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5 Websites That Help Freelancers
Manage and Automate Their
Businesses
Automate your freelance business with these tools so you can focus
on doing work that pays.
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This article contains affiliate links. If you use the affiliate links provided to
purchase a subscription to a service, I will receive a small commission at no cost to
you. I only recommend products and services that I use and enjoy.

Building my freelance writing business over the past few years has required
a lot of trial and error. As my business has grown, I've learned to save time
by automating tedious tasks that don't count toward my billable hours, such
as reaching out to prospective clients, updating my portfolio, and managing
my finances.

These are some of my favorite websites for streamlining my workflow,
managing client communication, and staying on top of my finances so I can
focus on growing my business.

1. Journo Portfolio

Source: Journo Portfolio

Journo Portfolio is a portfolio-building website that helps creatives showcase
their work and promote their services to potential clients.

Journo Portfolio makes it easy to import pieces I've written for clients into
my portfolio and display them in customized link galleries. Journo Portfolio's
tagging system helps me organize my work and filter my pieces by content
type. I use the tagging system to display my social media work and articles
on separate pages of my website to simplify my portfolio's organization and
navigation and make it easier for clients to find the pieces that align with
their needs.

While it's less robust than a WordPress website, Journo Portfolio is a cost-
effective solution for compiling my work into a beautiful portfolio that helps
me reach new clients.

Learn more about Journo Portfolio here (affiliate link).

Features

Upload PDFs of articles, import them by URL, or publish blog posts
directly on Journo Portfolio.

Automatically import published articles using RSS feed or author page
URLs.

Upload photos and videos to your portfolio.

Export your portfolio as a PDF.

Password-protect specific pages or your entire portfolio.

Create custom page layouts with a block editor and pre-built sections
(pricing, FAQ, gallery, maps).

Sell products or services directly from your portfolio.

Create a custom domain or connect your portfolio to a domain that you
own.

Monitor your site traffic with built-in analytics.

Integrate your portfolio with Mailchimp, Google Analytics, SumoMe,
Hubspot, and Clicky.

Let visitors subscribe to your portfolio to receive weekly notifications
when you add new items to your site.

Pricing

Journo Portfolio offers a free plan that allows you to add up to 10 portfolio
items to a one-page website. Paid plans start as low as $5 a month, and there
are discounts if you pay annually rather than monthly.

Source: Journo Portfolio

2. QuickBooks Self-Employed

Source: QuickBooks Self-Employed

QuickBooks Self-Employed is an accounting software for freelancers and
independent contractors. QuickBooks helps users track their income and
expenses, separate personal and business transactions, upload receipts,
send invoices, and pay quarterly estimated taxes.

I've been using QuickBooks Self-Employed since I began freelancing in 2020,
and it's been a lifesaver when it comes time to pay my taxes each quarter and
file my federal and state tax returns each year.

Learn more about QuickBooks Self-Employed here.

Features

Automatically track your mileage in the QuickBooks Self-Employed
mobile app to easily categorize and expense business travel.

Import your transactions directly from your bank account and
effortlessly categorize your business income, personal income, and
expenses.

Use the QuickBooks Self-Employed mobile app to take pictures of your
receipts and add them to your expenses.

Analyze your profits at a glance with built-in financial reports.

Automatically estimate your quarterly taxes, view what you owe, and
send your quarterly tax payments directly from the QuickBooks Self-
Employed website.

Import your QuickBooks Self-Employed data into TurboTax Self-
Employed to file your federal and state taxes easily.

Pricing

QuickBooks Self-Employed has three pricing tiers starting at just $20 a
month. New users can save 50% on a QuickBooks Self-Employed for the first
three months.

QuickBooks Self-Employed's Tax Bundle and Live Tax Bundle allow you to
quickly transfer your income and expenses into TurboTax Self-Employed and
file one federal and one state tax return. With QuickBooks Self-Employed's
Live Tax Bundle, a certified public accountant can review your TurboTax tax
return and provide on-screen tax advice while you complete your return.

Source: QuickBooks Self-Employed

3. HoneyBook

Source: HoneyBook

HoneyBook is a business management software that helps freelancers,
independent business owners, and small business owners manage their
client onboarding, invoicing, projects, and payments.

HoneyBook makes it easy to send professional contracts, emails, documents,
and questionnaires to clients, manage your projects and sales pipeline,
manage leads, and streamline client communication. For instance, I've used
HoneyBook during my onboarding process to send my clients personalized
pre-project questionnaires to iron out project details and address concerns
that may have come about during our discovery meeting.

Learn more about HoneyBook here (affiliate link).

Features

Securely send proposals and invoices to your clients

Bundle your proposal, contract, and deposit invoice into one secure file
to streamline your onboarding process.

Simplify client communications and payment with a professionally
branded client portal.

Create templates for your brochures, schedulers, lead documents, and
questionnaires.

Embed a contact form on your website to send inquiries directly to your
HoneyBook pipeline.

Integrate Calendly, Slack, Asana, QuickBooks, Zoom, and more into your
HoneyBook workflow.

Automate your HoneyBook workflow.

Monitor your profits and losses.

Manage multiple companies.

Pricing

HoneyBook offers monthly and annual plans. New users receive 50% off of
their first year of HoneyBook. Users who purchase an annual subscription
receive two months of HoneyBook for free.

Source: HoneyBook

4. Calendly

Source: Calendly

Calendly is a platform that helps individuals and teams schedule meetings
with clients. Calendly makes scheduling meetings with leads and clients easy
using a personalized booking page.

Learn more about Calendly here.

Features

Schedule unlimited meetings.

Connect Calendly to your Google, Microsoft 365, Outlook, or iCloud
calendar to create scheduling links and booking pages based on your
availability.

Integrate Calendly with Google Meet, Microsoft Teams, Slack, Zoom, and
more.

Customize your booking page URL, logo, and avatar.

Embed your scheduler as a widget on your website.

Host one-to-one, group, collective, or round-robin meetings.

Set your meeting availability with scheduling rules, buffers, and
automatic holiday detection.

Pricing

Calendly offers a free plan and paid plans starting at $10 a month.

Source: Calendly

5. Streak

Source: Streak

Streak is a CRM for Gmail that gathers information about your cold email
prospects and keeps track of your lead-generation emails using a
spreadsheet within your Gmail inbox.

I use Streak to create dynamic email merges, templates, and automated
follow-up emails to save time when sending hundreds of letters of
introduction and pitches to companies. Streak also lets me track email opens
and link clicks to see how much time has passed since my prospects opened
my emails and plan my follow-up emails accordingly.

Learn more about Streak here.

Features

Track your outgoing emails and receive notifications when your emails
are opened and when links are clicked.

Create a spreadsheet within Gmail that automatically tracks information
about your prospects and their companies.

Group messages from prospects with the same email domain into a
single "box" on your spreadsheet to keep messages with multiple
companies organized.

Create dynamic mail merges that automatically send pre-built messages
to your prospects on your schedule.

Create email templates to send personalized messages to your prospects
quickly.

Visually interpret your open rates and reply rates using graphs and
charts.

Set follow-up reminders so you can take advantage of every opportunity
to build an ongoing connection with your prospective clients.

Pricing

Streak offers a free plan and paid plans starting at $15 a month.

Source: Streak

Try These Websites to Automate Your Workflow So You Can
Build Your Best Freelancing Business

Whether you've been freelancing for years or you're just starting out, finding
tools that help you reach new clients, display your best work, and manage
your finances are keys to creating a thriving business.

Using websites that automate your prospect outreach, portfolio building, and
record-keeping can help you save time so you can focus on doing your best
work for clients, growing your income, and building a fulfilling freelancing
career.
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