BREAKI NG HI PS & CRACKI NG CASES
"PILOT"
"A sitcomfollow ng the exploits of a fool hardy
pensioner with two hip replacenents, and her oddbal
friends as they fight crime in the seaside town of
Penarth, Wales."
witten and created by

Janes Kl onowski



I NT. CARLA'S COFFEE LOUNGE - MORNI NG

We enter the cosy coffee shop, with honenmade cakes on

di splay, and people sitting at tables. W nove to one table
whi ch features a perpl exed MARIE POAERS, a young seventy-
three-year-old. She is vivacious with a passion for life and
a curiosity for the unknown. A determ ned woman who refuses
to let a hip replacenent hinder her. W are CLOSE-UP on her
face.

MARI E
|"ve spent all these years polishing
nmy detective skills by watching every
nmur der nystery on TV, and where's it
gotten ne? Bl oody nowhere. |I'm
stunped. There, | said it.

JOAN (O S.)
What on earth are you babbl i ng about?

The canera pans back to show Marie in conversation with her
best friend, JOAN SHORT, a 72-year-old technophobe burdened
by anxiety, savouring a cup of tea.

MARI E
" mracking my brain here but for the
life of me | can't figure it out.

She gl ances at the table, and we see they're playing CLUEDO

MARI E
(bites into a cake)
Joan? Any ideas?

JCOAN
| don't even know how to play the
stupi d gane.

Marie angrily puts the pieces back in the box as Joan surveys
the other custonmers and smles at CARLA, a cynical and
artistic twenty-sonething behind the counter.

MARI E
(to Joan)
Bet ween you and ne, | think she's up

to sonet hi ng

JOAN
Ch, for crying out loud, Marie. You' ve
( MORE)
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CONTI NUED:

JOAN ( CONT' D)
gotta stop this. Not everyone is a
crimnal.

MARI E
A common m st ake to make.
(putting Cuedo box in her bag)
This place could easily be used as a
drug smuggling thing. O nopney
| aundering. God knows what goes on
back there.

JCOAN
O, it's just a nice famly run coffee
shop on the beach.

MARI E
Sorry, but there's just no talking
sense to you. Qullible old Joan.

JCOAN
And you' re bl eedi ng paranoi d.

MARI E
|"ve lived nmy entire life here.
Wat chi ng, observing, overseeing
everything. | don't mss a trick. And
my senses are telling ne sonething is
of f here.

Suddenly, a brick is hurled through the glass w ndow,
carrying a note. Everybody is scream ng. Carla runs over,
grabs the brick. She reads the note, while:

MARI E
You know what that is, don't you? A
warning. A threat. A ransom.. no,
that's just abduction, isn't it?

Carla frowns and gives Marie the note.

MARI E
(readi ng)
Sell up or else...
(to Joan)
We've got a case to solve

O f Joan's | ook of despair, we head to the:

MAI N TI TLES.



EXT. THE Bl G SLEEP RETI REMENT COMPLEX - AFTERNOON

Qur gaze is fixed on the six-storey building covered in
graffiti. Several elderly individuals neander around the
prem ses. A wel conme sign nearby reads "Were Qur Residents
Come To Sleep The Big Sleep.”

I NT. THE BI G SLEEP. LOUNGE AREA - AFTERNOON

The Big Sleep's manager, TINA STERLING a selfish,
condescendi ng, fitness fanatic in her md-thirties, dressed
in a tracksuit, jogging on the spot, is |ooking at a roonfu
of Elderly Residents including: Mirie, Joan, CERALD, m d-
80s, a short-fused blind man, with a GUJ DE DOG on the seat
beside him And DENZEL (75), an eccentric, flirty black man.

RODNEY POVERS (25), Tina's assistant, is seen grappling with
plugging in a projection screen, showasi ng his gawky and
anxi ety-riddl ed nature.

TI NA
Ckay, Rodney if you could get us
started. And don't stammer too much
we don't know how | ong they're gonna
stay awake.

RODNEY

Ri ght, okay... Well, firstly, we've
had a box of nedication brought in
with all your new prescriptions.
Unfortunately, | can't renmenber where
| put it.

(1 aughs nervously)
But nothing a few phone calls to the
| ocal doctor won't cure..

RODNEY
Also, I've just set up a new | nstagram
account so please give ne a follow
(off their blank | ooks)
No? That was a | ong shot.

Tina steps in front of him nercifully ending his speech.

TI NA
Good afternoon everyone, another
glorious day is upon us here at The
Big Sleep retirenent conplex...

Tina struggles with the renote before eventually | ocating the
correct button for the screen.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:

MARI E
I s this gonna take nmuch | onger? | have
i mportant things to be doing.
(to Joan)
Have you drawn up a list of suspects
yet ?

Joan refuses to entertain the notion, rolling her eyes.

MARI E
Carla and her famly are a vital part
of this community. W can't just |et
some lowife bully theminto selling
t he busi ness.

She pulls out a small list with peoples nanes witten on it.

MARI E ( CONT' D)
| wote down the nanes of every
custoner in the coffee shop for us to
i nterview Col onrbo woul d be proud.

Denzel gazes at Marie with a loving and proud smle.

DENZEL
| think he would, too. | know | am

MARI E
Denzel, for the thousandth tine you
can not share ny bed with ne.

ON SCREEN: A senior citizen is enjoying a picnic by the
river. She renopves her dentures to eat.

TI NA
Peopl e, why do you do this? It's just
pl ain gross. Nobody wants to see you
sucki ng on a prawn sandwi ch but enough
of ny nitpicking. I want you to stop
living |ife as an elderly person.
Experience it to the fullest. Live
each day as if it's your last...
because for many of you that could
very well be true.

ON SCREEN:. An elderly person lies in an open coffin during a
funeral with no attendees.

TI NA
When your tinme here with us ends, |
don't want your final resting place to
( MORE)
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CONTI NUED:

TI NA ( CONT' D)
be that sad. The power is in your
hands to turn your lives around and
make a difference so your famly wll
want to pay their respects to you.
Leaving large suns of noney in a wll
al ways goes down a treat, too.

ON SCREEN. we are now at a funeral packed with attendees for
t he deceased ELDERLY PERSON

TI NA

See, it is possible to be elderly and
i ked. You just have to work with ne
on sone things. But here at The Big
Sl eep, we pride ourselves on injecting
life into the seemngly |ifeless.

(qui ckly)
That's just a metaphor. | would never
i nject you w th anything.

TI NA
And i f anyone does try to jab you with
a needle, report it immediately.

ON SCREEN:. Actors in The Big Sl eep are seen enjoying various
activities like spa treatnents, sw mm ng, hiking, and horse
riding.

TI NA
Now, how great is that? And it's all
yours! Your path to true happiness
begi ns right now

ON SCREEN: elderly actors joyfully |augh, dance, junp, and
celebrate life.

TI NA
One of the main rules hereis to
enbrace every opportunity life throws
at you, no matter how daunting it may
seem which is hard to fathom
consi dering nost of you wi tnessed a
coupl e of wars.

ON SCREEN. A happy el derly couple skips through a nmeadow,
hol di ng hands under the bl ue sky.

Mari e gl ances at Joan, tapping her watch in frustration - how
much longer will this last? Joan just smles, unsure what
she's trying to say...
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CONTI NUED:

Tina turns off the projection screen. Her beaming smle is
met with confusion fromthe residents.

TI NA
Al right, any questions or opinions?

JOAN
(pull's out a notepad)
| have sonme suggestions to make this
pl ace nore user friendly starting with
adding an elevator. | nean, nost of us
can't walk up a curb let alone a
flight of stairs.

MARI E
Oh, so you're fine with making notes
about sodding lifts but when it cones
to a case to solve you have no
interest?

DENZEL
(leans in)
"Il help you with your nystery,
Marie. What can | do?

MARI E
You can back off a few inches for a
start.
DENZEL
Playing hard to get, | |ike that.
TI NA
Pl ease, stop that. | can feel ny

br eakf ast bubbling to the surface..
Now, who's ready for a little jog
outside to keep those brittle bones
fromconpletely deteriorating?

(no response)
Alright, I'll |ead.

She jogs off. Nobody noves. Rodney | ooks around awkwardly,
sm | es.



