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KELSEY HUGHES

ROTARY HAS MORE THAN 32,000 CLUBS

HERE'S WHAT THEY'VE BEEN UP TO

FIELD REPORTS

EUROPE
Down the Danube

otarians became Mimi Hughes' flotation

device as the 50-year-old environmental
activist and high school reading specialist swam
the 1,770-mile Danube to rally people to work
together for clean drinking water.

Accompanied by her daughter Kelsey, 20,

who paddled a kayak packed with supplies,
Hughes waded into the river, which flows through

or borders 10 countries, in Germany on7 May‘

Hughes takes a breather in front of a castle in Austria. “I
wanted so desperately to see the castle, but there was never
time at the end of a day to take a tour,” Hughes says.

“Rotarians were like the third person on this
swim,” says Hughes, who has swum the Bering
Strait and the Tennessee River and lives near
Fayetteville, Tenn., USA.

In this case, three was not a crowd. Despite
whitlpools, hail storms, nearly freezing water,
angry swans, and heavy boat traffic, she stroked
up to 30 miles a day, reaching the Black Sea near

Sulina, Romania, on 4 August.

“Rotarians
were like the
third person
on this swim.”

- MIMI HUGHES

Mimi Hughes started
her swim on the Danube
in Germany on 7 May
and finished at the
Black Sea on 4 August.
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INDIA
BIKER GIRLS

After the December 2004 tsunami
destroyed schools in the Indian

state of Tamil Nadu, many students
realized they would have to walk long
distances to the schools that remained.
They normally could have used their
bikes, but the tsunami had washed
those away too. The long trip by foot
meant the students would arrive

home at night.

For girls, walking wasn't an accept-
able option because of concerns about
their safety. “Families would not allow
girls to go to school if they had to walk
through remote areas after dark,” says
Rekha Shetty, a past governor of
District 3230 and a member of the
Rotary Club of Madras Temple City.

Shetty and Peter Patel, of the
Rotary Club of Birmingham, England,
discovered this problem while assess-
ing tsunami damage in January
2005. They met three girls in need
of bikes to replace those they'd lost
in the disaster.

Patel agreed to buy bikes for
the girls, but he and Shetty learned
that 765 more schoolgirls in tsunami-
stricken areas needed bikes. The
two Rotarians launched the Education
on Wheels project to raise money to
buy them, and a year later, they met
the demand.

Donors included the Rotary
clubs of Birmingham; Jerusalem;
Kathmandu Mid-Town, Nepal; and
Pune Central, India. Tamil Nadu clubs
distributed the bikes.

“A bicycle changes a girl’'s
whole life and determines her future,”
Shetty says.
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Hughes’ quest captured the imagination of
Europeans. Hundreds waved from bridges.
Schoolchildren decorated posters. Mayors
| welcomed her. Hughes, a mother of four, used

E ther time in the spotlight to tell people that it

Jtakes cooperation across borders and cultures
to protect the world’s drinking water from
pollution. She believes that people must first
get along if they're going to protect the environ-
ment. Hughes picked the Danube because
it’s an international river that flows through
countries such as Croatia and Serbia that have
been recently devastated by war.

Although Hughes, who served three years in
the U.S. Army, is not a Rotarian, she tied a flag
featuring the Rotary emblem to the kayak's bow.
“The Rotarian flag is an international symbol of
peace,” Hughes says, “and Rotarians care about
drinking water.”

Harry Fields, a past governor of District
6780 (Tennessee), gave Hughes the flag when
she spoke to his district’s club presidents about
her swim on the Tennessee River, which
she completed in 2003. Hughes swam the Tenn-

essee to show that one individual can get people
to think about the importance of water purity.

Fields suggested that Hughes contact
European Rotarians for logistical advice about
the Danube. She got much more.

“It was like having friends all
the way down the river,” says
Hughes, who was also assisted by World
Wildlife Fund staffers. A grant from the Balance
Bar Food Company helped with expenses.

The Rotary Club of Tuttlingen, Germany,
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Kelsey Hughes (rear of kayak) and Victor Gibson accompany Hughes.

On the Web
www.danubeswim.com

Residents of Tuttlingen, Germany, greet Hughes.

had towels embroidered with Hughes name
and the dates of the swim. Club members sold
them to raise money for Romanians still recov-
ering after floods from the spring of 2006. In
Hungary, Livia Kranitz, the wife of a member
of the Rotary Club of Budapest-Margitsziget,
successfully negotiated with Hungarian gov-
ernment officials when they declared they
would hold Hughes to a no-swim
rule of the Danube in their coun-
try. In Romania, a Rotarian pad-
dled out to Hughes to see if he
could help in any way.

Other Rotarians opened their
homes and helped out when
Hughes had to camp alongside the
river in areas inaccessible to vehi-
cles. A club member in Romania
contacted police when Hughes
called at midnight to say some
rowdy fishermen were pestering
her and her daughter as they
camped on an isolated bank.

Hughes is writing a book about her days on
the Danube. What amazes her most is the
outpouring of help from Rotarians and others.

“If people from 10 coun-
tries can work together for
this swim to be successful,
we can work together as social and environ-
mental caretakers of the earth,” Hughes says.
“It was just unbelievable how everybody

worked together so generously.”

TOP: ADRIAN GIBSON; BOTTOM: CORRADO FILIPPONI
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OHIO
A pressing project

nce a year, usually in early October, mem-

bers of the Rotary Club of Newburg,
W.Va., USA, excuse themselves from their nor-
mal 6:15 p.m. meeting at the United Methodist
Church. Theres no sense in having a meeting;
Everyone is too tired by then.

That’s the day they use an antique press to
put the squeeze on 100 bushels of apples to
make cider. Bottled in milk jugs club members
save throughout the year, the cider is sold along
Route 92 in Preston County the same day it's
squeezed. Last year, their efforts yielded 152

Newburg Rotarian Ralph Pyles, 77, pours apples into the
chopper of his club’s antique cider press.

gallons, which they sold for $4 each. After
paying for the apples, they cleared $425.
Club members planned to use the money to
help maintain a cemetery, sponsor a health
fair and Boy Scouts troop, and buy holiday
candy for children.

The club started making cider in the mid-
1970s.“One of our members had a lot of apples
and a grinder, and we've been using it ever
since,” says club member Charles Fortney, 91.

Newburg Rotarians don't know the age of
the device, but it's probably at least as old as
Fortney. Fortney and Howard Dugan, 93, carry

» DISPATCHES
\‘\__\

ARIZONA

SMALL BUT MIGHTY

The seven members of the
Rotaract Club of Phoenix delivered
7,700 bottles of water to a local
soup kitchen on 12 August so
homeless diners could take the
water with them and stay hydrated
on the streets during their city’s
scorching summer.

They dropped off the 4 tons of
water at the Society of St. Vincent
de Paul's Henry Unger Memorial
Dining Room.

“I was truly amazed at the
amount of water they delivered,”
says Jerry Castro, dining rooms
manager at St. Vincent de Paul.

The water delivered by the
Rotaractors helped supply the din-
ing room for the rest of the month.
There was even some left to spare
for a women’s shelter.

In June, the Rotaractors found
out that the dining room would
need bottled water over the sum-
mer. During the next two months,
they collected bottled water and
cash contributions from family,
friends, co-workers, and local
Rotary clubs. “It was an awesome
project, and we had lots of fun
doing it,” says Priscilla Provencio,
who helped coordinate it. “The
benefit of starting out small is that
we're extremely efficient.”

WORLD ROTARACT WEEK

This year, World Rotaract Week
takes place 12-18 March. It
commemorates the date the first
Rotaract club was officially char-
tered by Rotary International:

13 March 1968.
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We Buy Used
Cell Phones

& pay$ for each
up to phone!

Some phones have no value. See current
purchase price list for individual model
prices at www.pacebutler.com

1. Collect inactive cell phones.

2. Box cell phone handsets and
batteries only.
(No accessories, chargers, etc.)

3. Ship FREE (with prepaid label)

4, We will sort the different
models and send your check
within 4 days!

Pace[zTE2

corporation

13915 Harvey Ave. Edmond, Oklahoma 73013

www.pacebutler.com
1-800-248-5360 - (405) 755-3131
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From left: Dwaine McKinney, of Masontown, W.Va., Dugan, and Fortney fill buckets with apples.

the apples and supervise the operation.
Fortney is the club's only surviving charter
member, and Dugan joined shortly after it

was formed in 1941.
Younger mem-
bers, like club presi-

dent Richard
Cornwell, 58, a
Preston County busi-
ness owner, do the
grunt work of press-
ing the apples.
“Younger” is relative
in this club of 11.
Donald Brewer, a
member for nearly
50 years, spent his
74th birthday on the
pressing wheel.

The antique
grinder was originally
hand cranked, but a
cider buyer took pity
on the club several
years ago and donat-
ed an electric motor

to run it. Once

Below: Gears on the grinder. At bottom: Jugs of
cider ready for sale.

ground, the apples are collected in a
wooden container, which is then placed
under the rustic press. A plate on the end

of a threaded metal
shaft is screwed
down by hand, using
a wheel on top of
the shaft.

Thomas Willis, a
past club president,
says although selling
cider is a relatively
small fundraiser,
club members look
forward to and enjoy
every part of this fall
ritual — except the
aftermath.

“T got a little
problem with my
knees, and T'll
probably rub them
with some horse
liniment tonight,”
says Brewer, taking
a break from the

press.

CARL FEATHER
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NORTH CAROLINA

Pep talk

hen high school basketball coach

Ken Carter (at right) learned that
members of his undefeated California team
were underperforming in the classroom in
1999, he locked the team out of the gym
and forced players to hit the books.

So when Rotary clubs in North
Carolina, USA, learned that two local
high schools were underperforming aca-
demically, they called in coach Carter.

Eight Rotary clubs in the
Greensboro area asked Carter, the
subject of a 2005 movie named after
him, to speak to students at the James
B. Dudley and Ben L. Smith high

schools about accountability, integrity,

‘ of Rotary,” says Jay

. Harris, president of
the Rotary Club of
Crescent (Greensboro).”We
are thrilled to facilitate the delivery of that

teamwork, and leadership.
“In coach Carter, we have someone

who delivers a powerful message regard-

ing values that certainly mirror the values

message to the students. We believe that

he will impact and change lives.”

Carter didn't disappoint.”Why
shouldn't great things happen to you?”
he asked the student body at Dudley in
October. The answer to that question,
he stressed, had everything to do with a

He was a hardworking farm boy.
She was an Italian supermodel.

He knew he would have just
one chance to impress her.

Rosetta Stone® The fastest and
easiest way to learn _[TALIAN

Learn a language. Expand your world. Finally, there’s a way to learn a new language
that’s easier than you could ever imagine. Rosetta Stone interactive software teaches you any of
30 languages, all without translation, memorization, or grammar drills. Our Dynamic Immersion
method uses a combination of images and words in a step-by-step process that successfully
replicates the experience of learning your first language. It’s so effective that NASA, the U.S.
State Department, and a variety of Fortune 500° executives have made it their language tool of
choice. That’s also why we can back it with a six-month money-back guarantee.

Available for 30 languages, including Spanish, French, German, Italian, Japanese and English.
The fastest way to learn a language. Guaranteed.’
1-800-399-6162

Use promotional code rns037 when ordering.

RosettaStone.com/rns037

Dynamic Immersion™ teaches you to:

%
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SPEAK: Evaluate your pronunciation
through speech recognition.

LISTEN: Hear the language spoken by
native speakers.

READ: Words and images used together
I\ increase understanding.

9

WRITE: Practice writing the new language
and receive immediate feedback.

-
Personal Edition. Solutions for ! i

organizations also available. /%"
[ ©

Act now to receive a

10% discount.

Level1  $195 Now $175.50
Level2 4225 Now $202.50
Best Value!

Level 1&2 $329 Now $296.10

Rosett

Language Learning

tone

Success

o
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THIS STAIRLIFT

FOR ONLY
$2,150

SPECIAL OFFER FOR
ROTARIAN READERS

* Your choice—battery or electric

« Safe around Pets & Children!

» No need for costly changes to main
power supply

« Simply assemble the track and plug it in!

» Call stations (located at both top and
bottom) allows you to retrieve chair from
either end

* Factory prepared for installation and
delivered to your door via UPS

* Mounts on Steps—NOT Wall

» Weight capacity of 300Ibs.

* Footrest and Seat flip up neatly out of
the way.

Just measure from Top
top to bottom Y
(straight staircases only)
then give us a call. '

Bottom

SAFE & EASY TO USE

*Pressure sensitive surfaces on
carriage and footrest
+24 \olt DC Operation—
eliminates electric shock risk
*Whisper quiet operation
*Rocker Switch and dual
remote control operation
*Swivel seat locks in position at
45 and 90 degrees
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Have youy
mmemorated You,
cemeﬂmal pro]ecp

ROTARY
INTERNATIONAL

(1905-2005)

co e
Rotary is a worldwide organization
of business and professional
leaders that provides humanitarian
service, encourages high ethical
standards In all vocations, and
helps build goodwill and peace in
the world

(UFACTURED BY SEWAN

Celebrate 100 years of
Rotary by preserving your
community's history!

Contact us to customize your
historical marker.

www.sewahstudios.com/rotary.htm

888-557-3924

(actual size 18" x 24", mounted on 7' post)

Delivered for Only $2,150

(877)585-4042

Call for FREE Information
Easily Installed by
Homeowner or Handyman
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“...we should look at
the Foundation as being
something not of today
or tomorrow, but
think of it in terms
of the years and
generations to come.
Rotary is a movement
Jfor the centuries.”

Arch Klumph
Visionary of The Rotary
Foundation

THE ROoTARY FOUNDATION

%EO\UEST SOCIETY

Changing Lives Through
Your Legacy of Hope

Call (847) 866-3100 or visit

www.rotary.org to get more information

on how to make your bequest to
The Rotary Foundation
of Rotary International.
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winning attitude and hard work.

He crumpled a $20 bill to illustrate
that money has value even when it's
crushed. Carter quickly pointed out that
the young people in the audience would
keep on being valuable in spite of failure if
they got serious about their education
and used their knowledge to open oppor-
tunities.

“Successful people will go from one
failure to the next enthusiastically,” he told
the Dudley audience. He emphasized that
success is earned, adding that“the only
people who make money work at the U.S.
Mint. Everyone else has to earn it.”

Carter’s presentations at the high
schools, which took place on the same
day, featured all the animation of a coach
fired up to win. Some of his motivational
techniques involved getting a member of
Dudley’s faculty to sprint up and down
the court and moving a student to do
push-ups in front of the whole school.
The audience’s willingness to follow
Carter’s lead might be explained by his
charismatic style, self-confidence, or the
pressure of being in front of so many, but
the energy he brought to the schools was
a central part of his message. “It takes
more than motivation for our young peo-
ple,” he said.“They need to be inspired.”

Carter encouraged the students to
think about how they’ll use their time
once they're in the workforce, especially if
they hope to earn a lot of money.”You will
not get paid by the hour,” he said.“You
will get paid by the value you bring to the
hour” He said that having a“pleasing per-
sonality” and a willingness to arrive early
or stay late would make all the difference
in how others perceived their value.

On the day of his presentations, Harris
presented Carter with a medallion recog-

nizing him as a Paul Harris Fellow.

Field Reports is edited by Tiffany Woods.
Reporting by Kay Campbell, Carl Feather,
Pete Lindsay, Vukoni Lupa-Lasaga, and
Tonya Weger.



