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i n s i d e
COVER TWO FIVE S IX
a day in  the county : employee upcoming events updates  and other
meet  the newly-e lec ted recogni t ion in format ion
of f i c ia ls

a  d a y  i n  t h e  c o u n t y
M e e t  t h e  N e w l y - E l e c t e d  O f f i c i a l s

County  growth means a lo t  o f  th ings to  a  lo t  o f  people ,  but  probably  none more than to  County  Assessor  G i l  Reyes,  who
is  respons ib le  for  d iscover ing,  l i s t ing,  and va lu ing a l l  rea l  and taxable  proper ty  in  Adams County .  A  lo t  to  keep t rack  o f

even wi th  ex is t ing proper ty ,  imagine hav ing our  rap id  speed of  growth coming at  you at  the same t ime.  Not  to  worry  -  G i l
takes  i t  a l l  in  s t r ide,  hav ing been an appra iser  and deputy  county  assessor ,  and is  ready to  take i t  on.  He has seen the
future  and is  p lanning accord ing ly ,  inc lud ing making sof tware and technology improvements ,  soon to  be in  the form of

handheld  computers  for  appra isers  out  in  the f ie ld ,  which means less  paperwork  and more product iv i ty .  Becoming a
paper less  o f f i ce  is  not  an unusual  goal  these days ,  but  the assessor  and h is  s ta f f  are  tack l ing i t  head-on.  Away f rom

work,  G i l  i s  the s ing le  parent  o f  a  17-year  o ld  son and spends a lo t  o f  f ree t ime wi th  h im.  Add to  that  exp lor ing
Colorado,  work ing in  the yard,  and at tending var ious  summert ime fes t i va ls ,  he is  used to  tack l ing qu i te  a  lo t .

A s s e s s o r
G i l  R e y e s

C l e r k  &
R e c o r d e r
C ar o l  S n y d e r

C o m m i s s i o n e r
L ar r y  P a c e

Caro l  Snyder  l i kes  to  be busy .  Turns  out  she has the per fec t  job.  Handl ing three d iv is ions  and s ix  d i f ferent  o f f i ces  wi l l
def in i te ly  keep the h ive  a-buzz .  Re-e lec ted for  a  second term, Caro l  i s  meet ing the goals  she set  for  herse l f  four-and-a-
hal f  years  ago.  Fa l l ing in to  publ ic  serv ice  by  acc ident ,  she spent  33 years  as  a  para legal  and of f i ce  manager ,  handl ing

main ly  rea l  es ta te  work ,  and ended up as  a  c lerk  and recorder ,  a l l  because she had to  speak up when the C i ty  o f
Nor thg lenn was bu i ld ing next  to  her  home.  F rom there  she landed a seat  on the p lanning commiss ion,  then one in  the

state  leg is la ture .  Hav ing a l ready accompl ished many goals  -  improv ing customer  serv ice ,  upgrading job descr ip t ions  and
pay sca les ,  and es tab l ish ing a career  ladder  for  employee deve lopment  -  she s t i l l  has  to  move one more motor  veh ic le
of f i ce  ( four  have a l ready been re located) ,  implement  an on l ine record ing sys tem,  and put  in to  ac t ion the newly-passed

elec t ion re form law.  She ’s  busy  indeed,  but  f inds  t ime to  garden,  cook,  t rave l ,  and complete  home improvement  pro jec ts .

T ru ly  a  man of  many ab i l i t ies  -  farmer ,  cat t leman,  horse t ra iner ,  carpenter ,  cement  f in isher ,  Nat ional  Defense worker ,  US
Army and Army Nat ional  Guard so ld ier ,  re ta i l  sa les  manager ,  not  to  ment ion bus inessman in  a  var ie ty  o f  areas such as

beef  cat t le ,  lawn care  serv ice ,  and a i rc raf t  renta l  -  Lar ry  was foremost  a  publ ic  school  teacher  for  37  years .  He is  now
learn ing the respons ib i l i t ies  o f  h is  new pos i t ion and becoming more se l f -assured.  I t  i s  a  chal lenge when you rea l ize  you
must  now balance managed growth,  open space,  recreat ion,  qual i ty  jobs ,  bus iness  expans ion,  and t ranspor ta t ion in f ra-

s t ruc ture  to  meet  the needs of  a  large county .  Lar ry  would  l i ke  to  deve lop a more pos i t i ve  image of  Adams County  by
br ing ing these e lements  together  in  a  harmonious way.  Lar ry  h imsel f  prac t ices  such harmony in  h is  f ree t ime too,  be ing

wi th  fami ly ,  boat ing,  f i sh ing,  h ik ing,  f l y ing,  sk i ing,  hunt ing,  t rave l ing,  Co lorado Fantasy  o f  F l ight  Foundat ion,
Exper imenta l  A i rc ra f t  Assoc ia t ion,  Young Eagles  Program,  Green Mi l l  Spor tsman’s  C lub,  and he lp ing the ne ighbors .

Ever  wonder  what  i t  takes  to  be a  coroner?  I t ’ s  probably  not  what  you th ink ,  as  a  medica l  educat ion or  sc ient i f i c  back-
ground is  not  requi red.  In  J im Hibbard ’s  case,  i t  i s  a  compass ion for  fe l low humans and the des i re  to  make a d i f ference.

Hav ing worked for  the Sher i f f ’ s  Of f i ce  for  over  th i r ty  years ,  J im re t i red and spent  h is  t ime work ing wi th  loca l  funera l
homes,  ga in ing an apprec ia t ion for  the dynamics  that  occur  when someone d ies .  Th is  exper ience touched h im deeply

and he thought  he cou ld  do some good.  J im is  qu ick ly  learn ing the ba lance between law enforcement  invest igat ions  and
the medica l  s ide o f  be ing the coroner ,  re ly ing o f ten on the patho log is t  for  those learn ing exper iences.  At tending death

invest igat ion school  in  S t .  Lou is  a lso  he lped,  and now he has p lans to  send a l l  o f  h is  death invest igators  there .  J im p lans
to  cont inue what  the prev ious coroner  s tar ted,  inc lud ing the purchase of  new equipment ,  t ra in ing for  invest igators ,  and
ra is ing the bar  on customer  serv ice .  When away f rom work ,  J im en joys  a  l i t t le  go l f ,  boat ing,  and “ t inker ing”  wi th  wood.

C o r o n e r
J i m  H i b b a r d

The purpose of  the Adams County  Communicator i s  to  prov ide a  forum for  shar ing in format ion re f lec t ing the people ,  pr ide,  and progress  o f  Adams County  employees.
The Communicator i s  publ ished quar ter ly  by  the Adams County  Human Resources  Depar tment ,  450 S .  4 th  Avenue,  5 th  f loor ,  Br ighton,  CO 80601 ;  303.654.6070.

W r i t e r / E d i t o r  Cameron Be l l ,  cbe l l@co.adams.co.us

C o n t r i b u t o r s  K u r t  C a r l s o n ,  P a r k s  a n d  C o m m u n i t y  R e s o u r c e s ;  Ann Myers ,  L ibrary
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R E T I R E E SR E T I R E E S

M a r y  AA n t h o n y 2 4  y e a r s ,  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

B o n n i e  BB a n k 1 3  y e a r s ,  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

R o b e r t a  BB e c k 5  y e a r s ,  F a c i l i t y  O p e r a t i o n s

M a r v i n  BB e n b r o o k 2 7  y e a r s ,  F l e e t  M a n a g e m e n t

L i n d a  CC o l i z z i o 9  y e a r s ,  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

K e v i n  CC u r r y 2 1  y e a r s ,  P u b l i c  W o r k s

S a n d r a  DD u a n 9  y e a r s ,  C o r o n e r ’ s  O f f i c e

R o s a l i e  DD u k a r t 2 3  y e a r s ,  S h e r i f f ’ s  O f f i c e

N a n c y  DD u r a n 1 2  y e a r s ,  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

J o h n  FF l y n n 1 2  y e a r s ,  A s s e s s o r ’ s  O f f i c e

G e o r g a n n  GG a r c i a 2 3  y e a r s ,  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

H e l e n  HH i l l 2 7  y e a r s ,  T r e a s u r e r ’ s  O f f i c e

J u d y  KK a h l e 2 1  y e a r s ,  T r e a s u r e r ’ s  O f f i c e

M a r l e n e  KK n a p p 5  y e a r s ,  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

R e v a  LL a p s l e y 2 5  y e a r s ,  C o u n t y  A t t o r n e y ’ s  O f f i c e

G e o r g e  MM a t h i a s 8  y e a r s ,  S h e r i f f ’ s  O f f i c e

D o n  PP o n z i o 8  y e a r s ,  T r e a s u r e r ’ s  O f f i c e

R E J R e y n o l d s 2 3  y e a r s ,  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

S t e v e n  RR i f f l e 1 3  y e a r s ,  S h e r i f f ’ s  O f f i c e

D e b b i e  RR o h r e r 7  y e a r s ,  S h e r i f f ’ s  O f f i c e

W i l l i a m  SS a g e 2 2  y e a r s ,  F l e e t  M a n a g e m e n t

C a s t o r  SS a n d s t a d 2 5  y e a r s ,  P u b l i c  W o r k s

W i l l i a m  SS h e a r e r 1 5  y e a r s ,  S h e r i f f ’ s  O f f i c e

J u a n  TT r u j i l l o 1 4  y e a r s ,  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

ANIMAL SHELTER/ADOPTION
C h r i s t i n a  S a n c h e z

CLERK & RECORDER’S OFFICE
C a t h y  D u r a n
P e n n y  H l a v a t y
S e a n  M a r o o n e y

COMMISSIONERS’ OFFICE
L a r r y  P a c e

CORONER’S OFFICE
J o l e n e  C a s s i d y
D a v i d  A l a n  H a u g h t
J a m e s  H i b b a r d
S u s a n  S m i t h
J o n  V e l t m a n

COUNTY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE
M a r g a r e t  H a n s e n
S h a n n a n  H a r d i n g
D a v i d  S m i t h

DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE
S u s a n  A n d r e w s
C l a u d e  L a m o r i e
M i c h e l a n g e l o  L o b a t o
H e l e n  T h o r n
B e n j a m i n  W i n t e r s

FACILITY OPERATIONS
D e n i s e  H e r n a n d e z

FISCAL AFFAIRS
N a n c y  B u r d e s s

FLEET MANAGEMENT
R e b e c c a  H u r t
M i c h a e l  P a t r i d g e

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
E d w a r d  A l m o n
K i m b e r l y  C a r a n i
S o n i a  C h e l i n i
J o l e n e  D i e d r i c h
M a r i l y n  D i o n i s i o
N i c o l e  D u r a n
R a c h e l  F i n k i e w i c z
D a y n a  F i n n
E l i z a b e t h  G r o g i n s k y
M a r i a  J i m e n e z
R o b e r t  L e a h y
Z e n o n a  L u n a
R e b e c c a  O r t i z
K i r s t e n  R e a y
A n g e l a  S c h o l e s
A n g e l a  S h i e l d s
M a r a  S o b e r s
M e r i a n n e  S t e i n b a c k
F r a n c e s  S w a l l o w s
M o u a h m o n g  Y a n g
P o n e m a n y  Y a n g

HUMAN RESOURCES
S h e l l e y  L u b i c k

PARKS AND COMMUNITY
RESOURCES
D a l e  R e i s b e c k

PUBLIC WORKS
W i l l i a m  B r o w n
T r a c y  M u n s o n
R e g i n a l d  N e t t l e s
W a l t e r  P e t e r s e n
N i c h o l a s  S c h u m a c h e r
B u c k  S i m n i t t

SHERIFF’S OFFICE
V o n  B a i l e y
R o b e r t  B r a b o
C a l e n a  C o o k
M i c h a e l  C r a n w i l l
J o s e p h  D r e i l i n g
D a r l e n e  F r a z z i n i
S u s a n  L o p e z
D y l a n  L u s s i e r
M e l o d y  N e g r o n
J a c o b  P u l a n c o
N a t a s h a  R u p p
J a s o n  S p i l l i s
D a m i a n  T h o m p s o n
Y v o n n e  V e r d u g o
J u l i e  W e s t
G e r r y  Y a n g

SOCIAL SERVICES
D e b o r a h  B a c a
L e t i c i a  C a b a l l e r o
C o r e y  C a n d e l a r i a
H e a t h e r  C a n t u
K a t h l e e n  C o r n i s h
J o r g e t t e  D a v i s
B r i a n  D e l g a d o
J u l i e  F i e l d s
J e n n i f e r  F r a n z i
S h a n n o n G u n t e r
T h e r e s a  J u a r e z
W e n d y  K n u t s o n
L u c h e l l e  L u t h e r
C o r e y  M o n t o y a
T r a c y  O l s o n
D o n n a  P a r r i s h
C h r i s t i n a  S c o t t
R a c h e l  T r u c a n o
L o u i s e  V a s q u e z
L a w r e n c e  W i d h e l m
K a l a  Y o u n g

TREASURER’S OFFICE
J o h n  L e f e b v r e
C r a i g  T r a u t w e i n

c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  f o u r . . .
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JANUARY LINDA VIRGIL
OFFICER SUPERVISOR
ANIMAL SHELTER & ADOPTION CENTER

M a i n t a i n i n g  a  s e n s e  o f  h u m o r  i n  a  j o b  t h a t  i s
o f t e n  h e a r t b r e a k i n g  i s  n o t  e a s y .  L i n d a  V i r g i l ,  h o w -
e v e r ,  b r i n g s  h e r s  t o  w o r k  e v e r y  d a y  a n d  h a s  d o n e
s o  f o r  2 2  y e a r s .  T h e  k i n d  o f  d e d i c a t i o n  s h e  d e m o n -
s t r a t e s  i s  a n  e x a m p l e  t o  h e r  c o w o r k e r s  a n d  t h e
c o m m u n i t y  a l i k e .  O n  c a l l  2 4  h o u r s  a  d a y ,  L i n d a ’ s
r o u t i n e  i n c l u d e s  i s s u i n g  t i c k e t s ,  t e n d i n g  t o  h u r t
a n i m a l s ,  c l e a n i n g  k e n n e l s ,  a n d  c o o r d i n a t i n g
a n i m a l  a d o p t i o n s .  H e r  e n d l e s s  c o m p a s s i o n  i n  a
d e c i d e d l y  n o n - g l a m o r o u s  j o b  i s  m u c h  a p p r e c i a t e d .

FEBRUARY JUDITH SNOOK
UNIT SUPERVISOR
CHILD & FAMILY CENTER

I t  i s  a  c h a l l e n g e  t o  w o r k  i n  t h e  s a m e  d e p a r t m e n t
f o r  o v e r  3 5  y e a r s  a n d  s t i l l  h a v e  t h e  s a m e  e d g e  a n d
c o m p a s s i o n  a s  w h e n  y o u  s t a r t e d .  J u d y  h a s  h a d  n o
p r o b l e m  r i s i n g  t o  m e e t  t h i s  c h a l l e n g e ,  a n d  i t  i s
e v i d e n t  i n  h e r  d a i l y  a c t i v i t i e s .  H a v i n g  h i g h  e x p e c t a -
t i o n s  o f  t h o s e  s h e  s u p e r v i s e s ,  s h e  s e e s  t o  i t  t h e y
h a v e  h e r  f u l l  s u p p o r t ,  w h e t h e r  a c c o m p a n y i n g  t h e m
t o  c o u r t  o r  s u p e r v i s i n g  v i s i t s .  J u d y ’ s  w o r k  w i t h
y o u n g  m o t h e r s  h a s  b e e n  n a t i o n a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d
a n d  h e r  a l w a y s - p r o f e s s i o n a l  n a t u r e  i s  n o t e d  d a i l y .

LONDY RAMIREZ
HOUSING REHABIL ITATION SPECIAL IST
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

W e  a l l  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  e m p l o y e e  w h o  c o m e s  i n
w i t h  a  s m i l e  e v e r y  d a y  a n d  w h i s t l e s  w h i l e  w a l k i n g
t h r o u g h  t h e  h a l l .  L o n d y  i s  o n e  o f  t h o s e  e m p l o y e e s .
D e s c r i b e d  b y  c o w o r k e r s  a s  k i n d - h e a r t e d  a n d
f r i e n d l y ,  h e  d o e s  m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  h i s  j o b .  H e  l e n d s
h i s  t i m e  t o  c l i e n t s  w h o  n e e d  a s s i s t a n c e ,  e v e n  a t
u n u s u a l  t i m e s  o f  t h e  d a y ,  a n d  t o  s e r v i n g  t h e  p u b l i c
t i r e l e s s l y  a n d  h u m b l y .  L o n d y  w o r k s  q u i e t l y ,  b u t
t h o s e  a r o u n d  h i m  w a t c h  a n d  l e a r n  f r o m  h i s  l o v e  o f
l i f e  a n d  p e o p l e  a n d  h i s  e m p a t h e t i c  n a t u r e .  

MARCH

first quarter 2003
recogn iz ing outstand ing

T o  GG OO RR DD OO NN  SS TT EE VV EE NN SS ,  c o n s t r u c -
t i o n  i n s p e c t o r  f o r  p u b l i c  w o r k s ,
w h o  r e c e n t l y  c o m p l e t e d  t h e
T e c h n i c a l - I n t e r p e r s o n a l  S k i l l s
D e v e l o p m e n t  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  A d a m s
C o u n t y  E m p l o y e e  T r a i n i n g  a n d
M a n a g e m e n t  D e v e l o p m e n t
P r o g r a m .

G o r d o n  f o u n d  “ E f f e c t i v e  L i s t e n i n g
S k i l l s ”  p a r t i c u l a r l y  u s e f u l  i n  i m p r o v -
i n g  h i s  c u s t o m e r  s e r v i c e  a b i l i t i e s .
“ W i t h  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  t e c h n i q u e s
a n d  s k i l l s  o b t a i n e d  i n  ‘ E f f e c t i v e
L I s t e n i n g  S k i l l s , ’  i t  i s  m u c h  e a s i e r
t o  u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  p e o p l e  a r e
r e a l l y  a s k i n g  o f  m e . ”

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  G o r d o n  g o t  p l e n t y  o f
n e w  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  “ P r o b l e m
S o l v i n g  a n d  C r i t i c a l  T h i n k i n g , ”
“ S e x u a l  H a r a s s m e n t  f o r  S t a f f , ”  a n d
“ L e a d  W o r k e r  T r a i n i n g / T r a n s i t i o n  t o
S u p e r v i s o r ”  a n d  l o o k s  f o r w a r d  t o
h i s  f u t u r e  e x p e r i e n c e s  w i t h  t h e
t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m .
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H A V E  Y O U  C O N S I D E R E D
G O I N G  B A C K  T O  S C H O O L ?

I N T E R E S T E D  I N  T H E
A D A M S  C O U N T Y  T U I T I O N
R E I M B U R S E M E N T  P R O G R A M ?

W a t c h  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  t h e
55 TT HH  AA NN NN UU AA LL  AA DD AA MM SS  CC OO UU NN TT YY

EE DD UU CC AA TT II OO NN  FF AA II RR
c o m i n g  i n  J u l y  a n d  A u g u s t !

E d u c a t i o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m
v a r i o u s  c o m m u n i t y  c o l l e g e s  a n d
u n i v e r s i t i e s  w i l l  b e  h e r e  t o  p r o v i d e
i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e i r  p r o g r a m s  a n d
a p p l i c a t i o n  p r o c e s s e s .

A d a m s  C o u n t y  T u i t i o n
R e i m b u r s e m e n t  p a c k e t s  w i l l
a l s o  b e  a v a i l a b l e .
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h is tory  s t r ikes  aga in
an amazing find

seven

I T ’ S  A  T U N N E L !
F o r  t h e  l o n g e s t  t i m e  i t  w a s  j u s t  a  r u m o r .  A  t u n n e l  s y s t e m  u n d e r  p a r k s . . . i t  c o u l d  n e v e r  b e  f o u n d .  U n t i l  n o w .  O n  M a y  6 ,  2 0 0 3 ,

A m e r i c a n  C i v i l  C o n s t r u c t o r s  ( a  c o n t r a c t o r  f o r  t h e  P h a s e  I I I  I r r i g a t i o n  P r o j e c t  a t  t h e  R e g i o n a l  P a r k )  w e r e  t r e n c h i n g  t o  p u t  i n  a n
i r r i g a t i o n  l i n e  t o  t r a n s p o r t  w a t e r  t o  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  d o m e  b u i l d i n g .  A n d  t h e r e  i t  w a s .  A  b i g  o p e n i n g  i n  t h e  g r o u n d .

T u r n s  o u t ,  i t  i s  a n  o l d  u t i l i t y  t u n n e l  t h a t  w a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  D e n v e r  P o o r  F a r m  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e .  L o c a t e d  j u s t  t o  t h e  n o r t h  a n d  a b o u t
1 0 0  f e e t  e a s t  o f  t h e  d o m e  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  t u n n e l  w a s  a b o u t  t w o  t o  t h r e e  f e e t  u n d e r  c u r r e n t  g r a d e .  I n  t h e  p i c t u r e  b e l o w ,  t h e  s m a l l
y e l l o w  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  t h e  l i t t l e  w h i t e  b u i l d i n g  a t t a c h e d  t o  i t  n e a r  t h e  w a t e r  t a n k  i s  t h e  b o i l e r  f a c i l i t y  w h e r e  h o t  w a t e r  w a s  p i p e d
v i a  t h e  u n d e r g r o u n d  t u n n e l  t o  t h e  m a i n  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  ( v e r y  l a r g e  y e l l o w  s t r u c t u r e ) .

T h i s  h o t  w a t e r  w a s  u s e d  t o  s u p p l y  h e a t  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  u s i n g  r a d i a t o r s .  E l e c t r i c i t y  w a s  a l s o  c a r r i e d  a l o n g  t h e  o p p o s i t e  w a l l
o f  t h e  t u n n e l  v i a  e l e c t r i c a l  w i r e s .  T h e  t u n n e l  w a l l s  w e r e  m a d e  f r o m  q u a r r i e d  s a n d s t o n e  a n d  i t  w a s  c o v e r e d  o n  t h e  t o p  w i t h  t h i c k
s l a b s  o f  f l a g s t o n e  t h a t  w e r e  s e a l e d  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a  t a r - l i k e  s u b s t a n c e  t o  k e e p  w a t e r  f r o m  i n f i l t r a t i n g  t h e  v o i d .

L o o k i n g  e a s t  i n  t h e  t u n n e l . . .

A n d  l o o k i n g  w e s t .  T h e  r u s t e d
h o o k s  o n  t h e  r i g h t - h a n d  w a l l  ( a n d
i n  t h e  c l o s e - u p  t o  t h e  l e f t )  h e l d
w a t e r  p i p e s .

E u r e k a !

T h e  t u n n e l  w a s  c o m p l e t e  w i t h
e l e c t r i c i t y  a n d  l i g h t .

T h e  D e n v e r  P o o r  F a r m ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 9 3 0 s .
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APRILDANELLE LEGGETT
COMMUNITY SERVICE OFFICER

SHERIFF ’S  OFFICE
T h e  w o r d  “ d e d i c a t i o n ”  i s  s o m e t i m e s  u s e d  l i g h t l y .  N o t

w h e r e  D a n e l l e  i s  c o n c e r n e d .  F o r  h e r ,  l e a r n i n g  t h e
“ i n s  a n d  o u t s ”  o f  h e r  o w n  j o b  a l s o  m e a n t  l e a r n i n g

t h e  “ i n s  a n d  o u t s ”  o f  t h e  “ j o b s ”  a r o u n d  h e r .
S t r u c t u r i n g  h e r  w o r k  a r o u n d  w h a t  o t h e r  p e o p l e  n e e d
t o  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p l e t e  t h e i r  j o b  i s  d e d i c a t i o n  a t  i t s

b e s t .  I t ’ s  n o  w o n d e r  D a n e l l e  h a s  g o o d  r a p p o r t  w i t h
a l l  h e r  c o w o r k e r s ,  a s  h e r  p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e  a n d

p l e a s a n t  d e m e a n o r  t e l l  t h o s e  s h e  w o r k s  w i t h  a n d
t h o s e  s h e  t r a i n s  j u s t  h o w  m u c h  s h e  l o v e s  h e r  j o b .

MAYMICHELLE HEATH
LEGAL SECRETARY I I

COUNTY ATTORNEY’S  OFFICE
T a l k  a b o u t  m u l t i - t a s k i n g  -  M i c h e l l e  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r
m a n y  t h i n g s  i n  t h e  C o u n t y  A t t o r n e y ’ s  O f f i c e .  N o t  o n l y

m u s t  s h e  p r i o r i t i z e  t h e  r e g u l a r ,  t i m e - s e n s i t i v e  l e g a l
w o r k  s h e  p e r f o r m s  f o r  s e v e r a l  a t t o r n e y s ,  b u t  a l s o

p r o v i d e  b a c k - u p  f o r  t h e  o f f i c e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  a n d
h a n d l e  t h o s e  s p e c i a l  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  t e n d  t o  c o m e

a l o n g  w i t h o u t  n o t i c e .  D o i n g  a l l  t h i s  w i t h  a  p r o f e s -
s i o n a l  m a n n e r  a n d  f r i e n d l y  n a t u r e ,  p r o v i d i n g  o u t -

s t a n d i n g  c u s t o m e r  s e r v i c e  h a s  b e e n  n o  p r o b l e m  f o r
M i c h e l l e ,  w h o  p r o v e s  h e r  a b i l i t i e s  e v e r y  d a y .

KEREN DOWNEY
CHILD PROTECTION SUPERVISOR

SOCIAL SERVICES

N e e d  a  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e  t e r m  “ m o d e l  s u p e r v i s o r ? ”
L o o k  n o  f u r t h e r .  K e r e n  f i t s  t h e  b i l l ,  e n s u r i n g  c a s e

w o r k e r s  s h e  o v e r s e e s  a r e  w e l l - t r a i n e d  a n d  c o m p e t e n t
a n d  h a v e  e v e r y  r e s o u r c e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e

b e s t  s e r v i c e  t o  c l i e n t s .  W i t h  a  c l e a r  v i e w  o f  t h e  n e e d
s h e  a n d  h e r  s t a f f  f i l l ,  s h e  i s  a  “ h a n d s - o n ”  s u p e r v i s o r ,
r o u t i n e l y  g o i n g  “ a b o v e  a n d  b e y o n d . ”  A n d  t h e r e ’ s  s t i l l
t i m e  f o r  e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  l i k e  m o n i t o r i n g  t h e
D a y  T r e a t m e n t  P r o g r a m  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  L a l m b a ,

a n  A f r i c a n  r e l i e f  g r o u p .  F u r t h e r  t e s t i m o n y  s h e  i s
i n d e e d  a  “ m o d e l  s u p e r v i s o r . ”

JUNE

second quarter 2003
adams county employees

T h e  a n n u a l  S t a t e  o f  t h e  C o u n t y
a d d r e s s  w a s  d e l i v e r e d  b y  C o m m i s s i o n e r
T e d  S t r i c k l a n d  o n  T h u r s d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  6 ,
2 0 0 3  a t  t h e  R i v e r d a l e  G o l f  C o u r s e  C l u b
H o u s e .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  w e l c o m i n g  A d a m s
C o u n t y ’ s  n e w l y - e l e c t e d  C o m m i s s i o n e r
L a r r y  P a c e ,  T e d  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  o u t g o i n g
o f f i c i a l s ,  p r a i s i n g  t h e i r  a c c o m p l i s h -
m e n t s  w i t h  a  s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t  v i d e o
p r e s e n t a t i o n .

T h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  o t h e r  n e w l y -
e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  w a s  f o l l o w e d  b y  r e c o g -
n i t i o n  o f  t h e  C o u n t y  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  T e r r y
F u n d e r b u r k ,  t h e  C o u n t y  A t t o r n e y  J i m
R o b i n s o n  a n d  h i g h l i g h t s  o f  t h e  e x c e l l e n t
w o r k  o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  d i r e c t o r s .

C o m m i s s i o n e r  S t r i c k l a n d  l o o k e d  b a c k
a t  t h e  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  o f  2 0 0 2 ,  n o t i n g
t h e  y e a r - l o n g  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u n -
t y ’ s  1 0 0 t h  b i r t h d a y ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  t h e
p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  A d a m s
C o u n t y  a n d  t h e  m u l t i - c u l t u r a l  H e r i t a g e
F e s t i v a l .

O t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  a c h i e v e m e n t s  i n
2 0 0 2  i n c l u d e d  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  a
f o r m a l  c u s t o m e r  s e r v i c e  p o l i c y  f o r  a l l
c o u n t y  e m p l o y e e s ;  c o n t i n u e d  i m p r o v e -
m e n t s  t o  t h e  c o u n t y ’ s  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,
t r a i n i n g ,  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s ;  t h e
o p e n i n g  o f  t h r e e  n e w  b u i l d i n g s ;  l a n d
a c q u i s i t i o n s  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t ;  a n d
n u m e r o u s  s y s t e m  i m p r o v e m e n t s .

F o r  2 0 0 3 ,  p l a n s  i n c l u d e  a  n e w  b u i l d -
i n g  f o r  t h e  D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y  p r o b a t i o n
o f f i c e s  a n d  t h e  P u b l i c  T r u s t e e ’ s  o f f i c e ,
c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  e x p a n s i o n  o f  m a n y
m a i n  c o u n t y  r o a d s ,  a n d  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n
o f  a  n e w  s e r v i c e  c e n t e r  f o r  c i t i z e n s .

I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  r e a d  t h e  e n t i r e
s p e e c h ,  g o  t o  w w w . c o . a d a m s . c o . u s ,
s e l e c t  “ E l e c t e d  O f f i c i a l s , ”  t h e n  “ B o a r d  o f
C o m m i s s i o n e r s . ”

updates  and other  informat ion
info you should know

U P D A T EU P D A T E
R E L O C A T I O N S

C o u n t y  g r o w t h  m e a n s  e m p l o y e e  g r o w t h .  A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  g r o w t h  t h a t ’ s  t a k e n
p l a c e  i n  A d a m s  C o u n t y  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  c o u p l e  o f  y e a r s ,  a  f e w  o f f i c e s  h a v e  r e c e n t l y
m o v e d  i n t o  n e w  h o m e s .

E l e c t i o n s  m o v e d  f r o m  t h e i r  s m a l l  s p a c e  o n  t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r  o f  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a -
t i o n  b u i l d i n g  t o  a  m u c h  l a r g e r  a r e a  i n  t h e  n e w l y - a c q u i r e d  b u i l d i n g  a t  1 2 0 t h  a n d
P e c o s ,  c a l l e d  P r i m e  C e n t e r  a t  N o r t h r i d g e .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  m o r e  s q u a r e  f e e t ,  t h e y
a r e  p r o u d  t o  h a v e  t h e i r  o w n  t r a i n i n g  a n d  c o n f e r e n c e  r o o m  t h a t  w i l l  c o m e  i n
h a n d y  w h e n  i t ’ s  t i m e  t o  t r a i n  e l e c t i o n  j u d g e s .

T h e  N o r t h g l e n n  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  o f f i c e  a l s o  m o v e d  i n t o  t h a t  n e w  b u i l d i n g  a n d
c h a n g e d  t h e i r  n a m e  t o  N o r t h r i d g e .  T h i s  d e p a r t m e n t  h a s  i t s  o w n  g r o u p  o f  t a l e n t -
e d  a r t i s t s  a n d  u s e d  t h e i r  o w n  a r t  t o  d e c o r a t e .

s ix

S o l u t i o n  tt o  PP O P Q U I Z ,  pp a r t  tt w o

What stagecoach line ran through this area? Overland Stage Company

Who was the first president of Denver Pacific Railroad? Bela Metcalf Hughes

On what street was the first church in Brighton located? Front Street

By what other name is State Highway 7 known? Baseline

Adams County was originally part of what county?       Arapahoe

What did they call each winner of the popular bicycle races of the 1890s?        Buttermilk Boy

Who was the first settler in the area that is now Westminster?       Pleasant DeSpain Sr.

What was the name of the location of the first permanent Adams County Courthouse? Skeel Corner

What was the name of the Colorado National Guard division that was formed in Brighton in 1888? Harvey Light Guards

What was the name of the first railroad engine to pull a passenger train from Hughes to Denver? The Walter S. Cheeseman

Who was the first woman to serve on the Adams County Board of Commissioners?       Elaine T. Valente

Who was the first Fish Commissioner? Wilson Sisty

What was the name of the building that once held the Brighton Opera House? Wire Building

Which of the first three county commissioners left office after just one month? Wilson Smith

What were the monthly gatherings at the fairgrounds called prior to the first official fair and rodeo in 1904? Market Days

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o
M A R G I E  KK E L L E Y

2 0 0 2  E m p l o y e e  o f  t h e  Y e a r

As spoken by  E la ine Va lente  a t  the 2003
Employee Recogni t ion Luncheon:

“The 2002 Employee of  the Year  began
her  career  wi th  Adams County  as  a  vo l -
unteer  in  1993.  In  1998,  she became a
fu l l - t ime employee in  a  pos i t ion that  i s
100 percent  funded through the Va le
Grant .

Through th is  grant  program,  our
Employee of  the Year  prov ides  d i rec t
v ic t im serv ices ,  inc lud ing tak ing v ic t ims
to  cour t ,  a t tending funera ls ,  t ranspor t ing
v ic t ims,  making hospi ta l  v is i ts ,  and
ass is t ing wi th  paperwork ,  a l l  in  addi t ion
to  cr is is  ca l l -outs .

The Employee of  the Year  per forms
cr is is  in tervent ion wi th  a  s ty le  so
genuine and natura l  that  she is  the most
sought-out  v ic t im advocate  by  detec t i ve
and pat ro l  personnel .   

The Adams County  Va le  Board honored
th is  ind iv idual  in  2000 as  the V ic t im
Advocate  o f  the Year .

An example o f  her  dedicat ion,  she is
a lways wi l l ing to  cover  sh i f ts  upon
request .  When you ca l l  and ask  i f  she is
ava i lab le ,  she responds ‘never  too busy
for  you. ’

She demonst ra tes  boundless  energy
and enthus iasm and the k ind of  compas-
s ion that  we a l l  need in  the wors t  o f
t imes.

I t  i s  wi th  the deepest  respect  for  the
abi l i t ies  Marg ie  Ke l ley  br ings to  her  job
that  I  announce her  se lec t ion as  Adams
County ’s  2002 Employee of  the Year . ”
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S T A T E  O F  T H E  C O U N T YS T A T E  O F  T H E  C O U N T Y
A  S U M M A R Y
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The Summer Reading Program is  underway! Pr izes for  reaching designated reading goals inc lude Adventure Gol f  passes,  AMF
Bowl ing Center  coupons,  Nickel-A-Play passes,  Good T imes coupons,  and books.  Packets are avai lable through August  16,  2003.

S U M M E R  R E A D I N G  P E R F O R M A N C E  S C H E D U L E
BENNETT BRANCH (al l  per formances at  1 :00 pm )
Ju ly   2 Br 'n  the Bagpiper  -  S tory te l le r ,  Bagpipes
Ju ly   9 To be announced
Ju ly   16 Raptor  Educat ion -  Raptors
Ju ly  23 Michael  S tanwood -  Mus ic  and S tor ies

NORTHGLENN BRANCH (per formances at  10 :30 am,  1 :00 pm )
Ju ly   2 Michael  S tanwood
Ju ly   9 Cowboy Hersh -  s ing ing cowboy
Ju ly   16 Peter  Dav ison
Ju ly   23 Raptor  Educat ion

COMMERCE CITY  BRANCH (al l  per formances at  1 1 :00 am )
Ju ly   1 Sc ience Magic
Ju ly   8 Karen McChesney
Ju ly   15 Raptor  Educat ion
Ju ly   22 Michael  S tanwood

BRIGHTON BRANCH (per formances at  10 :30 am,  1 :30 pm )
Ju ly   1 Peter  Dav ison
Ju ly   8 Br 'n  the Bagpiper
Ju ly   15 Michael  S tanwood
Ju ly   23 Karen McChesney -  S tory te l le r

THORNTON BRANCH (per formances at  1 1 :00 am,  1 :00 pm )
Ju ly   2 Peter  Dav ison
Ju ly   9 Sc ience Magic
Ju ly   16 Karen McChesney
Ju ly   23 Br 'n  the Bagpiper

PERL  MACK BRANCH (al l  per formances at  3 :30 pm )
Ju ly   2 Sc ience Magic
Ju ly   9 Peter  Dav ison
Ju ly   16 Michael  S tanwood
Ju ly   23 Br 'n  the Bagpiper

four

S h e r i f f
D o u g  D ar r

S u r v e y o r
K ar e n  A l l e n

The t ime comes in  most  o f  our  l i ves  when we have to  dec ide which road to  take.  Doug Darr ’s  t ime came about  30 years
ago.  P lay ing minor  league basebal l  was a  b las t ,  but  the day came when i t  was t ime to  go home to  Co lorado and “get
back to  rea l  l i fe . ”  A l ready a  deputy  wi th  the Sher i f f ’ s  Of f i ce ,  Doug ended up s t ick ing around for  a  whi le ,  en joy ing con-

s tant  oppor tun i ty .  He s tar ted at  the ja i l ,  moved to  pat ro l ,  took on spec ia l  ass ignments  wi th  the d ive  team and he l icopter
pat ro l ,  and t r ied about  e ight  d i f fe rent  th ings in  the detec t i ve  d iv is ion.  I t ’ s  no wonder  the newness never  wore o f f ,  even i f

i t  has  been over  30 years .  A  se l f -proc la imed agent  o f  change,  Doug is  fu l f i l l ing that  prophecy these days ,  because wi th
growth comes increase in  c r ime and a need for  communi ty  invo lvement .  A iming for  less  react i ve  and more proact i ve

pol ic ing,  Doug is  work ing on a s t ra teg ic  p lan to  meet  these changing needs.  Keeping th ings in  ba lance,  he tends to  h is
22-month o ld  son,  par takes in  mounta in  exp lorat ion,  f l y  f i sh ing,  and a love that  never  d ied ca l led basebal l .  

I t ’ s  an unusual  job,  that  o f  county  surveyor .  To  s tar t  wi th ,  you aren ’ t  pa id  a  regular  sa lary .  Then,  come to  f ind out  there
is  not  ac tua l ly  a  whole  lo t  to  do.  So why do i t?  Wel l ,  a  25-year  background in  survey ing might  be one reason.  Karen A l len
has such a h is tory  and can now add a new t i t le  to  her  resume.  Running unopposed,  she d id  not  have to  do any debat ing,

k iss ing of  babies ,  or  post ing of  s igns ,  she jus t  in t roduced herse l f  to  the voters .  To  c lar i fy ,  the  job of  surveyor  i s  s imply
not  what  i t  used to  be,  most ly  due to  technology.  However ,  the county  s t i l l  needs a  representat i ve  for  rev iewing land sur-

vey  p la ts ,  mainta in ing records  o f  county  monuments ,  and,  a t  the request  o f  the county  commiss ioners ,  represent ing the
county  on issues such as  land d isputes .  So that ’s  what  Karen has under taken,  and she gets  to  keep her  job as  survey

r ight-o f -way technic ian in  publ ic  works  where she has been for  over  two years .  In  her  f ree t ime,  she l i kes  to
explore  a  var ie ty  o f  ac t i v i t ies  l i ke  yoga,  team rowing,  ar t  c lasses ,  and par t ic ipat ion in  f i tness  research s tud ies .

T r e a s u r e r
J o h n  L e f e b v r e

Being an exper t  in  your  f ie ld  he lps  you when in  unfami l iar  p laces .  F inanc ia l  exper t i se  is  what  John Le febvre  ( “ Le- fave” )
has brought  to  the ro le  o f  t reasurer .  H is  “profess ional ”  l i fe  began at  age twelve ,  as  an apprent ice  for  h is  fa ther ’s  s ign

bus iness .  Soon he was the boss ,  f resh out  o f  co l lege,  a t  the age of  22.  In  three months ,  he brought  in  enough bus iness
to  make up for  that  which f led wi th  the “par tner  who ran away,”  resu l t ing in  record sa les  every  month thereaf ter .  Hav ing

then so ld  the bus iness  for  21  t imes i ts  wor th ,  he began a new adventure  wi th  Merr i l l  Lynch.  The fasc inat ion took over  -
economy and f inance became h is  bread-and-but ter  and h is  hobby.  Now,  a f ter  author ing one Wi ley  F inance book and a

chapter  in  another  and do ing investment  consu l t ing at  home for  14  years ,  he is  in  a  new p lace,  learn ing f rom the exper ts
around h im -  h is  employees -  about  running a t reasurer ’s  o f f i ce .  F inance isn ’ t  h is  on ly  pass ion.  He loves  woodwork ing

(cur rent ly  VP,  Co lorado Woodworker ’s  Gui ld ) ,  h ik ing,  camping,  and la te ly ,  exp lor ing the ar t  o f  paste l  pa in t ing.

P u b l i c  T r u s t e e
J e a n n i e  R e e s e r

Ever  not ice  how some people  a lways f ind someth ing that  jus t  works  for  them? Jeannie  Reeser  i s  a  good example o f  th is .
An e lementary  school  teacher  by  profess ion,  she has a lso been a nun,  a  t rave l  agent/accountant ,  a  representat i ve  in  the
state  leg is la ture  ( 14  years ) ,  ch ie f  deputy  t reasurer ,  e lec t ions  superv isor ,  and now,  publ ic  t rus tee.  Appointed by  Governor

Owens in  January  2003,  she s tepped r ight  in  and began the la tes t  “ leg”  o f  her  l i fe ’s  educat ion.  Th is  o f f i ce  handles  a  de l i -
cate  and of ten saddening task ,  proper ty  forec losures  in  Adams County ,  but  Jeannie  keeps a  pos i t i ve  out look.  She and her

s ta f f  o f  f i ve  have been ext ra  busy  o f  la te  handl ing numerous forec losures .  And whi le  the da i ly  work  must  be done,  they
are a lso prepar ing for  an exc i t ing move to  the cur rent ly-under-const ruc t ion D is t r i c t  A t torney ’s  bu i ld ing.  Educat ion means

every th ing to  Jeannie ,  as  she remains  invo lved in  var ious  ac t i v i t ies  outs ide o f  the o f f i ce  to  “keep my hands in  i t , ”  such as
serv ing on the S ta te  Board of  Communi ty  Co l leges.  Jeannie  a lso  spends t ime wi th  her  husband and grown ch i ldren.

a n d  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n o r . . .

classes still open for managers
The Adams County  Employee Tra in ing and Management  Deve lopment  Program has a  couple  o f  great  c lasses  s t i l l  open for
managers .  Don’ t  de lay  -  send in  your  reg is t ra t ion form now.
3  VViioo lleennccee GGooeess ttoo WWoorrkk  ffoorr  MMaannaaggeerrss   Ju ly  22,  8 :30 am -  12 :00 pm,  admin is t ra t ion bu i ld ing
Take a proact i ve  approach to  address ing potent ia l l y  dangerous s i tuat ions  in  the workp lace.
3  FFaammii ll yy  MMeeddiiccaall  LLeeaavvee AAcctt  -  AAddaammss CCoouunnttyy  PPooll ii cc iieess  aanndd PPrroocceedduurreess   Ju ly  24,  1 :00 -  4 :00 pm,  human serv ices  bu i ld ing
Nav igat ing FMLA can be d i f f i cu l t ;  when leave should  be cons idered FMLA and what  ac t ions  need to  be taken.
3  IInntteerrvv iieewwiinngg SSkk ii ll ll ss   September  10 ,  8 :30 am -  4 :00 pm,  human serv ices  bu i ld ing
Learn the theor ies  and techniques sur rounding the in terv iewing process  and br ing ing in  new ta lent .
I f  you are  unable  to  locate  a  reg is t ra t ion form,  contact  human resources  at  303.654.6070.

The f i rs t  Adams County  Fa i r  and Rodeo was he ld  in  1904.  Prev ious to  that ,  “Market  Days”  were he ld  a t  the o ld  fa i rgrounds,  where the admin is t ra t ion
bui ld ing now s tands.  In  1892,  the P la t te  Va l ley  Farmers  Assoc ia t ion launched a “ fa l l  fa i r , ”  which invo lved erec t ing bu i ld ings and a race t rack .

When the voters  chose Br ighton as  the county  seat ,  the  fa i rgrounds were turned over  to  the Adams County  Fa i r  Assoc ia t ion.  The f i rs t  day o f  the fa i r
was “Tomato Day”  and was the best  a t tended.  Po l i t i ca l  par t ies  took s ides  and had an of f i c ia l  tomato f ight  in  f ront  o f  the grandstand.  A lso par t  o f  the fa i r
were wi ld-bronco r id ing,  b icyc le  races ,  and a baby contes t .  Hmmm.. . imagine i f  those th ings were par t  o f  the fa i r  today.

- ”Adams County ,  Co lorado:  A Centennia l  H is tory , ”  Wagner

D i d  Y o u  K n o w ?

adams county fair
I t ’ s  a lmost  t ime for  the Adams County  Fa i r ,  coming your  way Ju ly  30 -  August  3 ,  2003.  Once again ,  employees can rece ive  $25 in  food

t ickets  and a park ing pass  wor th  $5 to  a t tend and en joy  the fa i r .  T ickets  wi l l  be  ava i lab le  for  p ick-up at  the fa i r  i t se l f  dur ing the fo l lowing
hours ,  a t  the fo l lowing locat ions :

WEDNESDAY -  FR IDAY,  Ju ly  30 -  August  1 SATURDAY,  August  2 SUNDAY,  August  3
9:00 am -  4 :00 pm 12:00 -  2 :00 pm,  4 :00 -  7 :00 pm 12:00 -  3 :00 pm
main o f f i ce ,  Parks  Depar tment employee food t i cket  booth employee food t i cket  booth
and
5:00 -  8 :00 pm
employee food t i cket  booth

As the fa i r  approaches,  park ing passes wi l l  be  d is t r ibuted to  employees and the locat ion o f  the employee food t i cket  booth  wi l l  be
announced, .  P lease note ,  YYOOUURR AADDAAMMSS CCOOUUNNTTYY IIDD BBAADDGGEE OORR DDRRIIVVEERR’’SS  LL IICCEENNSSEE WWIILLLL  BBEE  RREEQQUUIIRREEDD to rece ive  your  t i ckets .  T ickets  wi l l  not  be
given to  f r iends or  fami ly  members .

Come en joy  th is  summer t rad i t ion -  r ides ,  food,  mus ic ,  and fun!

summer reading program

cont inued f rom the cover
meet the newly-elected officials


