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6	of	Philadelphia's	Best	Holiday	Light	Displays
Get	in	a	festive	mood	with	a	visit 	to	these	Philly	holiday	light	shows.
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You	shop,	you	wrap,	you	bake,	you	mix,	you	mingle,	you	look	up	and—poof!—it's
January	2	and	the	whirlwind	otherwise	known	as	the	holiday	season	is	but	a	memory.
Perhaps	that's	why	holiday	light	displays	are	so	popular:	They	allow	the	viewer	to
steal	a	few	moments	of	stillness	within	a	season	dominated	by	wish	lists	and	task
lists.	

1.		Macy’s	Christmas
Light	Show
What:	A	Philadelphia	holiday	tradition
since	1956,	the	Macy's	Christmas	Light
Show	weaves	a	holiday	tale	starring
Frosty	the	Snowman,	frolicking
reindeer,	dancing	ballerinas,	glittering
snowflakes	and	seasonal	music	by	the
historic	Wanamaker	Grand	Organ.	More
than	100,000	LED	lights	twinkle	and
glow	against	a	four-story-tall	velvet
curtain	that	spans	nearly	the	entire
height	of	the	department
store's	cavernous	atrium.	

Where:	Macy's	Center	City,	1300
Market	St.,	Philadelphia,	PA	19107
How	much:	Free

When:	Friday,	Nov.	28–Wednesday,	Dec.	31,	repeating	every	two	hours	beginning
at	10	a.m.	and	ending	at	8	p.m.	More	»
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2.		A	Longwood
Christmas
What:	Comprising	1,077	acres	in
Delaware	County,	Longwood	Gardens	is
unsurpassed	in	terms	of	horticultural
diversity	in	the	Philadelphia	region.	But
those	visiting	the	gardens	between	late
November	and	early	January	likely	arrive

for	a	different	reason:	to	marvel	how	Longwood	Gardens	seamlessly	merges	the
beauty	of	nature	with	the	magic	of	the	holiday	season.	

A	stroll	through	the	massive	greenhouse	reveals	thousands	of	poinsettias	and	lilies
lining	a	manicure	lawn,	while	outdoors,	nearly	500,000	lights	emit	an	ambient	glow	as
they	snake	around	leafless	tree	branches	and	illuminate	water	features	from	within.
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Where:	1001	Longwood	Road,	Kennett	Square,	PA	19348;	(610)	388-1000
How	much:	$20–27	for	adults,	$10–13	for	children	5–17.	Kids	4	and	under	admitted
free.		
When:	Thursday,	Nov.	27–Sunday,	Jan.	11	More	»

3.		Franklin	Square	Holiday	Festival
What:	Perched	in	the	center	of	the	historic	Franklin	Square	Fountain,	a	larger-than-
life	kite	electrifies	the	night	sky	with	more	than	50,000	festive	string	lights.	As
you've	probably	already	guessed,	this	high-wattage	seasonal	spectacle	takes
inspiration	from	Benjamin	Franklin's	famous	kite	experiment,	but	it	also	pulsates	with
the	energy	of	visitors	fulfilling	a	family	holiday	tradition.

Where:	Franklin	Square	Park,	200	N.	Sixth	St.,	Philadelphia,	PA	19102
How	much:	free	admission;	pay-as-you-go	activities
When:	Thursday,	Nov.	13–Wednesday,	Dec.	31,	repeating	every	30	minutes	between
4:30	and	8:00	p.m.		More	»
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4.		Holiday	Garden
Railway
What:	Crafted	from	natural	materials
such	as	twigs,	moss	and	bark,	a	festive
holiday	town	sets	the	scene	for	a
miniature	holiday	railway	at	the	Morris
Arboretum,	a	beloved	Philadelphia
public	garden.	Toys	in	tow,	the	train
follows	an	illuminated,	quarter-mile-long

track	across	bubbling	streams,	through	tunnels	and	under	bridges.

If	you	wish	to	see	the	railway	set	aglow	in	all	its	holiday	glory,	be	sure	to	purchase
advance	tickets	for	Friday	Night	Lights,	a	weekly	event	that	occurs	in	December.

Where:	Morris	Arboretum,	100	E.	Northwestern	Avenue
Philadelphia,	PA	19118;	(215)	247-5777
How	much:	$16	for	adults,	$8	children	11	and	under
When:	Friday,	November	28,	2014–Monday,	January	5,	2015	More	»

5.		The	Comcast	Holiday	Spectacular
What:	The	Comcast	Holiday	Spectacular	promises	a	holiday	experience	that's	a	litt le
more	state-of-the-art	than	most.	Screened	on	the	2,100-square-foot	LED	video	wall
(the	largest	of	its	kind	in	the	world!)	in	the	Comcast	Center	lobby,	the	15-minute-
long	show	takes	viewers	on	a	seasonal	journey	that	bridges	the	gap	between	the
high-tech	and	the	nostalgic.

Where:	Comcast	Center	lobby,	1701	JFK	Blvd,	Philadelphia,	PA	19103
How	much:	Free
When:	Thursday,	November	27,	2014–Thursday,	January	1,	2015,	repeating	at	the
top	of	every	hour	between	10	a.m.	and	8	p.m.	More	»
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6.		Smedley	Street
Christmas	Light
Spectacular
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What:	South	Philly	natives	need	no
introduction	to	the	Smedley	Street
Christmas	Light	Spectacular.	The
combined	effort	of	Philly	residents
living	on	the	2700	Block	of	Smedley
Street,	the	light	show	boasts	a	city
block's	worth	of	twinkling	lights	and
dazzling	displays.

Where:	2700	S.	Smedley	St.,	Philadelphia,	PA	19145
How	much:	Free
When:	Thursday,	November	27,	2014–Thursday,	January	1,	2015	More	»
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