
Understanding Diamond Clarity 
(Misconceptions, Chart Explained)  

 
Key terms:   
● Diamond clarity - 12,200 
● Diamond clarity chart - 4,400  
● Diamond clarity scale - 9,900 
● Clarity of a diamond - 12,200 
● Best diamond clarity - 2,400 

 
Motion: Talking head with B-roll  

Host: "We’ve all heard of the 4 C’s when it comes to diamonds – cut, color, clarity and carat 
weight. Today we are breaking down one of the more misunderstood of the “C”s- Clarity. Let's 
debunk some myths and learn how to choose wisely. It’s time to get some clarity, on clarity." 

Segment 1: What is Diamond Clarity? 

Host: "Clarity refers to the absence of inclusions and blemishes in a diamond. These 
'birthmarks' of a diamond can be internal or surface defects, ranging from minuscule to visible 
flaws. The Gemological Institute of America (GIA) has set a standard clarity scale, which helps 
in evaluating a diamond's purity." 

Segment 2: The Diamond Clarity Chart Explained 

Host: "The clarity chart is a roadmap to understanding these imperfections. Starting with 
Flawless, indicating no inclusions or blemishes under 10x magnification, down to Included, 
where imperfections are visible to the naked eye. Each grade has its place, influencing both the 
appearance and price of a diamond."  

Host: "Let's take a closer look at each clarity grade and see what it really means for your 
diamond." 

Flawless (FL) and Internally Flawless (IF) 

Host: "At the pinnacle of the clarity scale, we have Flawless and Internally Flawless diamonds. 
Flawless diamonds have no inclusions or blemishes under 10x magnification – they're the 
unicorns of the diamond world. Internally Flawless diamonds have no inclusions, and only 
insignificant surface blemishes. These rarities command top dollar for their perfection." 

Very, Very Slightly Included (VVS1 and VVS2) 



Host: "Moving slightly down the scale, VVS diamonds have minuscule inclusions that are 
difficult for even skilled graders to see under 10x magnification. Divided into VVS1 and VVS2, 
the inclusions in these diamonds are present, but incredibly hard to detect." 

Very Slightly Included (VS1 and VS2) 

Host: "VS diamonds include VS1 and VS2 grades. Here, inclusions are not visible to the naked 
eye and can only be seen under magnification. These diamonds offer a beautiful balance of 
quality and value, making them popular choices." 

Slightly Included (SI1 and SI2) 

Host: "SI1 and SI2 diamonds have inclusions that are more easily identified under magnification, 
and in some SI2 diamonds, inclusions may be visible to the naked eye. These grades offer great 
value, as the inclusions typically don't impact the diamond's beauty.” 

Included (I1, I2, and I3) 

Host: "At the base of our clarity scale are Included diamonds, where inclusions are evident 
under magnification and often to the naked eye. While they lack the clarity of higher grades, 
they come at a much lower price point, offering affordability." 

Host: "Understanding the diamond clarity chart not only helps you make an informed decision 
but also ensures you find a diamond that truly meets your expectations and budget." 

Segment 3: Types of Inclusions 

Host: "Inclusions are natural characteristics found within diamonds, each telling a unique story 
of its journey from deep within the Earth. Let's explore some common types of inclusions.” 

1. Clouds: "Clusters of tiny inclusions that can give the diamond a hazy appearance if extensive 
enough." 

2. Feathers: "Small cracks within the diamond. While they can affect the diamond's durability if 
large enough, they're often invisible to the naked eye." 

3. Crystals: "Mineral deposits trapped inside the diamond. They can appear as tiny dots or 
larger crystals that contrast with the diamond's clarity." 

4. Pinpoints: "Very small light or dark crystals that resemble tiny dots. Numerous pinpoints can 
form a cloud." 

5. Needle: "Long, thin inclusions that look like tiny needles. Their visibility varies based on size 
and location within the diamond." 



Host: "Each type of inclusion has its own impact on a diamond's appearance and clarity grade. 
However, it's important to remember that many inclusions are not visible without magnification, 
and they make each diamond uniquely beautiful. Choosing a diamond is really about 
understanding which inclusions are acceptable to you.” 

Segment 4: Misconceptions About Diamond Clarity 

Host: "Moving on to clarity misconceptions! A common misconception is that higher clarity 
equals a visibly superior diamond. Not true! Many inclusions are invisible to the naked eye, 
meaning a slightly included (SI) diamond can appear as beautiful as a flawless one, but at a 
fraction of the cost. Let's clear the air on some common misconceptions and shed light on what 
truly matters." 

Misconception 1: Clarity Is the Most Important 'C' 

Host: "Many believe clarity is the most crucial aspect of a diamond's value. However, all 4Cs—
cut, clarity, color, and carat weight —play equal roles in determining a diamond's overall appeal 
and worth. A diamond with a lower clarity grade but excellent cut can sometimes outshine a 
higher clarity but poorly cut diamond. It's the balance of these characteristics that defines a 
diamond's true beauty." 

Misconception 2: Inclusions Always Compromise Durability 

Host: "Another myth is that inclusions significantly weaken a diamond's structure. While it's true 
that large or poorly positioned inclusions can impact durability, most inclusions have minimal 
effect. Diamonds are meticulously cut to ensure longevity." 

Misconception 3: Diamond Clarity Degrades Over Time 

Host: "Some believe that a diamond's clarity worsens over time. In reality, inclusions are natural 
characteristics that remain stable. External damage, however, like chipping or scratching, can 
affect a diamond's surface clarity, emphasizing the importance of proper care." 

CTA:  

Host: "While we've established that a diamond's internal clarity remains stable, it's crucial to 
remember that external factors like chipping or scratching can still affect your diamond's 
surface. Just like any valuable asset, your diamond deserves protection against the unexpected. 
Whether it's an heirloom piece or a new purchase, Jewelers Mutual offers comprehensive 
coverage for loss, theft, and even those unforeseen damages, ensuring your peace of mind. So, 
as you choose the perfect diamond, remember to also consider the perfect protection for it. 
Check out the link in the description to get a free quote." 

Misconception 4: Clarity Enhancements Are Always Obvious 



Host: "Clarity can indeed be improved through treatments such as laser drilling and fracture 
filling. While these enhancements aim to make inclusions less noticeable, they're often 
indiscernible to the naked eye and can make a significant difference in appearance." 

Misconception 5: Fluorescence Affects Clarity Grades 

Host: "Lastly, there's a belief that fluorescence impacts a diamond's clarity grade. Fluorescence, 
the glow a diamond exhibits under ultraviolet light, is unrelated to clarity. It neither conceals nor 
exacerbates inclusions and is considered a separate characteristic entirely." 

Segment 4: Choosing the Right Clarity for You 

Host: "Clarity significantly affects a diamond's price. Opting for an 'eye-clean' diamond—where 
inclusions aren't visible to the naked eye—can offer excellent value. Remember, a diamond's 
overall beauty also depends on its cut, color, and carat weight." 

Host: "When selecting a diamond, consider your personal preferences and budget. An SI1 or 
SI2 diamond often provides the best balance between clarity, beauty, and cost. Always inspect 
the diamond for yourself, preferably with a magnifying tool or high-quality images, and review its 
certification for a detailed clarity plot." 

Closing Segment: Final Thoughts and Call to Action 

Host: "Understanding diamond clarity empowers you to make informed decisions, ensuring you 
find a diamond that meets your standards of beauty and value." 

Host: The final step in any diamond-buying journey is getting it insured by a reputable company 
like Jewelers Mutual that’s been around since 1913. Opting for personal jewelry insurance 
through Jewelers Mutual is an affordable option that covers loss, damage, and disappearance. 
Click the link provided in the description below to obtain a jewelry insurance quote in as little as 
30 seconds. 


