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Moving is stressful enough without being blindsided by items
that your movers won't be able to take on the truck.
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MONTICELLO/SHUTTERSTOCK

If you're looking for ways to have a stress-free move

(https://www.rd.com/home/cleaning-organizing/stress-free-move/1), there are certain

rules to be aware of. First, anything flammable or combustible will likely be on your

moving company's blacklist, warns relocation experts at Updater.com

(http://www.updater.com). Weed sprays, fertilizers, gardening chemicals, paints,

detergents, and many common household cleaning supplies could potentially be

hazards—think stifling hot moving truck in mid August carrying flammable material.

Call your local township or county to learn how to recycle products—here are some

great ideas for how to recycle just about anything. (https://www.rd.com/home/cleaning-

organizing/how-to-recycle-just-about-anything/) But other weather conditions could

wreak havoc on these types of materials as well, and are out of your movers' control.

Also, any type of liquid can leak, damaging other items in the truck.

Firearms and ammunition
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In many states transporting guns and ammunition is a giant no-no. "While policies vary

from state-to-state, you could get in some serious trouble if the Department of

Transportation (DOT) conducts an inspection and finds something illegal in the back of

a truck," says Jenna Weinerman, Marketing Director at Updater.com. In fact, most

movers are not licensed to carry firearms or ammo. How to get your hunting rifle

across country? Make sure your moving company has a permit to move firearms and

equipment or contact a gun dealer or ammunition dealer to transport these items.

Celebrating the Fourth of July in the near future? Don't transport fireworks via moving

truck either, or you could end up starting the festivities early (like, inside the moving

truck wherever it happens to be). Use these pro packing tips

(https://www.rd.com/home/cleaning-organizing/packing-tips-for-moving/1) to keep all

your stuff safe.
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Plants

KIDSANA MAIMEETOOK/SHUTTERSTOCK

Many states strictly prohibit the transportation of plants unless they're transported by

specific carriers qualified for that. Although they can't explode like paint cans or go off

like a gun, plants can carry vermin and bugs that cause damage. You don't want a pest

to hitch a ride to New Jersey and start chomping down the Garden State—or your pricy

sectional sofa. Here's how to keep pests from invading your kitchen.

(https://www.rd.com/home/cleaning-organizing/bug-proof-your-house/1/)

Safes
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VTT STUDIO/SHUTTERSTOCK

If you need to transport a safe that weighs no more than 500 or 600 pounds, your

movers should be good to go. Good things to stash in there besides jewelry include

paper documents such as Social Security cards and birth certificates to help you avoid

identity theft (and consider shredding these everyday documents as well

(https://www.rd.com/home/cleaning-organizing/shred-documents/1/)). "When it comes

to heavier safes, you must contact the dealer or store that you bought the safe from and

try to coordinate with a dealer or third party to take care of it during a move," says

Weinerman.

CONTENT CONTINUES BELOW AD
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Appliances and electronics

TORMASHKA/SHUTTERSTOCK

Any appliances such as washing machines, dryers, refrigerators, and stoves can cause

unforeseen problems to move, as they actually require special care. Movers are not

plumbers or electricians and customers shouldn't be expecting them to disassemble

and disconnect pipes and hoses. Need help to transport, mount, or dismount that flat



and disconnect pipes and hoses. Need help to transport, mount, or dismount that flat

screen TV? Be sure to let your moving company know in advance. And here's some tips

from the trenches if you're looking to a buy a new TV.

(https://www.rd.com/advice/saving-money/13-things-your-tv-salesman-wont-tell-you/1/)

Meds and important documents

ELEN 418/SHUTTERSTOCK

"When deciding what items should not go into the moving truck, three things should fly

to the top of everyone's list," says Libby McMillan, editor of ApartmentGuide

(https://www.apartmentguide.com/blog/) and Rent.com blogs. "The first is meds. If those

are misplaced, damaged, or overheated, the consequences could range from bad to life-

threatening." The second, she says, "is historic or sentimental photos and letters.

Anyone who's evacuated their home will tell you these are the first or second item they

grab. Don't put yours at risk; they're irreplaceable." McMillan ends her crucial list by

saying, "Be sure to also keep important documentation and paperwork with you. This

includes credit cards, licenses, checkbooks, passports, insurance policies, titles, deeds,

adoption papers, birth and death certificates, trust certificates, wills, current tax files,

and anything else you'd be hard-pressed to replace. Time is money, so invest a little

time deciding which things you'd dread having to replace." Helpful hint: "Use the move

https://www.rd.com/advice/saving-money/13-things-your-tv-salesman-wont-tell-you/1/
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time deciding which things you'd dread having to replace." Helpful hint: "Use the move

as an organizational catalyst, and decide if any of these should actually be in a safe-

deposit (https://www.rd.com/advice/saving-money/safe-and-sound-the-smart-way-to-

use-a-safe-deposit-box/) or fireproof box," McMillan adds.

Grandma's Rembrandt
 

554153533/SHUTTERSTOCK

If you need to move valuable items like antiques, grandfather clocks or your Grandma's

Rembrandt (OK, maybe it's just a poster from the retrospective at a local museum, but

still), confirm you have insurance for these irreplaceable items that are worth some

major money. Reach out to your homeowners insurance provider to see what's covered

while in transport. Or purchase insurance through the mover or your insurance

company directly. Some rare items may need to be specially packaged in wooden crates

or need to be moved in specialized, temperature-controlled trucks. To find a pro mover,

contact the American Moving & Storage Association (AMSA). You can also reach out to

the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) and Federal Motor Carrier Safety

Administration (FMCSA) to review the history and information, accidents, complaints,

https://www.rd.com/advice/saving-money/safe-and-sound-the-smart-way-to-use-a-safe-deposit-box/


Administration (FMCSA) to review the history and information, accidents, complaints,

and inspections for moving companies.

Baby grands

HELLER/SHUTTERSTOCK

A baby grand piano—or any grand piano—requires very delicate handling. In fact, a

specialist must disassemble some of the piano's moving parts before it can be

relocated. Once your "baby" makes it to its new digs, you might then need a third party

company to come and tune the piano and make sure that it's working properly.

ApartmentGuide recommends that other delicate musical instruments not be moved

on a regular moving truck if they're sensitive to temperature fluctuations, as most

trucks are unregulated.
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Wine collections

VALENTYN VOLKOV/SHUTTERSTOCK

If you are a wine connoisseur and need to move your wine cellar or collection of fine

vino, a regular moving truck will not suffice. Here's some wine terms that will make

you sound like an expert (https://www.rd.com/food/fun/wine-terms-you-should-

know/1/) when you call around for movers. Larger collections of wine may need to be

https://www.rd.com/food/fun/wine-terms-you-should-know/1/


know/1/) when you call around for movers. Larger collections of wine may need to be

transported in a specialized, refrigerated truck since movement, humidity, temperature

and exposure to light can all mess with the character and chemistry of fine wines.

Consider consulting with your local sommelier or qualified wine appraiser for

recommendations on moving companies and general advice.

IKEA furniture

MELIS/SHUTTERSTOCK

Known for their Swedish meatballs and inexpensive but innovative furniture, IKEA

furniture is not moving-friendly. "Believe it or not, IKEA furniture is one of the most

complicated items for moving companies to handle," says Weinerman. "A lot of people

have some sort of IKEA (or other modular-build) furniture in their household. These

items can be very complicated to disassemble and reassemble—sometimes even more

complicated than a grandfather clock or grand piano, as there are so many parts and

such specific instructions." Some moving companies even have policies in place that

state that they will not touch or disassemble any IKEA furniture; rather, this must be

done by qualified carpenters.

https://www.rd.com/food/fun/wine-terms-you-should-know/1/


Photo albums

HALFPOINT/SHUTTERSTOCK

"Photo albums aren't going to do any harm to the other items in your moving truck, but

they're at risk themselves during a move," says McMillan, of ApartmentGuide and

Rent.com. Check out the best ways to preserve those old photos

(https://www.rd.com/home/cleaning-organizing/preserve-old-photos/1) and avoid losing

those precious memories, by making sure they stay with you on a move. "Accidents

happen in moving trucks, whether it's something falling down, a box getting misplaced

during unloading, or even (rarely) something dramatic like a fire." If it's super-

meaningful and irreplaceable, tote it yourself.

Furry friends and their chow
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MAT HAYWARD/SHUTTERSTOCK

Hunting for Fido's food or your picky cat's treats among boxes are the last thing you'll

want to do when you arrive at your new abode. "Set aside at least two to three servings

of pet food, so you don't risk having to scramble to find the kibbles," says McMillan.

And don't expect your movers to make room for Fido on the back of the truck. They

aren't in charge of your pet's safety on a road trip. (https://www.rd.com/advice/pets/10-

tips-for-safe-road-trips-with-your-pet/) Pets should travel with you whether you're

driving or flying to your new home.

CONTENT CONTINUES BELOW AD
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Most People Can't Spot the Snake In This Photo—Can You? |
Reader's Digest

Sunshine Coast Snake Catchers 24/7, a reptile removal and relocation service from 
Australia, has a photo challenge for you—can you spot the snake?
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Eat This at Night, And You’ll Practically Burn Fat in Your Sleep |
Reader's Digest

Eating at night is a no-no for weight loss, but if you can't help yourself, this is the best 
thing to eat. Plus, it will practically burn fat while you snooze.
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How To Fix Your Fatigue (Do This Every Day)
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17 Car Cleaning Tricks Local Dealers Don't Want You to Know
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10 Signs of Disease Your Feet Can Reveal | Reader's Digest

Here’s how your feet can alert you to serious issues like diabetes, thyroid disease, and 
heart disease before you even get to the doctor’s of�ce.
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Costco's Rotisserie Chicken: What You Never Knew | Reader's
Digest

If you love Costco, chances are you're a big fan of their rotisserie chicken. At $4.99, the 
�avorful bird is a customer favorite—but there's a lot you didn't know.If you love Costco, …
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This $22 Tech Stock is Set to Soar by 2020 (50 Billion Devices)

Free Two Day Shipping on New ResMed Air CPAP Masks
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The One Negative of Apple Cider Vinegar You Never Knew
About | Reader's Digest
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Think apple cider vinegar is good for every part of your body? You might want to think 
again. There's a surprising way it could harm your health.Think apple cider vinegar is …
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This Is Why Public Toilet Seats Are Shaped Like a U | Reader's
Digest

Public toilet seats are often shaped not like a circle or oval in public restrooms. They're 
shaped like a "U," for a very speci�c set of reasons.Public toilet seats are often shaped no…
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He Transformed His Gut With One Thing

Landlines Are Disappearing with This Increasingly Popular Option
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We Bet You Can’t Spot The Hidden Soldier Camou�aged in This
Photo | Reader's Digest - Reader's Digest

When it comes to blending into surroundings, elite tactical stealth military units are 
pretty solid. Can you spot the soldier blending into these trees?When it comes to …
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Hairstyle Mistakes That Age Your Face | Reader’s
Digest - Reader's Digest

Your hairstyle can easily add or subtract 10 years to your face. These hairstyle mistakes 
can age you.Your hairstyle can easily add or subtract 10 years to your face. These hairstyle…
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This device has revolutionized the hearing aid.

Born Before 1985? Virginia Will Pay Off Your Mortgage
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This Is Why You Should Be Keeping a Lemon on Your Nightstand
| Reader's Digest

Start saving up on lemons—you'll want to start putting lemons on your nightstand every 
night.
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This Simple Trick Will Make You Fall Asleep in Just 60 Seconds or
Less | Reader's Digest

You can �nally quit counting sheep for good with this easy trick that will put you to sleep 
in 60 seconds or less.
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