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Discover four beautiful independent brands
to support and shop with
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ALTHAR is an Irish company based in the heart of the
Wicklow Mountains who design and make paper goods such
as cards, notepads and prints as well as other unique gifts
inlcuding clay ornaments with simple messages. Designed
by artist Genoveva, she aims to bring a smile to the special
people in our lives through the love added to every item.
www.etsy.com/ie/shop/AltHar | @althar.gifts

LU FRANCE INTERIORS is an Asian American owned, home
decor brand that carries ethically-sourced, handmade
pieces thoughtfully curated for intentional design. Every
piece is inspired by a story, highlighting the maker’s journey.
Explore pieces from artisans around the globe plus naturally
dyed textiles handmade by owner, France.
www.lufranceinteriors.com | @lufranceinteriors
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FROND make elegant, functional planters and accessories
by designing around essential plant needs, ensuring the
best conditions for thriving house plants. Frond's range
helps you get the basics right, with self-watering and free-
draining planters, self-contained terrariums and mini-snips
with their own plastic-free pouch.

www.frond.uk | @myfrond
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SOPHIE KINNS STUDIO offer playfully designed paper
goods to make you smile. Designed by Sophie and made in
England, all of her stationery is sustainably sourced, 100%
recyclable and plastic free. Sophie also provides a bespoke
creative and branding service for small businesses capturing
the specific needs of the individual.

www.sophiekinns.com | @sophiekinns
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Dan Thuy Nguyen'’s Parisian concept store, La Maison Nad Yut,
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Nad Yul

TALKING SHOP

acts as an extension of her own apartment, dedicated to beautiful

items that recreate the ambience of an inviting home

Words: Colette Earley | Photography: Elsa Lebaratoux
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https://www.instagram.com/althar.gifts/
https://www.instagram.com/myfrond/
https://www.instagram.com/lufranceinteriors/
https://www.instagram.com/sophiekinns/
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TELL US ABOUT YOUR JOURNEY SO FAR...

My family comes from Brussels, and after graduating from
business school, I wanted to try a new adventure. | arrived in
Paris almost 15 years ago now and | haven't left since. It's a
real crush!

I started with a ‘normal’ job in consulting, helping retail and
luxury companies with their strategy. After a few years, | decided
to go on a six month trip by myself through Latin America and
Asia. By the end, my desire to get out of the box caught up with
me. | left my job at the time to start my own business. That was
already 10 years ago!

WHY A LIFESTYLE STORE?

I've always been passionate about decoration and the art of
living, and I wanted to go back to basics and create the house
of my dreams: a cosy and different place, where life is good,
imagined as a real house. Back in Paris, this desire grew and
became obvious, and the idea of a private space - a soft and
cocooning universe dedicated to the art of living - was born.
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WHEN DID HOMEWARES FIRST SPARK JOY FOR YOU?

To feel good at home has always been a matter of course for me.
Surrounding myself with beauty and creating a cosy place are
things I have always done naturally, because the environment in
which we live also influences our state of mind and our work.

IN YOUR OWN WORDS, WHAT IS NAD YUT?

Nad Yut is a concept dedicated to the art of living. Our desire

is to slow down, surround ourselves with beautiful things

and experience small pleasures on a daily basis. Our showroom
is designed like a real house, and our e-shop also offers a
selection of beautiful objects for the whole house and the family.

HOW DID YOU START OUT?

After creating two digital businesses, | wanted to slow down
and realign myself with what | really loved. With my husband
- who I had met during my first solo world tour - | decided to
travel again for six months. It's in these moments outside of
the daily routine that ideas become clearer.

WHY DID YOU CHOOSE THIS SPACE?

I wanted a place where you could really feel at home. | set out to find an atypical place, representing a real
flat with character, where you could express yourself. I didn't want to be on the street so as not to distort the
concept of a house.

HOW WAS THE SPACE ORIGINALLY?

Before we arrived, it was a place that offered yoga classes, but originally, it was a stable (a long time ago!).
The columns and the floor are original, and it even still has the horse trough. When we arrived, we did a lot of
work to rearrange the space to be like a real flat. But | wanted to keep the original spirit of the place. In the
kitchen, we transformed the old trough into a sink.

WHAT MADE YOU FALL IN LOVE WITH PARIS?

The energy of Paris and its atmosphere. Its cafés, its streets, its beautiful buildings. There are always new
things to discover - even after more than 10 years here, I'm still amazed by its beauty!
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TELL US ABOUT YOUR COLLECTIONS...

Our selection evolves with the days, my encounters and my favourites. You will find a soft
mix of functional design and vintage; unique pieces and small collections selected with
care; small, trendy brands that I love; exclusive collaborations with artists, craftsmen and
ceramicists.

WHAT'S THE BEST THING ABOUT RUNNING A SHOP?

Creating your own world and meeting your customers. Knowing that they find inspiration in
the shop to recreate a soothing place in their homes where they feel good makes me very

happy.

HOW DO YOU INCORPORATE YOUR POSITIVE VIBES INTO RUNNING YOUR BUSINESS?

Every day | get up and say to myself that | love what | do and that | am completely aligned
with my job. The shop itself is already a reflection of what | want to create, so it's always easy
to work hard, and transmit the motivation to the team and the vision to the clients.
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WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE SOMEONE WANTING TO PURSUE
A CAREER OF PASSION?

Find something you like so much that you are willing to do it for free...
until you get paid to do it. Starting a business is a marathon, not a
sprint, remember that. Hence the importance of loving what you do
and sticking with it.

WHAT'S UP NEXT?

New projects are coming up this year! We're developing the concept
around the different rooms in the house to create new experiences.
We're creating real living spaces where you can have a coffee, enjoy
a relaxing moment, or even spend the night, defining our own brand
with a selection of objects for the home. And maybe, a new house in
Brussels... who knows!

www.nadyut.com
1G: @lamaisonnadyut
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https://www.instagram.com/lamaisonnadyut/



