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EMTREPREMEUR AMD SEWING
PRO TILLY WALMES SHARES HOW
SHE TRAMSFORMED HER BLOG
INTO A THRIWVING BUSIMESS,
OME STITCH AT A TIME

ilhy, founder and director of the

il ti-mward-winning sewing

pattern brand Tilly and the

Baatbors, is a toml boss. Mot only

hm she turped ber passion for
making clothes into o successful business,
helping budding sewiis everywhere to
learn the craft, she®s also mathored bao
bestselling books on dressmnking, and
tenches online workshops.

After mking some beginners” courses,
Tilly trained at the London College of
Fashicn, then began drafting her oan
patterne. She created the Tilly and the
Buttons blog so her and her fellow
stitchers could “geek out abour pattemns
and comtruction techmiques together™
To test the waters, she had one of her
desigrs graded into different sizes, wrote
sarme insructions, and put together a
bagio cover design. “The patern wert
up for sle as o digital d owmload through
my blog,” she recalls. "My mum rang a
couple of hours after I'd put it up to ask i
I'd seld amy. I can still bear her screaming,
S0 down the phone. I realised thers
was o market for them: and started
working on the mext one!™

Since then, the brand has gone from
smength to strength. We chatted o Tilly
about her journey in the Scuth London
smadio where she works with her team.

What's a typical working day liker
My 16-month-old son wakes me up

around Sam. The morning flies by as 1
get us both ready, and — toddler tantrums
dependent — 1 get to my desk around
fam. I'm only in the office three doys o
week of the moment so start by planning
pricrities for my time with a cup of stong
caffee. & lot of my day involves meetings
with the teamn, advising on projects and
editing content. And then Ill b doing:
anything from writing insooct ons,
through mimber-crunching budgets, »
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doing press interviess, test sewing new
patteres or planming projects. On the
dmye he's at nursery, I run for the train at
4.45pm todo his barh-book-bed rouatine
befiare collapsing on the sofa with some
food, Masterebel or Bu Pedy Doy Raece,
and falling asleep at an embarmssinghy
early time. Onoe o week my partoer looks
after our son s I sty in the office until
around Tpm. The other days I spend with
my by at soft play; swimming lessons and
chming ducks in the park, catching up
with work during his naptime.

Where did your passion for making
clothes begini I storted sewing 10 years
ago on & whim and fell head over heels in

lowe with the fulfilment tat comes from
taking a flat piece of fabric and stiching it
up into o umique piece of clothing. At the
time, I was locking for a hobby to reignite
the creative spark I felt like Fd lost since
becoming o grown: up, and thowght I
give dressmaking a try as Pve alway
loved dreaming up clothes in my head. I
became imstanthy obsessed!

How did youar blog evolve into a
businessi Readers and friends alike
kept telling me that they'd lowve to get
into sewing but they didn®t know how,

s0 [ decided to break it down into easy-
to—fallow steps written in plain English.

I really wanted more people to discover
the joy of dressmnking like I hod — it soon
turned into a pladiorm: for sharing tips
ond tutorials on starting seeing.

What do you offer sewdsts? Our aim
is to make dressmaking accessible and
inspiring to the new wove of orafters. The
main part of cur business is our loe of
easy-to-follow sewing pattems. IPve also
written two books — Lone @t First Stitch is
lilee a beginner sewing course in a book,
ond Serercikd is all abouat sewing wearnhle
clothes with knit fabrics such as jersey
and seeashirting. I also teach video
workshops on all things sewing.

I= there a feeling you try to inspire

with your patberns? I hope they muokes
people feel relaxed, happy and fulfilled
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“Our aim is to make
dressmaking accessible

and msplruF to the

new wave of crafters.”

m they're sewing, putting their worries
mide and foousing on cutting and
stitching with pretty fabrics. And, when
they put on their finished outfit, 1 hope
they feel proud they've made themsehres
n handmade, one-of-a-kind garment
tmilored to fit their unique bedy shape.

What's the best bit of your job? I love
creating & pattern and seeing how people
put their carn unique spin on it with the
fabrice they chooae, the design flourishes
they ndd and their own personalities
ooming through when they wear it.

Are there elements you don't enjoy
=0 much? Bunming any buriness can be
stressful, particularly dealing with staffing
isses, tackling unfiomes sen 1 ogistical

problems and making sure the company »
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[ Tilly and her = “Tlowe averyihing
team design swing to match, induding
patterns fr the oy eclssors and my
T e e, nadlsl™ gys Tilly.
Inchiding astapls Caoloar ke Important
dungares pattern. o the brand.
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is generating enough income to cover the
crazy amount of coss irolved. Yo cant

clock off in the evening and weekends like
you would with a regular job —it’s aways

on your mind. Yet I find it so fulfilling

to drive and grow a venture, so can’t see

mysell going back to s regular job.

Are yvou able to fit in sewing just for
youi Bunning o usiness and running
after a toddler doesn®t leave me with
much time, but I try to fitit in where I
can. Bven if it's ust 15 minntes before
b, it alwmys mokes me feel better. 1
can’t sew anything without obs essively
scribbling ideas for blog posts.

Do you have a favourite make? My
latest miake iz abways my fovourite] 5o Id
himve to say o lilac wool duffle coat wich
mint green lining, made with our BEden
cont pattern. Fhas o seeatshirt I made for
my sor, which has a pelar bear face and
ears on it Obeessed!

Who inspires you? When I was o child,
my mam ran o chanty from home,

which she later grew into quite a big
crgamisation. I saw how she thrived on the
bz of creating something from scracch.
I mever thoughit T wanted to ran my owmn
basviness, bt T muose have subconscioashy
nhsorbed this experience as inspiration]

“I want more people to

discover the joy that
comes with making
things with their hands.”

Mowadays, 1 love following entreprensurs
working in other creative fields — it so
inspiring seeing how people are making
their unique contribution to the world.

When are you most creative’ When
IPm away from my desk - I often borst
back into the office from a loo break
shouting about a new idea I*ve had!

What's your big motivation? I vant
mare people to discover the joy that
comes with making things with their cwn
hands, and reconnect o the creativity
and semse of play that e lot of us lost or
suppressed when we became adules.

Can you share what™s coming ap?
Wie're hard at work on two patterm

that'll be relemed this summer, plus 'm
developing teo big projects for the future.

I coan't wit to see them out in the waorld! &

Wisit s tilbpanc thedattan s con o chck
ekt libest pattarrs, ared find Tily sharing
irapiraticn on Instagrarm aa @TIyEuR oL



