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TORONTO — How much Iraq, my home ABOUT

Voices  country, has changed. And I know all too
well that the changes did not happen
overnight. It was, and is, systematic

destruction, and for me it started three decades ago
during the run up to Baghdad’s last planned summit.

Back then, in 1981, I was a newly graduated civil
engineer working on the V.V.L.P.B. — Very, Very
Important Persons Building — at Baghdad
International Airport, a project that was a symbol of
glory, abundance and growth as Iraq prepared itself to
host a 1983 conference of Non-Aligned Movement
nations, a prestigious event during the cold war.

We Iraqi engineers were constantly encouraged by our
seniors to learn from the overseas construction
companies supervising the airport, and other projects.
Baghdad was one large workshop.

Once, a French engineer asked me, “Where do you see
yourself 15 years from now?” Maybe running a
construction firm of my own, I thought. The Italians,
French and other internationals opened schools for
their children. I remember a British engineer’s wife
gave birth to their third boy in the Iraqi Red Crescent
Hospital in Baghdad. That was how safe and reliable
Baghdad was.

But while Iraq was trying to position itself during the
cold war, its sons were battling ferociously on its own
front line, with Iran. No neighborhood, street or
corner, it seemed, was spared the common scene of a
mother wailing over her dead son, his body wrapped
in the Iraqi flag. My block, included — it was the sign
of the time.

The summit never happened, it was canceled because
of the war with Iran. I almost cried the day I learned
that it had been moved to New Delhi.

1 fled Iraq in 2003. Flying to and from Baghdad in
recent years, I learned to take the pulse of the street
from my fellow Iraqi passengers. On my first trip in
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At War is a reported blog from Afghanistan,
Pakistan, Iraq and other conflicts in the post-
9/11 era. The New York Times's award-winning
team provides insight — and answers guestions
— about combatants on the faultlines, and
civilians caught in the middle.
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REMEMBERING A FALLEN COLLEAGUE

A Fund for Sultan Munadi's Children

The New York Times has established an
education fund for the children of Sultan
Munadi, an Afghan journalist who was slain in
Afghanistan in 2009. Learn more about him and
how you can contribute here. »

ARCHIVE Select Month <

RECENT POSTS

Seven Marathons in Seven Days, Crossing - -
Each Finish Line for Fellow Marines l ]
Marine Corps Captain Calum Rammhe, a longtime

marathon runner, ran seven marathons on seven

continents in seven days to raise money for a charity that
supports wounded Marines and their families. It also let him
reflect on why running is more than a hobby for him.

Read more. ..

Combat Amputees, and Their Therapists,
Find Roads to Happiness

A physical therapist describes the powerful bonds
she formed with the wounded veterans and her

fellow physical and occupational therapists at the Walter Reed
Army Medical Center. Read more. ..

Focusing on Leadership as Marine Corps
Mandate to Integrate Women in Combat u
Units Nears

A former Marine Corps officer argues that good
leadership makes all the difference in smoothing the integration
of women into combat units. Read more. ...

Letters From the Pacific, From Pearl
Harbor to Okinawa
Hundreds of letters from an Army private named b 4

Hareld Grove Moss, whose tour of duty spanned
Pearl Harbor to the surrender of Japan, have been transcribed
and posted online by his daughter. Read more. ..

How We Judge Those Who Served, or
Didn’t, in Vietnam

A Vietnam-era veteran says presidential candidates
should not be judged harshly just because they did
not serve during that war. Read more. . .
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