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FADE I N

I NT. - JAMES' S HOUSE - NI GHT

Vari ous shots of JAMES S famly room the TV, the couch, the
vi deo gane console, the half-eaten bag of cheetos, etc.

ADIN (V.Q)
My nanme is Adin Smth. My story is
pretty conventional, in my opinion,

but I'"'mhere to tell you how | fell
inlove. No, it didn't just hit nme
one day that | was with "the one"
and no, | didn't fall in love with
my best friend, but | did fall in

| ove with the "boy next door."™ Not
literally, but rather

figuratively. But before we get to
that part, | have to tell you about
nmy ex boyfriend, Janes. He was a
real jerk, but | had nyself

convinced that | loved him Now
realize that | didn't |ove himat
all, but I nerely |oved the idea of

him of having soneone to call ny
own. Anyway, that’s beside the
point. Let's start here. This was
the turning point in ny
relationship with Janes. |11
catch up with you later to nake
sure you under st and.

I NT. - JAMES' S HOUSE - N GHT

JAMES, a 6’ bl onde teenager dressed in skinny jeans and
vans, sits nmesmerized in front of the TV screen, playing
Call of Duty while ADIN, a short blonde girl in a sumery
dress, sits unconfortably next to him There is no physica
contact between the two and Adin awkwardly | ooks at her
nails, occasionally biting them She sighs and Janmes does
not even notice. Finally she speaks up.

ADI N
Hey, Janes, do you naybe want to go
out and see a novie tonight? Your

choi ce. .

JAMVES
Uh...yeah...sure, Babe, just let nme
pl ay one nore gane. |’ mjust about

to get a new best KD.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

ADI N
(di sheart ened)
Sure...no problem..

JAVES
Actually, | just want to stay in
tonight. You don’'t mind, do you
Babe? | just don't really feel Iike
goi ng out.

ADI N

Oh...okay then. Can we at |east do
sonmething I enjoy as well then?

JAMES
(1 ooks at ADIN, shocked)
Unh...you wanna grab a controller?
can show you how to play.

ADI N
(frustrated)
No, Janes. | do not enjoy playing
vi deo ganes!
JAMES
Ckay...what do you want then?
ADI N
(sighs)
You know what? | think I’ mjust
going to call it a night. 1'll see
you later, | guess.
JAMES
kay, if that’'s what you want to

do.

ADI N gets up from her place on the couch, grabs her purse
and keys, quickly pecks JAMES on the lips, and | eaves his
house.

EXT. - OUTSI DE JAMES S HOUSE - N GHT

ADI N cl oses the front door and | eans against it, resigned.
A tear slowy escapes fromher left eye and rolls down her
cheek.

ADI N
Get a hold of yourself, Adin! Wat
are you doing crying? This is
ridi cul ous!



Frustrated with her sudden sadness, she pushes herself off
t he door and wal ks quickly to her car, gets in, turns the
ignition, and drives off.

I NT. - ADIN S BEDROOM - NI GHT

ADIN, visibly upset, sits in her bed with her DAD, an ol der
sal t - and- pepper-haired man in a T-shirt and worn out jeans,
who is giving her advice. Her nusic is playing quietly in

t he background.

DAD
What’ s on your mnd, Adin?
ADI N
Oh, it’s nothing...
DAD
| ve known you for eighteen years,
Adin. | know when you’ re upset.

Your eyes don’t have the same shine
that they usually do and your smle
isn’t genuine.

ADI N
(sm | es)
Thanks, Dad. It’s just Janes. |
really care about him and he can be
so charm ng and funny but | just

feel |like he doesn’t care about ne.
O he does, but only when it’s
convenient for him Oherwi se, |'m

just soneone that’s sitting in the
room whil e he plays hours and hours
of Call of Duty.

DAD
What’' s Call of Duty?

ADI N
(rolls her eyes)
Dad...it’s a videogane. ..
DAD
Ch, right, | knew that. Well, it

seens to ne it’s tine to judge

whet her you' re getting everything
you want out of the relationship or
whether it’s worth all this pain
and upset it’'s causing you.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

ADI N

(eyes watering)
| know...and that’s the sad part.
l"mreally beginning to realize
that he’s not good for ne and he
doesn’t treat nme well. But | stil
care about himand don’t want to
hurt his feelings. Because | don't
t hi nk he sees what he’ s doing.
t hi nk he cares about ne when his
attention is focused on ne and he
just forgets about ne when it
isnt. It’s just so sad to figure
this all out.

DAD
(hugs ADI N and rubs her back
as she cries)
| know, Adin, | know. Fuck him

he’s a douche anyway. It’ll be
okay, though, | promse it’'ll be
okay.

I NT. - JAMES' S HOUSE - DAY

Once again, JAMES sits glued to the TV as ADIN sits there
next to him This tinme she is reading a magazi ne that was
laying on the coffee table. GOher friends are present,

pl ayi ng video ganes with Janmes, drinking sodas, and talking.

ADI N
Hey Janes!

JAMES doesn’t hear her. ADIN |Iooks around at anot her couple
that is there. The girl is sitting on her boyfriend s |ap
and they are happily talking. Adin decides she’s had enough
and that it’'s really time to end things, but she hates
confrontation. Feeling as though nobody woul d notice, she
gets up off the couch and wal ks toward the front door with
all her things. She stops by the door and turns back to
survey the scene.

ADI N ( CONTI NUED)
(sighs quietly)
Goodbye, Janes..

Silently, ADIN slips out the door and clicks it shut w thout
anyone noticing. The rest of the teenagers continue on with
what they were doing.

FADE OUT



EXT. - DAYCARE CENTER - AFTERNOON

ADI N wal ks up the pathway to the daycare center to pick up
the little boy that she babysits. Another boy from her
class MASON, a tall blonde boy in jeans and a button down
shirt with the sleeves rolled up, is just in front of her
and hol ds the door open for her and they wal k in together.

MASON

After you, Adin.
ADI N

Thanks, Mason. How re you?
MASON

I"mwell, thanks! | didn’t know

you had a little sibling.

ADI N
Ch, | don't. | babysit alittle
boy naned Cole. He's pretty cute.
Al t hough, | didn't know you had a
younger sibling, either.

MASON
(flirtatious)
But of course! Alittle sister.
She’s four. Her nane’s Sanant ha.
She’s pretty cute, too, if | do say
so nysel f.

ADI N
(getting nervous with the
flirtatious interaction)
Oh, well | suppose I'Il have to
take your word for it. |I’ve gotta
get Cole hone. See you around.

MASON
(confused)
Ckay. Yeah. See you around.

INT. - ADIN S BEDROOM - NI GHT

ADIN sits on her bed with a bottle of water and a cooki e,
and opens her | aptop.

| NSERT - ADIN s | aptop screen.

Tunblr is open on ADIN S | aptop screen and the voice over is
bei ng typed on the screen.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

ADIN (V.Q)
| saw Mason nore often at the
daycare center after that first
day. It was alnpst as if he tried
to make sure we'd arrive there at
the same time. Not that | m nded
or anything, because Mason was a
nice guy. |’'d never had a problem
with himand we'd gone to schoo
t oget her since kindergarten. W
tal ked nore and nore and | grewto
enjoy his conpany. W’ d chat about
school, our weekend pl ans,
anything, really, that cane
up. The conversations were al ways
short though, because they only
| asted as long as it took us to
sign the kids out and wal k back to
our cars. Then, one day, this
happened.

FADE TO NEXT SCENE

EXT. - DAYCARE CENTER - AFTERNCON

MASON and

ADI N are wal ki ng toget her back toward their

cars. Suddenly Mason stops wal king and Adin stops a few
steps ahead of himand turns around.

ADI N
(blurts out)
Did you forget sonething?

MASON
Do you want to go on a date with ne
sonetime? I nean, we tal k al nost
everyday and |1'd like to think that
we get along pretty well and |
think I like you. So, will you go
on a date wth ne?

ADI N
(shocked)

Uhm . .uhh...l don’t know what to
say. ..

MASON
You coul d say yes.

ADI N
|"mreally sorry, but I just don’t
think "’mready yet. |’msorry.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

I NT. - ADI

ADIN sits
encount er
her about

MASON
(poorly hiding his
di sappoi nt nent)
Ch okay. Don’t worry about it.
Forget | said anything.

ADI N

So I'lIl see you around?
MASON

Sure, 1'Il see you around.

N S CAR - AFTERNCON

in her car, confused and enbarrassed about her
wth MASON. COLE sits in the back seat and asks
it.

COLE
What's a date?

ADI N
When two people go out and do
sonet hi ng toget her.

COLE
Way don’t you want to go out with
hi m and do sonet hi ng toget her?

ADI N
Because. .. because |’ m scar ed.

CCLE
Wiy are you scared, Adin? It
doesn’t sound very scary to go out
and do sonething. You could sw ng
on the swings at the park! That's
doi ng sonet hing, right?

ADI N
Because the |last boy | went on a
date with hurt nmy feelings very
badly, Cole. And I don’'t want that
to happen again. | nmean, | guess it
woul d be pretty harmless if we went
to swing on the swi ngs together,
huh?

CCLE
Yeah! Nobody’'s feelings get hurt on
t he swi ngs because everyone’'s happy
on the sw ngs!

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 8.

ADI N
(smling)
| think you just m ght be right,
Cole. Let’s go to the sw ngs.
INT. - ADIN S BEDROOM - NI GHT

ADIN sits on her bed once nore, with her |aptop open to
Tunblr. She bl ogs once agai n.

ADIN (V.Q)
| didn’t know what to do. | didn't
want to ruin what had started to
devel op between Mason and ne but |
al so knew | wasn’t ready to start
dating again. But on the other
hand, why not? Mason was a great
guy and what was the harmin just
trying to be friends? W didn't
have to date to hang out, after
all. So it’'s decided. | was going
to be friends with Mason.

MONTAGE - ADIN AT THE DAYCARE CENTER
--ADIN arrives at the daycare center only to find MASON

isn't there. She | ooks around, confused, but |eaves to take
COLE hone.

--The next day, ADIN again arrives but MASON still isn’t
t here.
--The third day, MASON still isn’t there and ADIN begins to

show a sadness on her face.
--On the fourth day, she doesn’t even try to | ook for MASON.

FADE TO NEXT SCENE

I NT. - SCHOOL HALLWAY - DAY

ADI N spots MASON by the drinking fountain in the hallway
during lunchtinme. She quickly wal ks over to himand greets
hi m

ADI N
(awkwar dl y)
Hey, Mason. | haven’t seen you
around at the daycare center

lately...

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 9.

MASON
(indifferent)
Oh, yeah, | guess |’ve just been

going a bit later than usual.
MASON begins to wal k away down the hallway. ADIN foll ows.
ADI N
Well that’s a bit unfortanate. |
guess | kinda m ssed seeing you
t here..

MASON stops in his tracks. He turns to face her.

MASON
(surprised, raises eyebrows)

You di d?

ADI N
Yeah, | did...

MASON
Ww, | thought you didn't really
want to see nme anynore. | nean,
after you rejected ne and all.

ADI N
| kinda wanted to talk to you about
that...l want to be friends with
you, Mason. | know I’ m not ready
for another rel ationship, but I
want to be friends. | think you' re

really nice and |I’ve grown to enjoy
your conpany over these past few
nont hs. Do you think we could start

t here?
MASON
(smles)
Yeah, | think we could start there.

|’d rather like that. No pressure,
just friends.

ADI N and MASON resune wal ki ng down the hallway, but this
time, next to each other.

ADI N
Exactly. So...what are you doing
t his weekend?

MASON
(flirtatiously)
Well, now I’ Il have to check ny
schedul e. Perhaps | can pencil you
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 10.

MASON (cont’ d)

in...looks like I can clear all ny
Fri day appointnents, so |I'll pick
you up at seven?
ADI N
(1 aughs)

Seven sounds good.

I NT. - MASON' S FAM LY ROOM - FRI DAY NI GHT

ADI N and MASON sit on Mason’s couch in his living room The
TV is on quietly in the background. Adin sits huggi ng her
knee while Mason sits facing her. They are talking
confortably with each other

MASON
So, Adin, tell nme about
yourself. Al | knowis the little

stuff we’ve tal ked about at the
daycare center.

ADI N
Vell, what would you like to know?

MASON
Favorite col or.

ADI N
Easy. Blue. Yours?

MASON
M ne too! Favorite book?

ADI N
The Lovely Bones. And yoursel f?

MASON
Tough one. .. honestly though?
Probably Geat Gatsby. It’s a

cl assic.
ADI N

Ni ce choice. That’s a good book.
MASON

(1 ooks into her eyes)
Al right, change of subject. Wiy are
you so scared?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

11.

ADI N
(surprised)
What do you nean "scared"?

MASON
You know exactly what | nean,
Adin. Wiy are you so afraid of
dati ng ot her people? W hurt you
so badly?

ADI N
(takes a deep breath)
Do you really want to know?

MASON
Yes. | genuinely want to know.

ADI N
Wel |, okay. But you asked for it.
My ex-boyfriend, Janes hurt ne. At
t he begi nning, | thought he was
exactly what | wanted. He was fun,
happy- go-1 ucky, and funny. |
t hought that was the lifestyle |
wanted. | started drinking a bit
with him thinking the partying was
what every high school kid did at
some point. But then things began
to change. | didn’t want to drink
or snoke anynore. It just didn’t
seem necessary. So he stopped
paying attention to ne. He' d nake
me sit there for hours on end,
whil e he played video ganmes. And
he’ d make plans over our plans. And
he would stop calling ne or texting
me. And if | brought it up, he'd
turn the whol e situation around and
pinit on me, calling nme clingy and
needy. But then, every tinme he was
mean to nme, he’' d do sonething
really sweet to make up for it. It
was a vicious cycle and it took ne
way to long to see through it
all. And in the end, | stopped
trusting people. And I thought
that | was this horribly needy
person, so | didn't think people
woul d want to be with ne. And
that’s why |’ m scar ed.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

MASON
Change is mandatory. Gowh is
opti onal .

ADI N
What ?

MASON
Change i s mandatory. Gowh is
opti onal .

ADI N

| don’t foll ow

MASON
It seens to nme, that things began
to change for you two. You started
to mature and grow. He stayed
stuck in his world of video ganes
and al cohol. He avoided his
probl ens and when he was forced to
confront them he’ d put them on
soneone el se. He didn’'t grow when

you di d.

ADI N
VWw. . .| never thought about that
before... Al this tine | thought
it was ne.

MASON

O course it wasn’t you. You're an
amazing girl, Adin. Any guy would
be lucky to be with you.

ADI N
(bl ushes)
Thanks, Mason. That neans a lot to
ne.
MASON

Anytinme, Aid. Now, let’s see what
nmovi es are on TV tonight!

ADI N
Di bs on the renote!

MASON
What ? No way!

ADI N and MASON pl ayfully fight over the renpte as they
deci de what novie to watch

12.



13.

MONTAGE - ADIN AND MASON GO NG QUT

--ADI N and MASON | aughing at a novie

--ADIN and MASON eati ng di nner together

--ADI N and MASON swi ngi ng on swings at a park

--ADI N and MASON swi mming at a pool

--ADI N and MASON star gazing at a park and Mason slowy
reaches for Adin’s hand. She doesn’t pull away.

BACK TO SCENE

I NT. - MASON' S CAR - DAY

ADI N and MASON are driving to Santa Cruz Beach Boardwal k
where they prom sed to go before their summer ends and Mason
goes to New York University in the fall. There is nusic

pl aying, but the two are silent. Adin is staring blankly
out the wi ndow. Mason notices her silence and asks her
about it.

MASON
Adi n, are you okay?

ADI N
What ? Yeah, |'mfine.

MASON
You can’t lie to me, Adin, | know
you better than that.

MASON reaches over and gives her hand a gentle squeeze. She
remains silent for a few noments and he gl ances at her every
few seconds until she responds.

ADI N
(sighs)
|’mfine, Mason, | promise. |It’'s

just hitting me how nuch |’ m going
to mss seeing you every day. |

mean, the last six nonths have been
amazing and | can’t believe you're
actually leaving, to go to New York

no | ess.

MASON
Aid, | know. Everything you're
feeling, I’"'mfeeling, too. But I

cherish every nonment we’ ve spent
together. You nmean so nuch to ne
and being with you was so easy and
natural. You know that, right? How
much | care?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 14.

ADI N
Yes, | do... Let’s just nake the
nost of today then, okay?
MASON
(smling)

kay, then. Deal.

EXT. - THE BEACH - SUNSET

ADI N and MASON have found a qui et spot on the beach to watch
the sunset. The nood is calmand serene. Adin sits with
her head | eaning on Mason’s shoul der. He |eans down to kiss
the top of her head gently. She smles.

ADI N
Hey, WMase?
MASON
Yeah, A d?
ADI N
| just wanted to say thank you.
MASON
For what ?
ADI N

For everything. For today; for not
giving up on ne; for giving ne a
second chance. It neans a | ot.

MASON
You' re very wel cone, Adin. It was
nmy pl easure.

ADI N
No, really. It means nore than you
know. [|I’mso lucky to have soneone
like you in ny life.

MASON | eans his head on hers in acknow edgenent of her
words. A few silent mnutes go by. As the sun finally
neets the horizon Mason turns to Adin, |looking in her eyes.

MASON
(whi spers)
| love you, Adin.

ADI N
| | ove you, too, Mason

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 15.

MASON gently tilts ADIN s chin up and ki sses her on the
l'ips.

FADE TO NEXT SCENE

I NT. - MASON S ROOM - DAY

ADIN sits on MASON S bed, staring down at her

hands. Mason’s roomis enpty, save for his bed and
dresser. It’s noving day. Mason sits down beside her and
takes her hand in his.

ADI N
So...it’s really happening, isn't
it? | never thought this day would
actual Iy cone.

MASON
Yeah...it is.

ADI N
Is it bad if | don't really want
you to go?

MASON
No...only if it’s bad that | don't
really want to go.

ADI N
(voi ce wavers)
It won’t be so bad, right? You’'l
be hone for Christmas and that’s
really only a few nonths away.

ADI N | eans agai nst MASON S chest, trying to hide back tears.
He ki sses the top of her head and pulls her close.

MASON
Exactly. And we have Skype so we
can see each other and we can talk
on the phone. It’ Il be just like
|’mhere with you. W won't let a
little distance get the best of us,
don’t worry.

MASON stands up and pulls ADONwith him He begins to walk

outside to his car, still holding Adin’ s hand.
ADI N
| know, | know. |I’mjust going to
mss you is all. I"'mstrong, 1’1

be okay.



16.

EXT. - MASON S CAR - DAY

ADI N and MASON stand by his car on the driver side. Mson
hugs Adin tightly and for a I ong while.

MASON
| love you, Adin.

ADI N
| | ove you, too, Mason

ADI N and MASON rel ease their enbrace and Mason begins to get
into his car. The windowis rolled down.

ADI N ( CONTI NUED)
Be safe, Mason. But have fun.

MASON
Al ways am Beautiful. 1'1l call you
as soon as | | and.

ADI N

kay.

EXT. - QUTSI DE MASON S HOUSE - DAY

ADI N | eans down to kiss MASON one last tinme. She smles
weakly. He turns the ignition, rolls up the w ndow, and
begins to drive away. Adin waves to himone last tine before
he turns the corner.

ADIN (V. Q)
And then he was gone. But not for
forever, like in a |lot of the
movi es. Just for a few nonths. It

was really sad, yes, but he and |
could do it. Like he said, we
weren't about to let alittle

di stance cone between us.

FADE OUT



