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PLAYING WITH GEOMETRY

BRYAN YOUNG, OF YOUNG PROJECTS, BUILDS A MODERN JEWELBOX
FOR HIS FAMILY’S RETREAT IN WESTHAMPTON
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ROOM TO LIVE THIS PAGE, ABOVE: The
den in the front of the house provides a more
intimate space, signaled by the lower ceiling

height. A CB2 sofa is a comfy place to curl up
with a book, and the vintage Eames chairs are
a graphic punch against a dark wall. RIGHT:

The powder room is decked out in cement

tiles by Claesson Koivisto Rune and a vintage

Moroccan mirror. OPPOSITE: Large-scale,

cast-aluminum panels, created by Young,

hang in the dining room. A Bocci chandelier
illuminates the West Elm dining table
surrounded by an assortment of vintage chairs.

78 NEWYORKSPACES.COM

IN 2011, ARCHITECT BRYAN YOUNG pur-
chased a 1960s ranch-style home in Westhampton,

with the intention of doing a somewhat modest inte-
rior renovation. He was about two weeks away from
completion when the unthinkable happened. The
home burned to the ground, leaving only the founda-
tion. “About 80 percent of the house is built on the
existing foundation, which makes an interesting start
for a project,” says Young. “Your footprint is locked
in, but everything vertical is completely open.”

After a year of trying to figure out what to do
next, and sorting through various insurance and ad-
ministrative issues, Young acquired a construction
loan and decided on a timeline. Ultimately he com-
pleted the project in a staggering nine months, with
the help of Sag Harbor contractor, Vital Habitats.
“I approached Vital with design development-level
drawings, and it was enough to get us going. We re-
solved a lot of details in the field.” Young continues,
“When an architect and a contractor  conrivuen»
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can work together harmoniously you can really save
a lot of time and money. That’s not the way build-
ing projects often go; we found a way to work flu-
idly throughout the project.”

The 2100-square-foot, four-bedroom home has
a low-slung front facade—eight feet four inches
high and 100 feet long—that belies the open dra-
ma of the interior. With its cantilevered roof and
clean lines, it evokes a classic midcentury feel,
mixed with a California, indoor-outdoor vibe.
Young says, “We resolved the geometry that exists
from the front of the house to the back in a series
of facets that lead you through the space and out
into the deck and pool area.” The approximately
500-square-foot living area is more intimate, and
as the ceiling unfolds, the space becomes more ex-

TIME OUT 0PPOSITE, TOP: In the kitchen, teak cabinetry
and an island by Henrybuilt warm up the space. BOTTOM:
The exterior makes a dramatic statement, covered in
charred Cypress siding by Delta Works. THIS PAGE, LEFT:
Modern pendant lights in the master bedroom are by
Muuto. A vintage movie poster for A Streetcar Named
Desire provides a sexy and graphic punch. BELOW: The
spare master bath has a spa-like feel.
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pansive and leads to the dining area and then out-
side. “The ceiling gets higher and the glass doors
expand the space, and you can really feel the flow
through the house. Outdoor space is really what it’s
all about, and the deck is an extension of the living
room and the dining room.”

Young says that even in cooler weather the fam-
ily and their guests move between the indoor and
outdoor spaces. And although they also have an
apartment in the city, this home has become their
primary residence. “It’s not just a beach bungalow.
It’s beautiful in the winter too, and there is a real
connection to the outdoors. The property has some
beautiful specimen trees and it suits our lifestyle.
We are three houses back from the bay so you can
smell the salt air.”” see rREsourcesm
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