
We independently select all products and services. If you click through links we provide, we may earn a commission. Learn More. Advertiser Disclosure

ADVISOR BUSINESS BEST DOMAIN REGISTRARS

10 Best Domain Registrars Of 2025
Audited & Verified: Jun 17, 2025, 7:54am

& 1 other

Editorial Note: We earn a commission from partner links on Forbes Advisor. Commissions do not affect our editors' opinions or evaluations.

Compare the Best Domain Registrars of 2025

The Forbes Advisor Small Business team is committed to providing unbiased

rankings and information with full editorial independence. We use product data,

strategic methodologies and expert insights to inform all of our content to guide

you in making the best decisions for your business journey.

Learn More: How We Evaluate Website Hosting

Featured Partners

Best Domain Registrars of 2025

Methodology

In addition to hands-on testing of every provider on my best domain registrar list, the Forbes Advisor data team dives deep into

dozens of datapoints covering topics like pricing, features and support to compare, rank and score each provider for a data-

driven best list you can count on.

How To Choose the Best Domain Registrar

Picking the best domain registrar means finding the best security and top-notch customer service at an affordable price. Domain

management tools and dashboards are equally important, but registrars often take different approaches to these. Some domain

management dashboards are more user-friendly, and others require more technical skill. Finding the one that fits your technical

skill level usually means a better overall experience.

Essential Domain Registrar Features

Compared to figuring out the best website host, finding the best domain registrar is relatively simple. More features are yes/no

choices instead of ranges of services and the features list is shorter. The most important things to look for in a domain registrar

include security, ICANN certification, domain management tools, uptime and customer support.

Porkbun, Cloudflare, Spaceship and Namecheap each hit most of the high points, although the exact mix you need will

determine which fits best for you.

Domain Pricing and Overall Value

There are only a few ways to get a free domain name, most of which are temporary. Domain name registrations are calculated

yearly, and renewal costs are generally higher than initial purchase costs.

Average domain name costs are usually quite reasonable at around $10 to $50 annually. However, premium TLDs and high-

demand names can sell for much more, with the most expensive domain name sold being cars.com at $872 million. Almost all of

the domains I registered to test the best domain registrar finalists cost between $1 and $14, with the higher costs mostly being

due to add-on WHOIS privacy fees or SSLs from a few providers.

Other than stable domain name renewal fees, differences in value from domain name registrars generally come from included

features such as how many years you can register your domain name upfront, extra security tools, an easy-to-use domain

management dashboard, CDNs, SSLs and great technical support.

For combined value, Cloudflare, Porkbun and Namecheap are considered frontrunners. However, each has a different mix

of features and pricing.

Domain Management Tools Ease of Use

There’s an old line about you can’t tell the players without the program, meaning you need a guide to tell you what is what and

who is who. Domain management is a lot like that. While the basics make sense once you’ve gotten the hang of it, when you are

starting out, you need an easy-to-use set of domain management tools with plenty of helpful tips.

Changing names, addresses, DNS record pointing, handling renewal settings and managing security settings should never be

complicated. The processes are straightforward and a domain registrar’s domain management dashboard should be as well. For

example, I’ve seen cases where a registrar’s dashboard link to traffic logs redirected to a help file showing how to get to those

tools. Unfortunately, when clicking on the help file link, it went right back to the original icon, putting users into an infinite loop

of redirects with no way to actually access the traffic logs.

Porkbun knocks ease of use out of the park, with Namecheap and DNSimple close behind in spite of DNSimple’s more

technical nature, thanks to well-organized menus and tools.

Security

Domain names are even more vital than your web hosting because they aren’t easily replaced. Losing your domain name would

be like a rival company taking over both your brick-and-mortar location and company name. Your domain name is how

customers find you online and your identity to consumers.

The internet isn’t the same small community it was in the early 1980s when DNS protocols were developed. Having strong

security tools to prevent domain spoofing and other hacks isn’t optional; it’s vital. For example, popular domain registrars

Bluehost and Hostinger didn’t make my best list because neither offers DNSSEC, an additional encryption protocol that helps

stop bad actors from hijacking your domain and redirecting it to other websites.

Pro Tip

Remember that your name servers influence whether your domain registrar’s DNSSEC works. Some, like

Porkbun, only offer DNSSEC on their own servers, while others, like DreamHost, only offer DNSSEC for

third-party DNSSEC-compatible servers (but not their own). Be sure to check which servers DNSSEC

applies to before signing up.

Common security measures to look for include SSL or TLS certificates, domain locks, privacy controls and two-factor

authentication (2FA).

Cloudflare, DNSimple and Porkbun stand out for security features.

Technical support

Having strong technical support from your registrar to help if you are hacked or if you are confused about how to manage DNS

settings is important. While some web hosts make pointing domain names automated, when you need to change DNS settings

manually, it can be daunting.

The most common confusion expressed by SMBs I work with is not understanding which record does what. For example,

figuring out A records and MX records and how to forward or redirect a domain so it resolves with and without the www. prefix.

A domain host with good tutorials and great technical support makes the process much easier. Domain registration giant

GoDaddy didn’t make our best domain registrars list partly because of severely lacking technical support (along with pricing and

feature concerns).

Porkbun stands out for support with DNSimple and Cloudflare (for paid plans) also doing fairly well.

Specialty Domain Registrar Features

Beyond the core necessities, there are some great domain registrar features to watch for depending on your needs.

Which Domain Registrar Is Best for Your Business?

Finding the right domain registrar for your business often depends on your level of technical skill. Next you’ll need to look at

features. If you just need basic registration and controls there are many options, but if you need advanced security or extra

features such as domain auctions, your choices are more limited. Finally, budget comes into play as domain registrars have

wildly different pricing for the same name in many cases.

If you are on a shoestring budget, Dynadot with its combination of domain registration, email and website, might be a good

choice for you. Alternatively, if money is tight but you already have a web host in mind, Porkbun, Spaceship or Cloudflare’s

low registration costs might be a good option.

If you’ve never dealt with domains before, Porkbun and Namecheap’s beginner-friendly interfaces are good options.

If your business needs advanced API or extra security features, Cloudflare and DNSimple offer more choices.

If you are working with bulk purchases or stepping into domain flipping, you’ll want to look at a registrar like Porkbun or

Namecheap.
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

What is a domain registrar?

Is a domain registrar and DNS provider the same thing?

What is ICANN?

What’s the difference between pointing a domain and transferring a domain?

Do I have to use my web host as my domain registrar?

How do I choose a domain name?

What is a 60-day domain lock?

Someone bought my expired domain. Can I make them give it back?

How can I find the cheapest domain prices?
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Scoring Weight

Value 36%

Core Features 5%

Security 24%

Support 15%

Consumer Sentiment Index 20%

Ease of use. Managing domain name servers is a bit technical and can be very confusing. Simplified interfaces, dashboards

and tooltips make the process easier.

ICANN certification. ICANN accreditation lets you know that your domain registrar has agreed and is accountable for a

specific set of rules. While not guaranteeing a good experience, reviewing the ICANN list of accredited registrars helps

customers know which registrars are legitimate entities.

DNSSEC. Today’s global internet community brings with it more risks, and you can’t leave your virtual doors unlocked

anymore. DNSSEC is a set of cryptographic signatures added to your DNS records to help verify and authenticate

information, as part of preventing cyberattacks such as DNS spoofing, where hackers counterfeit query responses.

Registry locks. Registry locks (sometimes called domain locks) stop unauthorized (or accidental) changes to your

registration information by adding extra verification steps, similar to 2FA protection for your account. So, while DNSSEC

ensures transmitted information validity, registry locks stop changes to your account information.

As Mark Flegg, senior director of technology for enterprise-class domain

management company CSC, recently noted, “Even with strong credentials,

two-factor authentication and hardened registrar security, the risk of DNS

hijacking or administrative error remains. A registry lock helps mitigate that

by preventing unauthorized changes to your domain.”

SSL. Yes, many hosting plans include an SSL certificate, but using a domain registrar that includes SSLs keeps you from

risking losing security if you migrate (move) your website to a new hosting provider.

TLD support. Not every domain registrar offers every top-level domain (TLD). The extension, or TLD, is the part after the

dot at the end of your domain name, such as .com, .net, .org or .shop. You’ll need to match your preferred extensions to

domain registrar offerings. It is also important to remember that not all TLDs are publicly available. For example, .gov is only

available to U.S.-based official government entities.

Reasonable pricing. While first-time registration discounts are great, renewal costs are the biggest concern. Watch out for

registrars with abnormally high renewal rates that will be recurring costs.

Domain management tools. While some require more technical skills than others, every domain registrar must provide a

way for you to adjust DNS settings and manage privacy, renewals, transfers and security.

Domain redemption. Occasionally, people forget to renew domain registrations and miss the grace period (usually at least

30 days). When that happens, some registrars offer a last chance to recover your domain name during the redemption

period, although it usually costs considerably more.

Uptime. Just like your web host needs strong uptime rates, your domain registrar has to be online for your domain name to

work. Look for uptime of 99.9% (three nines) as the bare minimum uptime with a preference to 99.99% (four nines) or

better. That extra .09% uptime shaves nearly 8 hours off of annual downtime.

Customer support. Domain registration is relatively straightforward, but setting and managing your name servers,

untangling what A records and MX records are and fixing glitches is almost always challenging when you first start out.

Throw in dealing with security and cybersecurity, and top-notch customer support is vital.

First Year Price Ren

ShowMeThePrices

Porkbun $7.98 $11.

Spaceship $8.88 $9.9

Cloudflare $10.44 $10

NameSilo $17.29 $17

DNSimple $15.50 $15

INWX $13 $17

Namecheap $11.28 $14

DreamHost $4.99 $19

Dynadot $10.86 $10

Bulk domain purchasing. Makes it easy to register groups of domains at one time. This is very useful for hosting resellers,

domain name speculation or to buy your domain name on multiple TLDs at the same time.

Domain aftermarket. Some domain registrars offer tools to buy and sell pre-existing domain names. Domain auctions are

also sometimes offered as part of this secondary domain market. If you are considering domain investing or want to buy a

name that’s already registered, you’ll need this option.

Email accounts. Some domain registrars offer built-in email accounts. While not necessary, it’s a nice perk and keeps you

from needing to buy email from your web hosting provider. However, if your domain registrar doesn’t include email, the best

email hosting services often offer low-cost options.
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