
128TH Annual  
Meeting & Gala

The MetroWest  
Chamber of Commerce

DINNER & AWARDS PRESENTATION

11 • 15 • 23
The Verve Hotel

Tapestry Collection by Hilton

CONNECTING BUSINESSES 
INVESTING IN COMMUNITIES



College is FREE for Adults 25+

START HERE • GO ANYWHERE

YOU CAN’T
DO WHAT
YOU LOVE
MASSBAY.EDU/MASSRECONNECT



5:00 pm to 5:45 pm
Cocktail Reception, Networking and Entertainment

5:45 pm
Buffet Dinner Served

6:00 pm to 6:45 pm
Welcome Remarks

Brian Casaceli, Chair of the Board
Pledge of Allegiance and Veterans Recognition

The Power of Connection
Brian Casaceli, Chair of the Board

Craig Lizotte, Chair Elect
Stephanie Hirshon

Towma Rastad

6:45 to 7:00 pm
Guest Speakers 

7:00 pm to 7:30 pm
Annual Business Meeting

Brian Casaceli, Chairman of the Board
Craig Lizotte, Chair Elect

Awards Presentation
Stephanie Hirshon, Towma Rastad, & Patty McElligott

7:30 pm to 8:00 pm
Networking

ANNUAL MEETING AGENDA

Priscila Sousa, 
State Representative
6th Middlesex District

Michael McAuliffe,  
Chairman & CEO 

Middlesex Savings Bank



GUEST SPEAKERS
Michael McAuliffe, Chairman & CEO Middlesex Savings Bank

Mike has been Chairman and CEO of Middlesex 
Savings Bank since 2016. He joined the Bank in 
2014 as Executive Vice President and Chief Com-
mercial Banking Officer after 28 years in commer-
cial lending, primarily in the Massachusetts middle 
market. He has worked with hundreds of Massa-
chusetts companies, both private and public, 

helping them achieve their short and long-term business goals. 
Prior to Middlesex, Mike spent 15 years at Citizens Bank and ear-
lier in his career, held commercial banking positions with State 
Street Bank, Eastern Bank, and BayBank Boston. He is a graduate 
of Dartmouth College and earned an MBA in Finance from Bos-
ton University’s Graduate School of Management.

Mike is currently Chair of the Board of Trustees of the Community 
Foundation for MetroWest, Board member of the Massachusetts 
Bankers Association and a Board member of the Natick Cen-
ter Cultural District. He had previously been a long-time Adviso-
ry Board member of Lazarus House, an emergency shelter and 
food pantry in Lawrence, MA. 

Priscila Sousa is a member of the Massachusetts 
House of Representatives, representing the 6th  
Middlesex  District. She assumed office on January 
4, 2023. 

She is a school leader, Immigrant, Small business 
owner, and 3x Boston Marathoner. 

Priscila Sousa earned a B.A. from Simmons University in 2009. Sou-
sa’s career experience includes working as a sales manager with 
Vivint Solar, a legal secretary with the Wagner Law Group, and a 
legal assistant with Foglia & Associates P.C. She has volunteered 
with The Progeria Research Foundation and has served on the 
boards of Hoops and Homework, Amazing Things Arts Center, 
and Framingham FORCE.

Priscila Sousa, State Representative 6th Middlesex District



Middlesex Savings Bank is honored to play a role in 
sponsoring the MetroWest Chamber of Commerce 
annual meeting and because when small businesses 
succeed, we all win.

Learn more at middlesexbank.com/giving-back

SUPPORTING LOCAL BUSINESS
RIGHT THERE WITH YOU

HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING • HOT WATER • INDOOR AIR QUALITY
Heating Service Plans, Heating Install and Repairs & More! 

Coan Bioheat® Fuel Delivery
With significantly reduced greenhouse gas emissions & 

lower carbon footprint, it’s the most environmentally friendly heat fuel, and the safest.

196 West Central St., Natick • 508-653-5050 • 800-262-6462 • coanoil.com

Specialists in Home Comfort & Energy Conservation

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING



Proud Supporters 

of 

 The MetroWest 
Chamber of Commerce

Serving MetroWest for over 45 years

321 COMMONWEALTH ROAD | WAYLAND, MA 01778
508.655-5626 | RWHOLMES.COM

TENANT REPRESENTATION | PROPERTY LEASING | ADVISORY SERVICES



2024 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Class of 2026
First Term – Year One

1. Dr. Nancy Niemi – Framingham State University

2. John Whitlock, Jr. – MetroWest Medical Center 

Class of 2025
First Term – Year Two

3. Evan Eastman – Middlesex Savings Bank

4. Larry Drolet – Towerwall

5. Shannon Teles – Volunteers of America

6. Rick MacPherson – MetroWest YMCA

7. Peter Barbieri – Fletcher Tilton

8. Ryan Burkhart – The Verve Hotel, Tapestry Collection by Hilton

9. David Laurent – Colwen Hotels

10. Jeremy Solomon – MassBay Community College 

Second Term – Year Two

11.  Erick Lacy – Consigli Construction

12.  Jim Bartholomew – R.W. Holmes

13.  Nicholas Jennings – MetroWest Free Medical Program

14.  Jamie Stafslien – Complete Technology Resources

15.  Eileen Davis – United Way of Tri-County

16.  Vance Williams – Edward Jones

17.  Vera Dias – Evolve Realty

18.  Gary Dodakian – Sanofi



2024 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Class of 2024
First Term - Year Three

19. Chuck Budd – Avidia Bank

20. Jason Palitsch – 495/MetroWest Partnership

21. Greg Tutuny – South Middlesex Opportunity Counsel (SMOC)

22. Lydia Colon – The Learning Center for the Deaf

Second Term – Year Three

23. Brian Casaceli – Mirick, O’Connell, DeMallie & Lougee, LLP

24. Steve Levinsky – Natick Center Cultural District and Natick 
Center Associates

25. Anthony Murphy – Arthur J. Gallagher & Co.

26. Robert Valair – Staples Inc.

Class of 2023
Second Term – Year One

27. Kimberly Sigler – Bose Corporation

28. Brian Grossman – Bowditch & Dewey, LLP

29. Kevin Jaundoo – Document Technologies, Inc.

Year Three of Third Term (continuing Officer)

30. Craig Lizotte – The MathWorks

Ex Officio: Stephanie Hirshon & Towma Rastad, Co-Directors

Katherine Garrahan - Bowditch & Dewey, LLP, General Counsel



Advocates champions people who face developmental, 
mental health, or other life challenges. First, we listen. 

Then, together, we do what it takes to help people thrive.

Caring 
Partners.

Creative 
Solutions.

Better 
Lives.

www.Advocates.org



2024 BOARD OFFICERS &  
2023 OUTGOING MEMBERS

2024 Board of Directors
Officers

Chair – Craig Lizotte

Immediate Past Chair – Brian Casaceli

Treasurer – Kevin Jaundoo 

Vice Chair for Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion – Dr. Lydia Colon

Vice Chair for Education – Jeremy Solomon

Vice Chair for Large Business – Bob Valair

Vice Chair for Small Business – Jamie Stafslien

Vice Chair for Non-Profit – Eileen Davis

Vice Chair for Public Policy – Brian Casaceli

Chair Elect – Brian Grossman

Ex officio: Stephanie Hirshon and Towma Rastad, Co-Directors

Katherine Garrahan, General Counsel

2023 Outgoing Board Members

Eric Gustafson, Framingham State University

Sarah Connors, Middlesex Savings Bank

David Elgarico, MetroWest Medical Center

Annemarie Walsh, Eversource

Tiago Prado, BRZ Insurance 



Bowditch congratulates the 
MetroWest Chamber on its  
128 years of  service, and 
is proud of our legacy of 

Chamber leaders.

Worcester        Framingham         Boston BOWDITCH.COM

Brian Grossman 
Board 2021 - present (Counsel 2020) 

Katherine Garrahan 
Board 2014-present  

(Chair 2019, Counsel 2021-present)

Paul Bauer 
Board 2008-2013 

Mary Feeney 
Board 2005 

Kathleen Freeman 
Board 1998-2004, 2006-2008 

Peter Barbieri 
Board 1994-2019 

(Chair 2000, Counsel 2002-2019) 

Lauren Stiller Rikleen 
Board 1990-1996 (Chair 1994-1996) 

John Garrahan 
Board 1988–1994 (Chair 1993-94)



2024 AWARD WINNERS

Congratulations!
Peter Barbieri ‘Service Above Self’ Award 
Dr. J. Anthony Lloyd 
Greater Framingham Community Church

Ambassador of the Year
Charlie Pasewark
KW Boston MetroWest

Non-Profit Partner of the Year
Daniel’s Table

Business Leader of the Year
Robert Valair 
Staples, Inc.

Emerging Leader of the Year
Reyad Shah
Downtown Framingham, Inc. 

Small Business of the Year
JVF Solutions



FEED-A-FAMILY
Bringing hope to the table.

UWOTC.ORG/FEED
or Text: FEED to 91999

3,000 HOLIDAY MEALS:  LOCAL FAMILIES IN NEED



We are an innovative global healthcare company, driven by one purpose: we 
chase the miracles of science to improve people’s lives. 

We are dedicated to transforming the practice of medicine by working to turn the 
impossible into the possible. We provide potentially life-changing treatment options 
and life-saving vaccine protection to millions of people globally, while putting 
sustainability and social responsibility at the center of our ambitions.

www.sanofi.com
www.sanofi.us

We never 
settle

Pierre-Marie Robin, Sales, France



Thank  You!
The Verve, Tapestry Collection by Hilton, for hosting tonight’s event.

Andy Pickering, PixPro Photo for providing photography for the  
evening as well as events throughout the year.

Ashley Place, at JVF Solutions, for creating and designing tonight’s 
Event Guide.

Lastly, we would like to thank all of our Board Members, Committee 
Members, Ambassadors, and Chamber Members who support our 
events and programming.

The MetroWest Chamber remains strong because of YOU.

Our Sponsors
Legacy Sponsors

Middlesex Savings Bank,
Bowditch & Dewey, St. Mary’s Credit Union

Opportunity Sponsors
Advocates, Doordash, MassBay Community College,

Mirick O’Connell, Consigli, Sanofi

Local Leader Sponsors
Office of Senate President Spilka,

Signarama, R.W. Holmes,
United Way of Tri-County,
Capitol Financial Advisors,
Ruberto, Israel, & Weiner,

Greater Framingham Community Church

Community Connector Sponsors
Framingham State University,

Coan Heating & Cooling,
Residence Inn by Marriott Boston Natick

Community Supporter Sponsors
Fitts Insurance, Document Technologies



CORPORATE SPONSORS &  
COMMUNITY BUILDERS

The MetroWest Chamber of Commerce
would like to thank its sponsors

GOLD SPONSORS

SILVER SPONSORS

BRONZE SPONSOR

COMMUNITY BUILDERS

860 Worcester Road, 
Framingham, MA 01702

508. 879.5600
www.metrowest.org


