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Za ,pohadkovym zivotem* je spousta dfiny

A tairy tale lite’ goes hand in hand with a lot

of toil and trouble

Zajimavi lidé délaji zajimavé véci - a za zajimavymi projekty stoji ¢asto

sen se ji splnil - v Kostarice momentdlné dokoncuje
Apropracovany projekt, na némz je predevsim vidét,
s jakou ldskou a citem k nému studio Formafatal pfistu-
puje. Je to kreativni studio, které se zabyva architekturou,
navrhy interiér(, vystavnimi instalacemi a produktovym
designem. Tvoii ho tym kamaradu - architektd, designéru
a scénografti v ¢ele s architektkou Dagmar Stépanovou.
Studio stoji za zajimavymi projekty nejen u nas nebo treba
na Sardinii, ale i ve vzdalengjsich destinacich, jako jsou
Kostarika ¢i Katar. Tym kamaradd a nadSenct se neboji
pustit do odvaznych ndpadd, proto posbiral i mnoha své-
tova ocenéni (www.formafatal.cz/awards-nominations).

Vas ateliér se hodné specializuje na zahraniéni zakazky. Je
pro vas zahrani¢i atraktivnéjsi? Dokazete tam vice popus-
tit uzdu kreativité? Nebo ¢im to je?

Zahrani¢ni zakazky ndm prichazeji tak néjak pfirozené
a byla by skoda se jim vyhybat. Ja to vnimam jako velkou
prilezitost a jsem za ty moznosti vdécna. Pfestoze mu-
sime Castéji vystupovat ze své komfortni zony, kazdy za-
hrani¢ni projekt nas vyrazné obohacuje, posouva nase
vnimani okoli, u¢ime se novému. Hledame, ale i zakopd-
vame, ma to takovou vétsi dynamiku. Diky tomu také blize
poznavame jiné kultury a zvyky a za¢iname studovat dalsi
jazyky. Zkratka mam pocit, Ze se to vSechno néjak hybe, ze
se posouvame vpred, rozvijime se a nestagnujeme na jed-
nom misté, at uz fyzicky, tak mentdlné. Je to osvézuijici.
Kazdy zahrani¢ni projekt je vyzva, vyzaduje vice energie
a usili, ale kdyz se podafi, mame z toho ve finale dvojna-
sobnou radost, coz generuje dalsi vydatnou davku entu-
ziasmu. Popustit uzdu kreativité? Zalezi spi$ na klientovi,
kam az nas pusti. Ani ne tak na misté, to nds spis inspiruje.
Napf. Kostariku jsem si naprosto zamilovala. Hledam du-
vody, pro¢ tam trdvit vice ¢asu a skrze zakazky, které nam
tam ted pfichdzeji, najednou ty diivody mam. Zni to
vsechno jako pohadka, ale je za tim hodné usili, trpéli-
vosti, odfikdni a vysoké pracovni nasazeni.

Kde je k vidéni vase prace?
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Kromé Ceské republiky mame zrealizovany a dokonéeny
projekt v Kostarice. V procesu realizace jsou projekty na
Sardinii a v Kataru. Pracovali jsme na zakazce hotelu na Sri
Lance, ale tam se to celé zastavilo.V sou¢asné dobé pra-
cujeme na dalSich projektech pro Kostariku a Panamu.
K panamskému projektu jsme pfizvali ke spolupraci dalsi
architektonicka studia z Cech, protoZe jde o rozsahly pro-
jekt ekologické komunity, ktery vnimdme mnohovrstevnaté
a pristupy dal3ich architektti jej mohou obohatit. Z no-
vych poptavek ndm ted lezi na stole ke zvazeni projekty do
Indie, do Pafize, do Diisseldorfu nebo do Woodstocku.

Které projekty povazujete za nejzdarilejsi a nejradéji se
jimi chlubite?

Nejzdarilejsi projekt je pro mne jednoznacné projekt Art Vil-
las CostaRica, diky némuz jsme ziskali spoustu vyse zmi-
nénych zahranicnich zakazek. Projekt byl medialné tspésny
a publikovany po celém svété, vyhrdl prestizni svétova
ocenéni. Toho si moc vazime, a hlavné nam to dodava
dalsi touhu pokracovat a mit moznost pracovat na podob-
nych projektech po svété. Velkou radost nam ale délajii né-
které projekty v Cechach, napt. projekt vinného baru Au-
tentista v centru Prahy nebo nedavno dokonceny projekt
interiéru restaurace Gran Fierro v Myslikové ulici.

V ¢em spociva jedine¢nost vaseho hlavniho projektu v Kos-
tarice (Art Villas CostaRica)?

Jde oresort, projekt je jiz témér dokonceny. Podilela se na
ném jesté dvé dalsi architektonicka studia z Cech. Studio Re-
fuelworks navrhlo architektonicky koncept betonové Art
villy, ze studia Archwerk vzesel ndvrh na glampingové ko-
kosové domy nebo na zastreseny tropicky pavilon Wing.
Nase studio Formafatal navrhlo villu Atelier a kompletné
interiéry do vSech budov. Dotahovali jsme do realizace Co-
cohouses a na projektu jesté pokracujeme. Navrhujeme
drobné cabins pro zaméstnance, saunu, rammed earth do-
mek a sklenény dim posazeny u feky hluboko v dzungli.
Tento projekt je jedinecny z nékolika aspektt. Jednak se na-
chazi v tropickém rdji kostarické dzungle s vyhledy na Pa-
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cificky ocedn a do zelenych kopcti - to misto je samo o sobé
dokonalé. Jedine¢ny a vyjimecny je samotny majitel Filip
(nds klient), ktery tomu véemu ddva ten spravny naboj, a do
tretice je to rozmanitost celého resortu, kde ma kazda vila
svij specificky charakter, jinou atmosféru, nabizi zcela od-
lisny zaZitek z pobytu. Dohromady ale cely areal ptisobi ve-
lice sjednocené a harmonicky. Je to tplny raj na zemi.

Jaké hlavni rozdily vidite v téchto trzich v porovnani s nami?
Vim, Ze napf. Nikaragua je povaZovana za jednu ze zemi,
kam se vyplati investovat do realit, a navic je i velmi bez-
pecna. Ztotoznujete se s tim? Je Kostarika podobna?
Velky rozdil vidim predevsim v potencialu, ktery Kostarika
nebo sousedni zemé nabizeji. V architekture jsou oproti Ev-
ropé a dalsim zemfm Stfednf a Jizni Ameriky velmi pozadu
- at uz mluvime o Mexiku, Kolumbii, Chile nebo Brazilii. Pfi-
rovnala bych to asi tak k ,devadesatkdm® u nas v Ce-
chach. Hodné investort tam pfichazi z USA. Pozemky jsou
ve srovnani s Ceskem velmi levné, a to je pfitom Kostarika
nejdrazsi a zaroven nejbohatsi zemf Stfedni Ameriky. Trh
s nemovitostmi je tam stabilni a zemé je to bezpe¢na. Ni-
karagua je naopak nejchudsi zemf Stredni Ameriky, nebo
alespon byla. Nejsem si ani jista bezpec¢nosti, vzhledem
k ¢astym nepokojim. Stejné tak jako Guatemala, kam se
tdajné v posledni dobé presunuly drogové kartely. Za bez-
pecné zemé se povazuje napf. Panama a ted uz i Kolumbie,
navzdory své minulosti.
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Vase projekty vypadaji super luxusné. Pro koho jsou vétsi-
nou realizovany a jak své klienty hledate?

Myslite, ze vypadaji luxusné? Ono zalezi, co si ¢lovék pod lu-
xusem predstavi. Pozadavky nasich klientt jsou rtizné. Na-
simi klienty jsou vétsinou velmi zajimavi a inspirativni lidé,
vzdélani a zcestovali, z riznych profesi. Klienty nehledame,
prichazeji za ndmi sami na zakladé referenci, protoze se jim
libi nase prace, nebo nds oslovuji na zakladé doporucent.

Cestujete? Co vas vedlo k tomu zaméfit se na tak vzdalené
destinace?

Ano, cestuji hodné. Ted jsme tu byli dlouho ,,zamceni*
kvuli koronaviru, tak jsem vycestovat samoziejmé ne-
mohla. To jsem myslela, ze umfu. Jakmile to bylo opét
mozné, hned jsem odjela. Moje pobyty v zahrani¢i jsou
témér vzdy spojené s praci, odpocivat moc neumim -
a dyz ano, tak aktivné. Uz kdyz jsem s cestovanim zaci-
nala, coz bylo az po ,,vejsce", a kdyz jsem si to mohla fi-
nan¢né dovolit, tak jsem ihned mifila do Jizni Ameriky, do
Brazilie. Jizni a Stfedni Amerika mé vzdy ldkala ze vSeho
nejvic, miluji to tam! Citim se tam tak svobodné, jako ni-
kde jinde. Projekt v Kostarice mi spadl najednou do nd-
ruce, pfislo mi to az tak absurdni, Ze jsem tomu ani ne-
chtéla véfit. Do ted jsem na to nenasla odpovéd, zZe si
vysnite sen, ktery se zdal byt tak vzdaleny realité, a ten
sen k vam najednou a necekané pfijde. Pokud mam od-
povédét na vasi otazku: Pfivedl mé k tomu sen a Cisté

prani. Ted se toho snazime drZet a prostfednictvim pro-
jektd se ddl rozvijet a zlepSovat.

Koronavirus... Nemohu se nezeptat, jak vas ovlivnil a jaky
dopad bude mit na projekty? Myslite si, Ze je to ,,za nami“?
Musi byt velice slozZité dostat se tfeba pravé do Kostariky....
To je az bolestivé téma. To, co koronavirus zpusobil po ce-
[ém svété, jaké dopady - nejen ekonomického charakteru
- uz ma ted, a jaké jesté prijdou, toho se musime bat
vsichni. Za nami to rozhodné jesté neni. Nechci zachazet do
spekulaci a pfilisnych detailt, ale zamérné vyvolany strach
je podle mého nazoru urcen k manipulaci, a to je to, ¢eho
se obdvam. Kromé omezeni pohybu a moznosti vycestovat
nas korona po pracovni strance ve Formafatal zatim ne-
zastavila. Poptavek na nové projekty ndm stédle chodi
spousta, ale tézko fici, co bude za pul roku, nebo za rok,
dva. Nase projekty jsou prevazné drobnéjsiho méfitka, nas
by to nemuselo zasdhnout az tolik. Doufam! Planované
cesty mam v dohledné dobé opét smér Kostarika a Panama.
Kostarika uvolnila od 1. srpna restrikce a umoznila lidem
z tzv. bezpeénych zemi vstup na jejich izemi. Cesko bylo
mezi nimi, tak jsem toho ihned vyuzila. Vratila jsem se
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v&era vecer. Dalsi cestu mam napldnovanou na prosinec.
Pred rokem a puil jsem si tam také koupila pozemek, chtéla
jsem zacit stavét v ervnu, ale musela jsem to z dtivodu co-
vidu odlozit. Tak snad se tam v prosinci dostanu. Nejen kvdili
vlastnimu projektu, ale i z dGvodu prace na dalsich zakaz-
kach, které bude potreba dohlizet na misté. A uz se nemohu
dockat, az tam budu zpatky.

KRISTINA VACKOVA

Interesting people do interesting thing

Central America.

A;]d her dream came true - she is currently completing
highly-developed project in Corsica where one can see
the love and affection that the Formafatal studio puts into
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it. It is a creative studio which attends to architecture, in-
terior design, exhibitory installations and product design.
It is represented by a team of friends - architects, design-
ers and scenographers headed by the architect Dagmar
Stépanovd. The studio is behind interesting projects in our
country as well as more remote destinations such as Costa
Rica, Qatar or Sicily. The team of friends and enthusiasts
don’t worry about getting into brave concepts and has
thus received a number of global awards (www.formafa-
tal.cz/awards-nominations).

Your studio specializes a lot in foreign procurements. Is
abroad more attractive for you? Can you let your fantasies
run riot more there? Or what is it?

Foreign procurements come to us somewhat naturally and
it would be a shame to avoid or ignore them. | see this as
a significant opportunity and am grateful for it. Even
though we often have to leave our comfort zone, each pro-
ject abroad enriches us considerably, shifts the percep-
tion of our surroundings and allows us to learn new things.
We seek but also trip over... it is more dynamic. Thanks to
that we also get to know other cultures and traditions fur-
ther and start studying other languages. | simply feel that
everything is somehow moving, that we are progressing
further, developing and not stagnating in one place
whether from a physical or mental point of view. It is re-
freshing. Every foreign project is a challenge and requires
more energy and effort but if it goes well, we feel double
pleasure, which generates a further burst of enthusiasm.
Letting our fantasy run riot? That is more up to the client
as to how far he lets us go. Not up to the place. That rather
inspires us. For instance, Costa Rica, which | took a great
liking to. I look for reasons as to why to spend more time
there and now | have them through the procurements and
contracts that get to us from there. It all sounds like a fairy
tale but there is a lot of effort, patience, restraint and hard
work behind it all.

Where can your work be seen?

Apart from the Czech Republic, we also have a realized
and completed project in Costa Rica. The projects that are
in process of realization are in Sardinia and Qatar. We
worked on an hotel in Sri Lanka but that was all stopped.
Currently we are working on other projects for Costa Rica
and for Panama. As for the Panama project, we also in-
vited other architectural studios from the Czech Republic
to it as it is a large project of an ecological community,
which we find to be multi-layered and other architects’
approach can enrich it. As for new demands, we have pro-
jects for India, Paris, Dusseldorf and Woodstock for con-
sideration.

What projects do you consider the most successful and
pride yourselves with them most?

I clearly see the most successful project in Art Villas Costa
Rica thanks to which we acquired a number of the afore-
mentioned procurements abroad. The project was medi-
ally successful and publicised throughout the world and
won global prestigious awards. We value that consider-
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ably and it also gives us a desire to continue and have a
chance to work on similar projects throughout the world.
But there are also some projects in the Czech Republic
that make us happy, for instance the project of the wine
bar Autentista in Prague’s centre or the recently com-
pleted project of a restaurant interior at Gran Fierro in
Myslikova Street.

Where is the uniqueness of your main project in Costa Rica
(Art Villas Costa Rica)?

The project comprises fully serviced villas and is almost
completed. There were two other Czech architectural stu-
dios participating there. The Refuel works studio designed
the architectural concept of the concrete Art Villa and the
Archwerk studio a design of clamping Coco houses or the
covered tropical pavilion Wing. Our studio Formafatal de-
signed the Atelier villa and all interiors of all the buildings.
We brought the Coco houses to realization and are still

working on the project. We design small cabins for the em-
ployees, a sauna, rammed earth house and a glass house,
which is located by a river, deep in the jungle. This project
is unique for several aspects. Firstly, it is situated in a trop-
ical paradise of a Costa Rica jungle offering views of the
Pacific Ocean and green hills - the location alone is perfect.
The owner Filip (our client), is also unique and exceptional
for he gives it the right driving force. And then there is the
versatility of the whole resort as each villa is of a specific
character, different atmosphere and offers an entirely dif-
ferent experience from the stay. Altogether, the whole
complex makes a uniform and harmonic impression. It is
a paradise on Earth.

What are the main differences that you can see in these
markets in comparison with ours? | know that Nicaragua,
for instance, is considered to be one country where the
investment in real estate pays off plus it is also a very safe
country. Are you of the same opinion? Is Costa Rica simi-
lar?

I mainly see a great difference in the potential that Costa
Rica and its neighbouring countries offer. From the point of
view of architecture, they are really behind in comparison
with Europe and the countries of Central and South Amer-
ica - whether we speak of Mexico, Columbia, Chile or
Brazil. | would compare it with the ‘nineties’ in Czech. Alot
of investors go there from the USA. Land is very cheap in
comparison with the Czech Republic though Costa Rica is
the most expensive and also the richest country in Cen-
tral America. The real estate market is stable and it is a safe
country. Nicaragua, on the other hand, is the poorest
country of Central America or at least it used to be. | am
not even sure when it comes to safety due to frequent dis-
order. Just like Guatemala, where the drug cartels have
lately apparently relocated. The country considered safest
is, for instance, Panama and now also Columbia, despite its
past.

Your projects look really luxurious. For whom do you usu-
ally realize them for and how do you seek your clients?
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Do you think they look luxurious? It depends what one
thinks by luxurious. Our clients’ requirements differ.
Mostly, they are very interesting and inspirational people,
educated, well-travelled and of different professions. We
don’t look for the clients, they come to us via reference
because they like our work or they approach us through
recommendation.

Do you travel? What made you to focus on such remote
destinations?

Yes, I travel a lot. | was ‘locked in’ here for a long time due
to coronavirus, so | couldn’t leave the country. | thought |
was going to die. As soon as it was possible, | left. My stays
abroad are almost always connected with work. | don’t
know how to relax — and if | do, it is an active relaxation.
When | started travelling, which was after ‘Uni’, and when
| could afford it financially, limmediately headed for South
America, in particular Brazil. South and Central America
always attracted me most, I love it there! There | feel free
like nowhere else. The project in Costa Rica just fell into my
lap. It seemed so absurd to me that | didn’t want to believe
it. I still haven’t found an answer for it. That you construct
a dream which seems that remote from reality and the
dream suddenly and unexpectedly comes true to you. To
answer your question: It was my dream and wish that
brought me to this. We now try to hold onto it and develop
and improve it via the projects.

Coronavirus... | cannot not ask how it affected you and
what impact it will have on your projects. Do you think we
are over it? It must be really difficult to get to Costa Rica,
in particular.
It is a painful topic. We must all worry about what coron-
avirus caused throughout the world and what impacts -
not only those of an economic nature - it had and what
are still to come. We certainly aren’t past it. | don’t want to
speculate and get into too much detail but | think that the
intentionally raised fear is intended for manipulation and
that is what | am concerned about. Apart from the re-
striction of free movement and possibility to travel, corona
has not stopped us in Formafatal from a work point of view
just yet. We still get a lot of demands for new projects but
who knows what will happen in half a year or even a year
or two. Our projects are mostly of a smaller scale so it
should not affect us that much. | hope! In the near future,
I am planning a trip to both Costa Rica and Panama. Costa
Rica released restrictions from 1t August and allowed peo-
ple from so called safe countries to enter their country.
The Czech Republic belonged amongst those countries, so
| took advantage of it. | returned last night. My next trip is
planned for December. | also purchased a plot there a year
and a half ago and wanted to start building in June but had
to postpone it due to Covid. So, | hope | can get there in
December. Not only for my own project but also for work
on other contracts that need to be supervised there and
then. And | can’t wait to get back there.

KRISTINA VACKOVA
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