Barokni palac s tajemstvim

Baroque palace with a secret

le jen na par hotelt se nezapomina. Hotely, jejichZ n3-

vstéva nam zméni Zivot, pokud jim to dovolime. Jednim
z nich je brnénsky ,zazitkovy hotel” Anybody na Zelném
trhu. Stoji v samém centru Brna a je velmi nenapadny.
Skryvad se za zdmi zrekonstruovaného barokniho palace. Co
zaujme na prvni pohled, je, Ze se v hotelu Anybody s nikym
nesetkdte. Ani pfi check-in, ani pfi uvedeni do pokoje, a do-
konce ani pfi placeni. V3e je vyfizeno po internetu, a to diky
aplikaci, jejiz vyvoj byl pracny stejné jako zprovoznéni a vy-
tvoreni hotelu samotného. To je prvni paradox.

GRANDHOTEL BUDAPEST? MNOHEM Vic!

Adam Vodicka, jeden ze ti spolumajitelti a ideovy guru projektu
Anybody, totiz sam fkd, Ze on osobné je na lidech zavisly. Ma
jerad a potfebuje je kolem sebe. ,Nejdfiv jsem si myslel, Ze se
stanu soucasti néjakého obrovského hotelu s 200 pokoji, jako
je tomu ve filmu Grandhotel Budapest. Budu tam figurovat jako
ten, kdo hosty uvita a spIni kazdé jejich prani, bude jejich spo-
le¢nikem. Takovy byl muj sen, sméje se Adam. Realita ale byla
nakonec jind. Z velkého hotelu se stal hotel zazitkovy.

INSPIRACE NEJEN PRO JEDNU NOC

»ZaZitkovy hotel” nenf stdle ten spravny pojem vystihuijici,
s ¢im se v Anybody potkate. Hotel je klasifikovan jako parovy,
méli byste sem tedy zavitat v paru. ,VSechno je nas napad,
ptivodni a originalni,” fika Adam Vodicka. ,,Stale hleddme zpG-
sob, jak nds hotel pojmenovat. Ne vymyslet nazev, ale jak po-
jmenovat to, co tady zazijete. Termin zazitkovy hotel totiz po-
volné preloZeno jako vtahuijici zazitek...," dodava.

Za finaln{ myslenkou stoji i fakt, ze Adam vystudoval
psychologii a pracoval jako psychoterapeut. Prace ho ba-
vila, tak se rozhodl ji zapojit i do konceptu Anybody. Pary
tak maji jedine¢nou moznost vyzkouset si nové role. Zahrat
si na jedinou noc nékoho jiného. Splnit si své sny. Spatfit
cesty, které se jim nabizeji. Zavzpominat, okofenit sv(ij
stavajici vztah, vidét partnera v jiném svétle. Zit pribéhem
nékoho jiného svUj vlastni Zivot. A rano zase odjet a sam si
zvolit, jak zit dal.

DUM S HISTORIi

Adam mél napad, ale zprvu nevédél, jak jej realizovat. Pak
se objevila vyzva a pfilezitost v jednom a po mnoha trans-
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formacich se stala skute¢nosti. Jeden z nejzachovalejsich
baroknich paldcti v centru Brna ziskal nového majitele.
Predni fasada domu je pamatkové chranéna a je na ni do-
chovdn znak cisterciackého klastera ve Zddru, jelikoz pa-
lac v minulosti patfil opatovi zdarského klastera. Dim sam
0 sobé ma bohatou historii, kterd mu vtiskla dusi. Byla
zde tovdrna na hudebni nastroje, a bohuzel dlouhou dobu
byl paldc i ruinou, ktera slouzila brnénskym détem a vy-
rostkdim jako skvélé misto na hrani. Fasada byla sice udr-
Zovana, ale vnitfni pavlace byly v dezolatnim stavu. Poté

palac koupil soukromy majitel, ktery se v ném zhlédl a na-
vratil mu Zivot. Ve dvou podzemnich patrech v siti sklept
je dnes popularni bar Slast. Osud nadzemnich prostor byl
stale s otaznikem.

PREKVAPENI POD BAROKNI FASADOU

Napad postupné v Adamové hlavé uzral a proménil se
v koncept hotelu, kam budou lidé jezdit v paru. S tim se po-
jila i myslenka ukazat lidem tvar dnesniho Brna. Nového

majitele tato idea nadchla. Véfil ji a nesmirné ji podpofril.
Z prvotniho projektu s investici asi 2-3 mil. K¢ bylo nako-
nec 10 mil. Vedle bankovni pujcky projekt financné pod-
porila cela rada lidi, vétsinou blizkych tfem spole¢nikiim.
Kamaradi, ktefi si koupili zajice v pytli, dostali pfed Véno-
cemi 2018 nabidku koupit si voucher a stravit jako prvni
noc v jednom z péti dokoncenych pokojt, vyzkouset si ,,byt
hostem® a hlavné dat zpétnou vazbu. Vstupenky do ne-
znama nakonec byly dalSim finan¢nim prispévkem a po-
mobhly k dokonéeni dalsich péti pokoju.

0D NAPADU K RESENI...

Nejvétsim ofiskem bylo technologické feseni zpracované
Milanem Lundem - kompletni aplikace, ktera fidi kazdy po-
koj, vstupni systém, celkova koncepce hry, jejiz aktivni
soucasti se stavate. ,VSechny aplikace pro nas byly zasta-
ralé. Shanéli jsme nékoho, kdo by ndm systém vytvofil, ale
nakonec jsme si sami navrhli hardware i software. Ve své
dobé podobnym systémem disponovalo jen Airbnb. A nyni
my. Bohuzel to byly skute¢né horentni naklady, jedna
z nejdrazsich polozek," fika Adam Vodicka.

Aby vse hrdlo tak, jak se zrodilo v hlavé spole¢nikd, mu-
seli byt odlisni. Tematickd ¢ast kazdého pokoje je jen pasivni
linkou - je to scéna nebo - chcete-li - kulisa. K ni jsou
v kazdém pokoji potiebné rekvizity, jez se prolinaji napfic
vSemi scénami. Ale ¢lovék v urcité roli, pro niz se sam roz-
hodne, je tim, kdo v3e rozhybe. Lidé dostdvaji diky aplikaci,
namluvené brnénskymi herci, rizné nabidky. Nezdvazné
nabidky, aby si sami mohli vybrat, zda je nasledovat. Nejde

o0 escape room projekt, ale i o inspirativni aktiviza¢ni hru.
Ato je nejsilnéjsi moment celé koncepce hotelu Anybody.

Citlivé zkombinované dopliiky, mnohdy dovezené z Fran-
cie, ¢i gigantické obrovské postele vyrobené presné podle
navrhu az ve Skandinavii, jen dotvareji celou scénu. Mnohdy
maji prvky kyce, ale tak to uz na divadle chodi. Vsechny po-
stele maji napf. stejnou konstrukci, ale kazda ma jinou
barvu. Disponuji systémem pruzin a pfirodniho latexu,
takze vibec necitite, kdyz se vedle vas nékdo hybe.

REZISEREM SVEHO SNU

Do samotné realizace projektu bylo zapojeno mnoho lidi. Za
kazdym krokem ale stdl Adam s jasnou vizi, jasnou pred-
stavou. Uvédomuije si, jak moc lidi stval, kdyz je nechaval vse
predélat, aby byl projekt doveden opravdu k dokonalosti.

Inspirace filmy, jez je patrna v kazdém z 10 tematickych
byla ani prioritou projektu. Nejprve byl vytvoren systém in-
terakci, ktery predstavoval jakousi chutovou mapu, na niz
pak byly napojeny filmové ekvivalenty. Kazdy z ptibéht
pak jen dotvoril cely koncept. Za kazdym p¥ibéhem stoji Jan
Smutny, scendrista filmu Furiant, a Eva Mozna, gaming
expertka. Pod taktovkou tohoto tymu pak byly vytvoreny
jednotlivé ptibéhy, vzdy v duchu jedné emoce.

Za designovym provedenim stal na za¢atku lokalnf ar-
chitekt Michal Macuda, ktery pomahal i s barem Super
Panda Circus - samoziejmé vzdy za zady s Adamem Vo-
dickou. A po ném castecné prevzal Stafetu Martin Ondrus,
scénograf Husy na provazku. ,Urcité nebylo lehké se mnou
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spolupracovat. Pivodni myslenka byla téméF vzdy hodné
pozménéna, vse probihalo velmi Zivelné. Vim, jak moc to
bylo pro vsechny ndrocné, kdyz jsem ze dne na den vse
zmeénil a prevrdtil 0 180 stupnu. Ale je to stejné jako s hu-
debnim nastrojem - nedoladite ho, dokud jej nerozeznite.
Anybody je opravdu mnohovrstevnaty projekt. Kazdy z lidi,
kdo napomohl k tomu, jak Anybody dnes vypadd, odved|
nejlepsi praci, jakou mohl. A ja jsem byl tim rezisérem,
ktery do toho kecal opravdu vsem," pfiznavd dnes Adam.

COKOLI CHCES...

... 10 pokojt, 10 moznych emoci, 10 spolec¢nych prozitkd, které
silidé mohou uzit. Emoce jsou samoziejmé vzdy pozitivni, né-
které spiSe romantické, jiné bizarni, nékteré vyrazné sexualni,
psychedelické — a nékteré klasické (napf. pokoj inspirovany
bondovkou Goldfinger, nejvét3i z apartman(i v hotelu). A takové
jsou i odpovidajici role. Nékteré jsou viceméné prirozené ¢i ste-
reotypnl, jiné se naopak rolemi zcela vymykaji normalnim
emocim. Kazdy pokoj funguje jako samostatna scéna.

Na kazdém paru zalezi, jak moc se nechd do hry vtah-
nout. Jestli ji odehraje za dvé hodiny, nebo si partnefi bu-
dou rtizné prohazovat role. Jak fika Adam, vétsina lidf si
»Stézuje”, Ze nespali celou noc - hrali ddl a ddl. ,,Nabizime
lidem to, aby se za jednu noc rozvinuli. Aby méli moznost
si sv0j vztah znovu uzit. Jinak. Casto travime s nékym &as
nebo cely Zivot, a vlastné ani nevime, jak moc si to uzi-
vame," dodava vystudovany psycholog.

VITEZ AMAZING PLACES
Dnes funguje hotel néco malo pres rok. Hotel Anybody
s 10 pokoji oslavil ro¢ni vyroci 15. Cervna. Jen po par mési-
cich fungovani vyhrdl hotel titul absolutniho vitéze v sou-
tézi TOP AMAZING PLACES, coz je platforma hledajici nej-
kouzelngjsi mista v Cesku.

»Nasim cilem je kromé jiného i kultivace verejného pro-
storu. Jak jsem jiz fekl, miluju lidi a potrebuju je kolem
sebe. Moznd i proto v hotelu nenabizime snidané, ale vou-
chery do vybranych okolnich podnik(, které pfipravi nasi
hosttim snidani, jakou si vyberou. Chci podporovat lidi, ktefi
délaji svou praci dobre. Mohu mit restauraci sdm, ale pro¢
bych to délal?“dodava Adam.

Moznd i tento nazor inspiruje dalsi projekt, ktery ma
toto nadéjné trio v planu. Podrobnosti jsou zatim stdle
tajné. ,,Chceme vytvorit néco jako Anybody Immersive Stu-
dios. Budeme nas systém nabizet dalSim hoteliim. Mo-
mentdlné hledame investora, ale radi bychom zacali uz
béhem podzimu," prozrazuje Adam.

KRISTINA VACKOVA / FOTO: ......

ut there are only a few hotels than cannot be forgotten.
Hotels that change our lives if we let them. One of them
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is the ‘Anybody’‘ Hotel at Zelny trh in Brno. It is situated in the
very centre of Brno and is very inconspicuous. It is concealed
behind the walls of a reconstructed Baroque palace. What
attracts one’s attention at first sight is the fact that you
don’t meet anyone at the Anybody Hotel. Not even during
the check-in, showing to your room or paying the bill. Ev-
erything is done online, this being thanks to an application
whose development was just as difficult as creating the
hotel and putting it into operation. That is the first paradox.

THE GRAND BUDAPEST HOTEL? MUCH MORE!

Adam Vodicka, one of the three owners and the guru be-
hind the Anybody project idea, says that he himself de-
pends on people. He likes them and needs to have them
around. “First | thought that | would become part of some
huge hotel with 200 rooms as in The Grand Budapest Hotel
movie. That | would be the one who was to welcome the
guests, fulfil all their wishes and be their companion. That
was my dream,” Adam laughs. But the reality was differ-
ent. The huge hotel turned out to be an adventure hotel.

INSPIRATION FOR ONE NIGHT OR MORE
‘Adventure hotel’ still does not expresses aptly what you
can find at Anybody. The hotel is classified as a couple hotel

so you should visit it in pairs. “Everything is our idea, ev-
erything is original,” says Adam Vodicka. “We are still look-
ing for some way to call our hotel. Not just to come up with
a name but to name what you can experience there as the
term of adventure hotel is not the right thing just yet. What
is probably the closest to its meaning is the English ex-
pression of ‘immersive adventure’,” he adds.

What is behind the final idea is the fact that Adam grad-
uated from psychology and worked as a psychotherapist.
He liked his job so he decided to join the Anybody concept.
Couples thus have a unique opportunity to try the new
roles. To be someone else for just one night. To fulfil your
dreams. To see what is out there for them. To recollect,
spice up their current relationship, to see their partner in
a different light. To live a life of someone else. And in the
morning to just leave and choose what life to live.

BUILDING WITH HISTORY

Adam had anidea but at first, he didn’t know how to real-
ize it. Then came a challenge and opportunity all in one
and after many transformations, the idea turned into re-
ality. One of the best-preserved Baroque palaces in Brno

centre got a new owner. The front fagade of the building is
listed and holds an emblem of Cistercian monastery in
Zd3r, as the palace used to belong to an abbot of Zdar
monastery. The building alone comes with a rich history,
which gave it soul. There used to be a factory for musical
instruments but for a long time, the palace was, unfortu-
nately, also a ruin serving children and adolescents from

Brno as a great place to play in. The fagade was maintained
but the courtyard balconies were in a desolate condition.
Then the palace was purchased by a private owner who
became fond of it and revived it. The now popular bar Slast
(Delight)is located on two underground floors within the
network of cellars. The destiny of the above ground storeys
always came with a question mark.

SURPRISE UNDER A BAROQUE FACADE

The idea gradually matured in Adam’s mind and turned
into a hotel concept where people would come in pairs.
This also came with the idea to show people the picture of
today’s Brno. This idea impressed the owner. He believed
it and supported it immensely. The original project with an
investment of approximately CZK 2-3 million was eventu-
ally CZK 10 million. Apart from a bank loan, the project was
supported financially by a whole number of people, mostly
those close to the three co-owners. The friends who pur-
chased a pig in a poke were offered, before Christmas
2018, to buy a voucher and be the first ones to spend
a night in one of the five completed rooms. To try to ‘be
a guest’ and mainly to give feedback. The tickets to the un-
known eventually represented yet another financial con-
tribution and helped to complete another five rooms.

FROM IDEA TO SOLUTION...

The hardest nut to crack was its technological solution exe-
cuted by Milan Lunda - a comprehensive application, which
operates each room, an entrance system, the overall con-
cept of a game of which you become a part. “All applica-
tions were outdated for us. We were looking for someone
who would create the system for us but eventually we de-
veloped the hardware and software ourselves. Only Airbnb
disposed with a similar system at that time. And now it was
us. Unfortunately, it represented exorbitant costs. It was one
of the most expensive sums,” says Adam Vodicka.

In order to make everything work as did in the co-owners'’
minds, they had to differ. The theme for each room is only
apassive line - it is a scene or, if you like, a stage setting. This
comes, in each and every room, with necessary stage prop-
erties that blend in throughout the scenes. But a person in
a role he himself decides for is the one to set things in mo-
tion. The application narrated by Brno’s actors allows for peo-
ple to get different offers. Non-binding offers so that they
themselves can choose whether to follow. It is not an escape
room project. it is an inspirational activation game. And that
is the strongest moment of the hotel’s entire concept.

The sensitively combined accessories, where many
came from France, or gigantic beds made to suit in Scan-
dinavia, only complete the whole scene. Sometimes the
features are kitsch but that is how things work in a theatre.
All beds, for instance, are of a same structure but each one
comes in different colour. They come with a system of
springs and natural latex so you don't feel anything if
someone next to you moves.

A DIRECTOR OF HIS OWN DREAM

Many people were involved in the realisation of the pro-
ject but Adam, with his clear vision and idea, was behind
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each and every step. He is aware of the fact how much he
annoyed people when he made them redo everything in
order to bring the project to perfection.

Film inspiration, which is evident in each of the
10 themed and entirely different rooms, is not the most im-
portant though and was not even the priority of the project.
First came the system of interactions, which represented
some sort of a test map to which the film equivalents
were then linked to. Each story then only completed the
whole concept. Behind each story is Jan Smutny, a screen-
writer of Furiant, and Eva Mozna, a gaming expert. The in-
dividual stories were then created under the baton of this
teach, always in the spirit of one emotion.

Behind the design was, at the beginning, local architect
Michal Ma¢uda, who also helped with the Super Panda Circus
bar - always naturally with Adam Vodicka behind them. The
baton was then partially taken by Martin Ondrus, a scenog-
rapher of Husa na Provdzku. “It certainly wasn’t easy to work
with me. The original idea was almost always changed con-
siderably. Everything progressed very spontaneously. | know
how difficult it was for everyone when | changed everything
in twenty-four hours and turned it by 180 degrees. But it is the
same as with a musical instrument - you can’t tune it before
you play it. Everyone really represents a multi-layered project.
Everyone who helped to bring Anybody to what it is today did
the best job they could. And I was the director who really pif-
fled to everybody and everything,” Adam admits.

WHATEVER YOU WANT...

... 10 rooms, 10 possible emotions, 10 mutual adventures
which people can enjoy. Emotions are naturally always pos-
itive, some rather romantic, others bizarre, distinctively sex-
ual, psychedelic - and some classic (for instance a room
inspired by Bond’s Goldfinger, the largest apartment in the
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hotel). And the roles correspond with that. Some are less nat-
ural or stereotyped, others, on the other hand, are beyond
normal emotions. Each room works as an individual scene.
It is up to every couple to what extent they will be allowed
to be pulled into the game. If it is to be and be done with it
in two hours or if the partners are to swap the roles some-
how. As Adam says, most people ‘complain’ that they did-
n't sleep all night - they kept playing on and on. “We offer
people to develop themselves in one night. To be able to ex-
perience their relationship again. We often spend time or
a hole life with someone and don’t even know to what ex-
tent we are enjoying it,” adds a qualified psychologist.

WINNER OF AMAZING PLACES

The hotel has been in operation a little over a year now.
The Anybody Hotel with 10 rooms celebrated its anniver-
sary on 15" June. Only a few months after inauguration,
the hotel won the title of absolute winner in the TOP AMAZ-
ING PLACES competition, which is a platform that looks for
the most magical places in the Czech Republic.

“Apart from that, we also aim to cultivate public areas.
As | have already said, I love people and need them around.
That is also perhaps why we don't offer breakfast at our ho-
tel but sell vouchers for selected restaurants that prefer our
guests’ breakfast that they choose. | want to support peo-
ple who do their job well. I can have my own restaurant but
why should I?” Adam adds.

This opinion is perhaps yet another inspiration for the
next project that the trio is planning. The details are still
confidential. “We want to create something like Anybody
Immersive Studios. We will be offering our system to other
hotels. We are currently looking for an investor, but would
like to start during the autumn,” Adam discloses.

KRISTINA VACKOVA



