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Meet the
people
behind this
issue.

Brooke Jarvis

whrTeR,
A Walk n the Park /p. 58

Brooke chronicles the behind-the-scenes
work that constitutes the backbone of
our national parks. “Seatcle, whe

s supremely hucky to be smackin the
middle of three national parks: Rainier,
Obympic and NorthCascades, I mpos

=

Eva Holland
R

wares
The Promise /.70

Evals moving picce comes
from arecent trip (o sever.

place to find solitude.
on my last vis
ered the Devils Garden
Primitive Loop, where |
found my way through a
Sorgeous sandstone maz

AlexGreen
IWUSTRATOR

Walk in the Park; The
Promise /p.58,70

Alex art brings forth
the depth of ich experi-
ences made available by

our national parks. “When
looking at any given sub-

ject, try to decipher arder
in aworld whis
chaotic. 1 find there can be
beauty in almost anything
ifyoulook close enough.

you can go from .,...“vpnmnd apine
meadows to temperate rain forest and
cidal pools. There's no place like it

[ @srooxesmnvis
B @erookeeiLeenARViS

Marina Muun
LUSTRATOR

The Marble Connection /
st

Marina auempts to convey
complexity with concep-
cwal solutions. “Inmy
work, Lalways try to find
an underlying thread—an
emotion ora fecling—that

willanchor the image.
Often this s abit vague, or
o0 complicated to put into
words,but lends iself well
o visual language:

6 @marmamun

Wendy Lewis
whren

he Marble Connection /
st

Wendy relectson her
wnusual pach to self-
coveryafter moving to

Los Andes Restaurant.”




Point of View

The Marble
Connection

Sometimes the fastest
way to someone’s heart
is to turn to stone.

/ BY WENDY LEWIS

N 2004,at the tail end of a
decade-long relationship, I trans
planted myself from New York
City to Rhode Island. Intrigued
with the culture of my new home state,

liked WaterFire and its downtown street
Festival vibe, but what kept me coming.
back were the gargoyles
On most WaterFire nights, street per.
in elaborate theater makeup ay
cared as living white marble
and gargoyles at the base of the

»
chalky statues blended with the back.
drop of the silvery-gray monument as if
extto each
hing column with a
narrow opening in the top. A dollar dona
tion in the column would bring the statue
tolife and buy you an inspiring fortune
orariddle on a brightly colored paper
scroll. Moving slowly and g
statue would break her pose, grandly
retrieve the scroll from a pouch, and gen:
dy place it in your hand as if delivering
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The Ultimate Stealk Experience!
: It would hold

Metropolitan Grill Manny’s mv gaze as i.f
Soe.024.5287 12580800 pondering its
own reflec-
RingSide Steakhouse o o tion. It under-
PORTLAND, stood me. It
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tjob postings dur.
unch break and noticed

s audition announcement from
TEN3) Productions—the com.
pany whose name I'd seen on the
back of the statues”sc

. tavo days later |

received a reply with an audition

time for che following week

Incredulous,  basked inmy

and the congratulations

behind-the-scenes logistics, would
it destroy the mystery?

My tial performance was as

Boston. Patrick, another perform.

three-hour gig in qu

€ corner of

WeatherTech’

Laser Measured

FloorLiner™

Cargo/Trunk Liner
‘and CargoTech®

BumpStep®
Helps Protoct Your Bumper

WeatherTech.com - 800-441-6287

After
Lapplied opaque golden-bronze

§rim outft with a bonnee. It was

WenthorTocheom  WestherTochca.  WaahortechEurope.com
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2 e July dayand |
envisioned both myself and the
costume melting in the heat.

Talso feared that my foray
into “living the magic” would be
adismal failu

me out of the cool shade of the
garage and | stepped slowly in my

form and swore off performing

forever.

Patrick helped me step onto
the platform. While I assumed
my most statuesque pilgrim pose,
intrigued onlookers formed a
semicircle. Ga
crowd, recalled standing on my
srammar school stage as cowgirl
No.120n opening night of Okla-
homat and pe

g into the s

rat the
ol auditorium. Like then,
there was o turning back.

3 of parents'faces

Inmy bronze pilgrim hand,
held alarge hollowed-out book,
also painted bronze, flled with
bright blue
lictle boy, urged by his father,
steppedinto the semicircle,
shyly approached my platform,

rfortunes. A

and cautiously inserted a dollar
into my tip column. Recalling
the grace of the marble Water.

and placed it gendly into his litle

nd. He g
my face, wide:
sion an endearing blend ofjoy,
wonder, and disbelief; e st
had moved! H
clutching the serolllikea pri:
Iresumed my
with the boy' father, and winked.
The man exploded with laughter.
Twas hooked.

an o his father,

ose,locked eyes

That afternaon 1 handed out

countless more scrolls t
shy kids, curious adults, and

bemused tourises. | ignored the
rivulets of sweat that tickled my




skin. Couples debated if 1 was real  the riddle of my lfe?” over my heart and opened them

orif 1was breathing. A teenage Tspread my arms wide,slowly  to her. I love you, I gestured. I rec.
girl timidly sq a . in 16 going to be
. W sueerdbck. e o R okay. The woman deeply inhaled
ran to her friends, laughing touch, she began sobbing. We and gratefully whispered, “Thank
shrieking. A drunken man 5 stood together for aminu you. Thank you” I continued ges
toputaused tissueinmybook.  forehead just inches from my turing and waving as she slowly
Patrick chased him off. People . she releas- davay,
stared. K Iposedfor  ingher tears and Iholding the  her shoulder,clutching the riddle
picares Amd thracgh el te R Eneee T e et
magic lowe: caught her breath, 1 lifted he -

At the end of the shift, Patrick  chin, looked in her eyes, andblew  Wendy Lewis is a writer based in
helped me off the platform,back  akiss. Then I crossed myhands  Providence, Rhode Island.

to the parking lot,and out of my

ostume. The shorts and spores

top I worn underneath were
soaked with salty sweat. I was
physically drained but srangely
energized. | drove home blasting
e music and singing, and
after a cool, soothing shower

couldnt calm down. It

at home,

was asil of my pilgrim
book was the lid of Pandora's Box,

and 1 had unknowingly opened

a direct portal to the mysterious
Source of the magic. 1 lay awake
most of that night smiling, eag

for my next gig.
Pve since performed at dozens

of public and private events as

many different characters, but

cerFire, where | discovered the
statues and gargoyles, is st on

OVERSEAS MANUFACTURING

One summer WaterFire eve

St R s ISN'T AS SCARY AS YOU THINK

pouch. From the dropping temper T has. unlocked the mysteres of foregh culures, anguages and trade customs,
atures and thinning crowd, T knew while

twas almost time to wrap for the ‘maintining or mproving delvery expectatons,
night. A woman approached my M handies ai the logstics such as finding the right factory, negotiating prices,
1 and plain awrsooing the olng and tackory pudicton, qusity Iapectns, Srancing

platform, alone.

Shawssusremariable keept foc R e & ke e o e

Weh e I emplyees vorking i rine esablshed ofces in Crira M con
business

apalpable misery that seemed to
burden her steps and dim her face.
She slowely inserted a dallar into
my column and | grandly deliv

ered the riddle, s usual. But she

Catl oy

lingered, pressing the small blu

implored, “Will this help me so
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Dear Editor,

“The Promise” uly 2016] came at a

daughter, and when T opened the
magazine, there was the story. My
retur to California was both to go

me, and to say goodbye to my
foster mother (adopted by me), who
illed che love gap for those who

ASTATUE'S HUG
On arecent flight, T read “The Marble
Connection” by Wendy Lewis [uly
20161 found it admirable that she.
would take the risk she did at that
wulnerable poinc in her lfe. 1 found
myself on the verge of tears as T read
about the lady who approached her
atthe end of the articl. Pve received

children or young adults. Just when
Ineeded the encouragement to deal
with the situation, T read “The Prom.
ise” Two hours after arriving a the

youfor providing such support.

Elzetta Southworth-Coley

similar
my life,but have also had the honor
of being able to help athers wha
have come across my path. The arci.
cle brought home how much we all
need each other and how important
itis that more of us take an outward
step to help others. Thank you for

P inspiring story.

/were glad that Eva Holland

about scattering her mother's ashes
in Ganyonlands National Park could
help E your lfe

Or visit our website
Wik timepiecesusa.com /WS
e promo code  heckout

Wendy played a living statue of
Minerva at WaterFire Providence, an
entdoor evening event. For the sched-




