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8 Reasons Why I'm Joining The Tiny House Movement

It's not just a fad.

Lisa Mildon (/user/@lisamildon)
May 30, 2017

Several years ago I had a major epiphany. After being so unhappy in my current job, I decided
something had to change. I lived, ate and breathed technology. I spent 10 plus hours a day working on
a computer or some other electronic device. I had no life. I'd come home exhausted both physically
and mentally. I knew something had to give, and I didn’t want it to be my health. Knowing I needed to
make significant changes, I began to research all sorts of options. I knew I wanted to finally pursue
writing as a career but also realized that I wouldn’t be the big breadwinner, at least not immediately.
So how could we, husband included, of course, be able to afford to pull this off? It wasn’t until my
husband and I decided to reconnect with nature. We both love the outdoors and adore camping. So, we
decided to look at camper options to allow us to escape the electronic hell we both were incarcerated
in. It was during my hubby’s research of campers that he found a company that builds these charming
homes on wheels. No, not RV’s but small homes that people lived in full time. We were both captivated
by this new lifestyle. Tumbleweed Tiny House Company (https://www.tumbleweedhouses.com/) had
so many ideas and models to choose from. Could we really live in one of these things? That summer we
decided to have an epic road trip to Portland, OR to stay in a tiny house hotel
(http://tinyhousehotel.com/) as a dry run for us. We figured if we could tolerate 160 square feet for a
few days, we might be able to do this. Needless to say, we loved it! Fast-forward 3 years and here we
are making plans now. Sure, this sounds like a fad, but we both agreed that there are so many positives
to tiny living that we had to give it a chance.

1. Afford to pursue a creative career.

(https://pixabay.com/en/adult-alphabet-ancient-antique-2242164/)
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Unless you're Stephen King or J. K. Rowling, being a writer is more a matter of surviving on small
paying writing gigs than the big contract deals with publishers. By going tiny, I'll be able to afford to
take less pay while pursuing that elusive bestselling novel.

2. Can easily change locations.

By opting to go with a tiny house on wheels (THOW), that flexibility to move wherever the next paying
job will give me so many options thus giving me more employment (at least I hope). Plus, by having
my home with me, I don’t have to worry about selling or buying another house. I just hook up and go.

3. Writer’s block is gone. A new place = new ideas.

(https://pixabay.com/en/light-bulb-current-light-glow-1042480/)

Speaking of a THOW, by traveling whenever the whim strikes, I’ll continue to keep my ideas fresh with
a new environment. I tend to get bored very easily and have extreme wanderlust. Just hook up the
home to a truck and off I go to a new adventure and more story ideas.

4. More affordable to own.

Most tiny homes average in cost of around $50,000! I don’t know of many homes you can buy at that
price. And if you build your own, the cost can be even cheaper. Think of it, no mortgage to worry about
if you don’t finance. But if you do, your monthly payment is a fraction of the cost of an average
traditional home. Because of their size, heating and cooling are significantly cheaper as well.

5. More durable than an RV.
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Most RV’s are made to be lighter and more easily towed. However, this light weight comes at a price.
With tiny homes, wheels or not, they are built to the same standards and building codes as most
traditional homes. The point of going tiny for many is to have a small home that will last a lifetime.
With the durability comes at a cost of its own, heavier weight which means you’ll need a vehicle

capable of towing larger weights.
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6. Live more sustainably and have a smaller carbon
footprint.

(https://pixabay.com/en/environmental-protection-326923/)

Anyone that knows me knows how important living an eco-friendly life is to me. Tiny homes are easier
and cheaper to make sustainable. Many of the appliances, designs and materials used are meant to be
greener. Our design, which is still in the planning stages will have both solar and wind power,
compostable toilet, extra insulation to reduce the heating and cooling and use as many recycled
materials as possible. By building our THOW to have the ability to be off the grid, we hope to be kinder
to the planet by using less.

~. Less focus on maintaining a large house, more focus on
memories.

Along the same eco-friendly mindset, my hubby and I want to focus our lives on less stuff. In this
country, we've become such a consumerist country obsessed with the newest gadget or a bigger house
that we’ve forgotten about the most important aspect, making memories. I don’t want more stuff to fill
an already overstuffed house. I want to take my modest salary and make as many memories as
possible. Plus with a smaller home, it forces you to be outside more to live. Both my spouse and I love
the outdoors, so this seems like a no-brainer choice.

8. A community of like-minded people.

(https://scontent-dft4-2.xx.fbcdn.net/v/t1.0-

9/16998194_1871613096415054_1341167682341935808_n.jpg?
oh=20f3ed659a46ec25037232a0a1ab6ccb6a&oe=59B6035D)

Lastly, after reading countless blogs, books, magazine articles and TV shows, I find that others
attracted to the tiny house movement are very likeminded. After attending the Tiny House Jamboree
(http://www.tinyhousejamboree.com/) , we met so many kind, sincere and eco-minded people.
Everyone was willing to share tips, ideas and advice. I witnessed some of the friendliest strangers I'd
ever met. Everyone was so eager to lend a helping hand. And many even helped others build their own
tiny homes. After the end of the Jam, we agreed that we’d found our tribe.

So now, my husband and I are working on paring stuff down, planning on the final design and working
on a budget. At this point, I know this is the life for me, and it’s not a matter of if but when we get the
adventure rolling.

Cover Image Credit: Matt Harriger (https://www.flickr.com/photos/mharriger/3591043288)
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No, I Don't Have To Tell You I'm Trans Before Dating You

Demanding trans people come out to potential partners is transphobic.

Tiffany Berruti (/user/@tiffanyberruti)
Mar 21,2016
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Qo&? JIQnXit‘ér %a]?id%, a 26-year-old Filipina woman, was brutally murdered Q

(http://www.nytimes.com/2015/12/02/worid/asia/us-marine-joseph-pemberton-guiity-in-kiiling-of-
transgender-woman-in-philippines.html?_r=0) after having sex with a U.S. marine. The marine in
question, Joseph Scott Pemberton, strangled her until she was unconscious and then proceeded to
drown her in a toilet bowl.
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One Year Later, Charlottesville's Legacy Brings Out Solidarity

On the anniversary of Charlottesville, we saw the power of solidarity come at full force on the streets of
Washington.

Patrick Elliott (/user/@pelliott)
Aug 21,2018

It has been just over a year since we saw neo-Nazis descend upon Charlottesville, Virginia in full force.
In a moral low point for modern U.S. history, the so-called United the Right rally led to many
deplorable events, including the death of Heather Hayer and Donald Trump equating anti-fascist
activists to the literal Nazis antagonizing the crowds that day. Mind you that Trump has still not
clarified or denounced these white supremacists, 365 days later.
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