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So many decisions to make and so much information to digest. That’s how my husband and I felt as we
continued our research project into going tiny. As with any traditional home, you’re going to need to put
something on that skeleton (framework) of your home. And as with traditional homes, tiny houses tend to use
the same materials but with builders\owners getting creative. Whether  it be for practical reasons such as
weight or �exibility of materials, or just for the pure fun and aesthetics, many tiny homes are turning to less
traditional materials.

For the exterior walls, there are several options.  Wood, vinyl siding, and metal are all possible choices for both
tiny foundation homes and tiny houses on wheels (THOW’s). Brick could also be used on foundation homes –
however, due to the weight and rigidity of the material, this is not advisable for THOW’s. Below is a simple
breakdown comparison of basic exterior siding options:

(http://co�eehousewriters.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Tiny-house-walls.png)

Some of my favorite exteriors are a combination of wood and galvanized steel.  By complimenting your choice
of wood with a colored metal panel, it just adds a nice modern splash of color.
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For interior walls, you could use the same options, however many still use drywall in their construction. While
drywall is fairly versatile in its use, it isn’t the most �exible for road travel. If you plan on moving your THOW
frequently, you may want to reconsider this option as cracking could occur. (Although, there is a fancy trick you
can do to try and prevent this. I haven’t veri�ed it, but for more information, Clothesline Tiny Homes
(https://clotheslinetinyhomes.com/2014/06/18/tiny-house-drywall-trim-method-revealed/) blog has more
details.) From what I’ve seen in my research, most tend to use wood or metal or a combination of these. If you
don’t fancy the interior looking like a cabin, there is always �nishes or paint to make it less “woodsy” and more
modern looking.

There really isn’t much mystery to the walls in a tiny home, no matter what type of home you decide to build or
buy.  Common sense and some basic knowledge about building will help you easily decide. Make your walls an
artistic statement about you and have fun on the way.

To catch up with my Tiny by Design series, check out the links below:

 

Part 1: Foundation – http://co�eehousewriters.com/tiny-by-design/ (http://co�eehousewriters.com/tiny-by-
design/)

Part 2: Framework – https://medium.com/co�ee-house-writers/tiny-by-design-part-2-56f310af6198
(https://medium.com/co�ee-house-writers/tiny-by-design-part-2-56f310af6198)
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