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Ideas & Advice / Married Life

8 Foolproof Recipes for Entertaining

Effortless meals for every type of gathering, plus the pots and pans to
register for in order to pull them off.

Updated Aug 29, 2024

Want to know the top two secrets to make hosting a little easier? An arsenal of one-
pan recipes that you've mastered, and cookware that can go right from the stovetop
(or oven) to the tabletop to minimize cleanup. Enter: your new best friend, Lodge Cast
Iron's USA Enamel™ collection—the only line of colorful enameled cast iron made in
the US. You might be familiar with traditional cast iron cookware, but an enamel
surface provides a smooth finish that's perfect for going from the kitchen to your
table. Whether you're hosting your first holiday together or a small dinner party, keep
reading for quick tips, foolproof recipes and the cookware to register for to nail them
all.

This easy recipe comes together in under 30 minutes, and it's packed with farm-fresh
ingredients you can pick up any time. Get the recipe.

Pro tip: A preheated skillet is the secret ingredient for perfectly crisp edges when it
comes to frittatas—plus, it helps avoid eggs sticking to the side of the pan.

Cook with: 11 Inch USA Enamel Skillet, $150; LodgeCastIron.com

Dinner parties are all fun and games until you remember your guests are actually
expecting you to cook for them… Fear not, this one-pot classic will make it seem like
you pulled out all the stops. Get the recipe.

Pro tip: Creating a "nest" of veggies for the chicken to sit on gives it some extra
height in the pot and adds for optimal flavor from top to bottom.

Cook with: 7.5 Quart USA Enamel Dutch Oven, $350; LodgeCastIron.com

A hearty dish you can whip up in an hour that only uses one pan? Sign us up! Plus, it
makes at least six servings—ideal for hosting. Get the recipe.

Pro tip: To avoid oversalting the dish, wait to add salt to the rice until two minutes
after it's in the pan. It's always easy to go back and add more seasoning, if you need.

Cook with: 11 Inch USA Enamel Skillet, $150; LodgeCastIron.com

As you start reaching for sweaters and jackets, it's never a bad idea to have an equally
cozy recipe at the ready. Trust us—come game day, this pot roast will be a potluck
staple. Get the recipe.

Pro tip: Some home chefs swear pot roast is better the second day for maximum
flavor. Our take? It never hurts when you can save some extra time on the day of your
get-together, so go ahead and prep the day before.

Cook with: 7.5 Quart USA Enamel Dutch Oven, $350; LodgeCastIron.com

This simple salmon dish is healthy, quick and delicious. Get the recipe.

Pro tip: Steaming your fish and braising your veg together in the same pan cuts down
on overall cook time so you can get dinner on the table ASAP.

Cook with: 11 Inch USA Enamel Skillet, $150; LodgeCastIron.com

This modern take on a traditional classic will have your guests' mouths watering the
moment they walk through the door. Get the recipe.

Pro tip: Prep your marinade ahead of time and let your chicken sit in the fridge while
you tend to your other hosting duties. The best part? If you leave it for longer than the
recommended 1-3 hours, your dish will be that much more flavorful!

Cook with: 11 Inch USA Enamel Skillet, $150; LodgeCastIron.com

Who says it has to be summertime to treat yourself to s'mores? This ooey gooey
dessert screams sandy-toed days and bonfire nights. Get the recipe.

Pro tip: Not only is this 15-minute dessert a nostalgic classic, but the melty
chocolate-and-marshmallow combo stays warm in the cast iron skillet, so every bite is
as mouthwatering as the first.

Cook with: 11 Inch USA Enamel Skillet, $150; LodgeCastIron.com

Not sure what to whip up for a sweet treat? This one's a crowd-pleaser for a reason.
Get the recipe.

Pro tip: Slightly underbake your cookie (so it's "medium rare," if you will) for a soft,
chocolatey center and crispy edges, then top it with scoops of vanilla ice cream.

Cook with: 11 Inch USA Enamel Skillet, $150; LodgeCastIron.com

by Sarah Fine

DINNER
RECIpE

CastIron
Skillet
Seafood
Paella

DINNER
RECIPE

Chicken
Marsala

DESSERT
RECIPE

Warm
Chocolate
Chunk
Cookie

7ReasonsWeLove
EnameledCastIron

V

V

Goesfromstovetoptotabletop

Porcelaincookingsurfaceismoreresistant
toacidandalkalinefoods

Easytocleanbyhandwashingwithwarm,
soapywater

Greatalternativetononstickpans-thefinish
willneverwearoff

Idealforsearingandpan-fryingtoachievea
crispyandcaramelizedcrust

Enameledfinishprovidesalayerofprotection,
preventingrusting,stainingandcorrosion

Perfectforrecipesthatcallforslow-cooking
andsimmeringthankstoitsimpressiveheat
retention

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

Ideas & Advice / Married Life

Up Next

Trending

Romantic Christmas
Messages for Your Husband'…
Card

30 Christmas Wishes to Send
a Newly Married Couple

How to Celebrate Your First
Married Christmas Together

Anniversary Cards to Buy for
Every Happy Couple

ADVERTISEMENT

24 Sexy Movies to Stream Right This Second
Spice things up with these steamy flicks.

Updated Oct 14, 2024

52 Best Karaoke Songs Of All Time To Win Over the Crowd
From classic rock to bumpin' new pop songs, here's a curated list of crowd-pleasers.

Updated May 15, 2024

Who is 'DWTS' Pro Brandon Armstrong's Wife?
The couple shared their first date at The Cheesecake Factory.

Updated Sep 10, 2024

120 Taylor Swift Lyrics For All Your Instagram Captions
"I'd marry you with paper rings."

Updated Apr 22, 2024

50 Thanksgiving Captions for All of Your Festive Pics
Pair these one-liners with your photos of food, friends and family.

Updated Oct 24, 2024

The Best Duet Karaoke Songs to Sing Your Hearts Out
Songs for all kinds of vocal ranges and styles.

Updated Aug 31, 2023

The 111 Best Song Lyrics for Your Instagram Captions
From iconic classic love songs to trending pop anthems, we've curated lyrics you'll
love.

Updated Nov 16, 2023

Inside Bruno Mars' Private Romance with Jessica Caban
"You're amazing just the way you are," Bruno to Jessica, probably.

Updated May 26, 2023

Inside Val Chmerkovskiy & Jenna Johnson's Marriage
DWTS fans, prepare to swoon.

Updated Sep 16, 2024

118 Christmas Captions for Instagram Posts
For all of your cute, merry and festive photos.

Updated Oct 30, 2023

View all

ADVERTISEMENT

made with

P L A N N I N G  &  I N S P I R AT I O N

Wedding websites

Registry

Marketplace

Wedding invitations

Get The Knot app

Wedding budget

Wedding checklist

Wedding guest list

Wedding ideas & etiquette

Engagement

Parties & events

Wedding dresses

Gifts

Real Wedding photos

Community

T H E  C O M PA N Y

The Knot Worldwide

About us

The Knot Editorial

Careers

International

Press

National advertising

Our sponsors

S I S T E R  S I T E S

The Bump

The Bash

Simply Eloped

Wedding planning in the palm of
your hand. It’s all in the app.

Are you a vendor?

Sign up on The Knot to reach more couples and
book more weddings!

Start here 

Search articles and inspi…

Planning Tools Vendors Wedding Website Invitations Registry Attire & Rings Ideas & Advice Gifts & Favors

Find a couple

Log in Sign up

https://www.theknot.com/privacy-policy
https://www.theknot.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.theknot.com/marketplace/AI-terms
https://www.theknotww.com/accessibility-statement
https://theknotww.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/requests/new?ticket_form_id=360000590371
https://www.theknotww.com/ca-collection-notice/
https://helpcenter.theknot.com/
https://facebook.com/theknot
https://twitter.com/theknot
https://pinterest.com/theknot
https://instagram.com/theknot
https://www.theknot.com/content
https://www.theknot.com/content/post-wedding-advice
https://www.theknot.com/partnerships/lodge-content
https://www.lodgecastiron.com/enameled-cast-iron
https://www.theknot.com/registry/store/categories/kitchen/cookware?f_brand=2220
https://www.lodgecastiron.com/recipe/goat-cheese-frittata
https://www.lodgecastiron.com/product/usa-enamel-cast-iron-skillet?sku=U11ISK700
https://www.lodgecastiron.com/recipe/veggie-nested-roast-chicken
https://www.lodgecastiron.com/product/usa-enamel-cast-iron-dutch-oven?sku=U7ID300
https://www.lodgecastiron.com/recipe/cast-iron-skillet-seafood-paella
https://www.lodgecastiron.com/product/usa-enamel-cast-iron-skillet?sku=U11ISK700
https://www.lodgecastiron.com/recipe/sunday-pot-roast
https://www.lodgecastiron.com/product/usa-enamel-cast-iron-dutch-oven?sku=U7ID400
https://www.lodgecastiron.com/recipe/one-skillet-salmon-with-creamy-greens
https://www.lodgecastiron.com/product/usa-enamel-cast-iron-skillet?sku=U11ISK100
https://www.lodgecastiron.com/recipe/chicken-marsala
https://www.lodgecastiron.com/product/usa-enamel-cast-iron-skillet?sku=U11ISK100
https://www.lodgecastiron.com/recipe/skillet-smores-dip
https://www.lodgecastiron.com/product/usa-enamel-cast-iron-skillet?sku=U11ISK300
https://www.lodgecastiron.com/recipe/warm-chocolate-chunk-cookie
https://www.lodgecastiron.com/product/usa-enamel-cast-iron-skillet?sku=U11ISK100
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/create/button?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theknot.com%2Fcontent%2Fenamel-cast-iron-recipes%3Futm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Dpinterest%26utm_campaign%3DTK-CONTENT-SOCIAL-SHARING_2023Q3%26utm_content%3Dads-content_na_na_na_na_na&description=Effortless+meals+for+every+type+of+gathering%2C+plus+the+pots+and+pans+to+register+for+in+order+to+pull+them+off.&media=https%3A%2F%2Fmedia-api.xogrp.com%2Fimages%2Fb833bdc0-5c90-425e-bfdf-7821d3a9e6c7%7Ers_768.h
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/create/button?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theknot.com%2Fcontent%2Fenamel-cast-iron-recipes%3Futm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Dpinterest%26utm_campaign%3DTK-CONTENT-SOCIAL-SHARING_2023Q3%26utm_content%3Dads-content_na_na_na_na_na&description=Effortless+meals+for+every+type+of+gathering%2C+plus+the+pots+and+pans+to+register+for+in+order+to+pull+them+off.&media=https%3A%2F%2Fmedia-api.xogrp.com%2Fimages%2Fd1755265-2eae-4880-8f9e-dd576542b251%7Ers_768.h
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/create/button?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theknot.com%2Fcontent%2Fenamel-cast-iron-recipes%3Futm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Dpinterest%26utm_campaign%3DTK-CONTENT-SOCIAL-SHARING_2023Q3%26utm_content%3Dads-content_na_na_na_na_na&description=Effortless+meals+for+every+type+of+gathering%2C+plus+the+pots+and+pans+to+register+for+in+order+to+pull+them+off.&media=https%3A%2F%2Fmedia-api.xogrp.com%2Fimages%2Fbb2c7025-efaa-4ab3-a826-a7bef9429727%7Ers_768.h
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/create/button?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theknot.com%2Fcontent%2Fenamel-cast-iron-recipes%3Futm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Dpinterest%26utm_campaign%3DTK-CONTENT-SOCIAL-SHARING_2023Q3%26utm_content%3Dads-content_na_na_na_na_na&description=Effortless+meals+for+every+type+of+gathering%2C+plus+the+pots+and+pans+to+register+for+in+order+to+pull+them+off.&media=https%3A%2F%2Fmedia-api.xogrp.com%2Fimages%2F5c0e5bf7-d4c8-497f-8167-7f337836a38b%7Ers_768.h
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/create/button?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theknot.com%2Fcontent%2Fenamel-cast-iron-recipes%3Futm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Dpinterest%26utm_campaign%3DTK-CONTENT-SOCIAL-SHARING_2023Q3%26utm_content%3Dads-content_na_na_na_na_na&description=Effortless+meals+for+every+type+of+gathering%2C+plus+the+pots+and+pans+to+register+for+in+order+to+pull+them+off.&media=https%3A%2F%2Fmedia-api.xogrp.com%2Fimages%2F4ff427ef-2821-4142-afe7-b0d837e08b15%7Ers_768.h
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/create/button?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theknot.com%2Fcontent%2Fenamel-cast-iron-recipes%3Futm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Dpinterest%26utm_campaign%3DTK-CONTENT-SOCIAL-SHARING_2023Q3%26utm_content%3Dads-content_na_na_na_na_na&description=Effortless+meals+for+every+type+of+gathering%2C+plus+the+pots+and+pans+to+register+for+in+order+to+pull+them+off.&media=https%3A%2F%2Fmedia-api.xogrp.com%2Fimages%2F96eb4c32-2d9a-4480-9b99-5cea9ac99a11%7Ers_768.h
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/create/button?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theknot.com%2Fcontent%2Fenamel-cast-iron-recipes%3Futm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Dpinterest%26utm_campaign%3DTK-CONTENT-SOCIAL-SHARING_2023Q3%26utm_content%3Dads-content_na_na_na_na_na&description=Effortless+meals+for+every+type+of+gathering%2C+plus+the+pots+and+pans+to+register+for+in+order+to+pull+them+off.&media=https%3A%2F%2Fmedia-api.xogrp.com%2Fimages%2Fb93a431b-cc03-4cd8-a876-af47d7eb5502%7Ers_768.h
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/create/button?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theknot.com%2Fcontent%2Fenamel-cast-iron-recipes%3Futm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Dpinterest%26utm_campaign%3DTK-CONTENT-SOCIAL-SHARING_2023Q3%26utm_content%3Dads-content_na_na_na_na_na&description=Effortless+meals+for+every+type+of+gathering%2C+plus+the+pots+and+pans+to+register+for+in+order+to+pull+them+off.&media=https%3A%2F%2Fmedia-api.xogrp.com%2Fimages%2F44feb6b3-8f28-4594-8884-2861f2ebe946%7Ers_768.h
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/create/button?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theknot.com%2Fcontent%2Fenamel-cast-iron-recipes%3Futm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Dpinterest%26utm_campaign%3DTK-CONTENT-SOCIAL-SHARING_2023Q3%26utm_content%3Dads-content_na_na_na_na_na&description=Effortless+meals+for+every+type+of+gathering%2C+plus+the+pots+and+pans+to+register+for+in+order+to+pull+them+off.&media=https%3A%2F%2Fmedia-api.xogrp.com%2Fimages%2F5328c62f-f99f-42a3-b611-5b75d1619c81%7Ers_768.h
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/create/button?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theknot.com%2Fcontent%2Fenamel-cast-iron-recipes%3Futm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Dpinterest%26utm_campaign%3DTK-CONTENT-SOCIAL-SHARING_2023Q3%26utm_content%3Dads-content_na_na_na_na_na&description=Effortless+meals+for+every+type+of+gathering%2C+plus+the+pots+and+pans+to+register+for+in+order+to+pull+them+off.&media=https%3A%2F%2Fmedia-api.xogrp.com%2Fimages%2F5efc2792-a1f4-4e97-a3da-4b4a487b2650%7Ers_768.h
https://www.theknot.com/content
https://www.theknot.com/content/post-wedding-advice
https://www.theknot.com/
https://www.theknot.com/gs/wedding-websites
https://www.theknot.com/registry
https://www.theknot.com/marketplace
https://www.theknot.com/paper/invitations/wedding
https://www.theknot.com/wedding-planning-app
https://www.theknot.com/wedding-budget
https://www.theknot.com/wedding-checklist
https://www.theknot.com/gs/guest-list
https://www.theknot.com/content
https://www.theknot.com/content/getting-engaged-advice
https://www.theknot.com/content/wedding-rehearsal-party-advice
https://www.theknot.com/fashion/wedding-dresses
https://www.theknot.com/content/wedding-gift-favor-advice
https://www.theknot.com/real-weddings/photos
https://forums.theknot.com/community
https://www.theknotww.com/
https://www.theknotww.com/about-us/
https://www.theknot.com/about-editorial
https://www.theknotww.com/careers/
https://www.theknotww.com/international/
https://www.theknotww.com/press-room/
https://www.theknotww.com/advertising/national/
https://www.theknot.com/partners
https://www.thebump.com/
https://www.thebash.com/
https://simplyeloped.com/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/wedding-planner-by-the-knot/id457941553?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.xogrp.planner&hl=en_US
https://vendors.theknot.com/vendors-advertising-dr?itm_source=theknot.com&itm_medium=referral&itm_campaign=footer-nav
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theknot.com%2Fcontent%2Fenamel-cast-iron-recipes%3Futm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Dfacebook%26utm_campaign%3DTK-CONTENT-SOCIAL-SHARING_2023Q3%26utm_content%3Dads-content_na_na_na_desktop_na
https://www.facebook.com/dialog/send?link=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theknot.com%2Fcontent%2Fenamel-cast-iron-recipes%3Futm_medium%3Dsms%26utm_source%3Dmessenger%26utm_campaign%3DTK-CONTENT-SOCIAL-SHARING_2023Q3%26utm_content%3Dads-content_na_na_na_desktop_na&app_id=1480081238895272&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theknot.com%2Fcontent%2Fenamel-cast-iron-recipes%3Futm_medium%3Dsms%26utm_source%3Dmessenger%26utm_campaign%3DTK-CONTENT-SOCIAL-SHARING_2023Q3%26utm_content%3Dads-content_na_na_na_desktop_na
https://wa.me/?text=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theknot.com%2Fcontent%2Fenamel-cast-iron-recipes%3Futm_medium%3Dsms%26utm_source%3Dwhatsapp%26utm_campaign%3DTK-CONTENT-SOCIAL-SHARING_2023Q3%26utm_content%3Dads-content_na_na_na_desktop_na
mailto:?body=Effortless%20meals%20for%20every%20type%20of%20gathering,%20plus%20the%20pots%20and%20pans%20to%20register%20for%20in%20order%20to%20pull%20them%20off.%0AMore%20details%20here:%20https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theknot.com%2Fcontent%2Fenamel-cast-iron-recipes%3Futm_medium%3Dshare%26utm_source%3Dshared-mail%26utm_campaign%3DTK-CONTENT-SOCIAL-SHARING_2023Q3%26utm_content%3Dads-content_na_na_na_desktop_na&subject=From%20The%20Knot:%208%20Foolproof%20Recipes%20for%20Entertaining
https://www.theknot.com/
https://www.theknot.com/registry/couplesearch

