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Talladega High sports standout
honored by AHSAA

BY LOYD MCINTOSH

Daily Home correspondent

Jackson Burel, a 2024
graduate of Talladega
High School, has been
named one of Alabama’s
Bryant-Jordan Scholar-
ship Foundation’s 2024
Scholar-Athlete Award
winners.

The son of a teacher
and a chaplain at alocal
hospice, Bruel was a two-
sport standout in soccer
and football in high
school, graduating with
a4.0 GPA and scoring a
30 on the ACT. He will
attend the University of
Alabama, where he plans
on majoring in aerospace
engineering as well as
hopes of earning a spot as
awalk-on for the Crimson
Tide football team as a
kicker.

“This is the num-
ber-one school in foot-
ballin the nation, in my
opinion,” Bruel says, “So
it's going to be hard, butI
think I have a chance”

As an athlete, Bruel
excelled in the center
fullback position on the
Tigers soccer team. He
was also the kicker for the
football team until head
coach Damien Dorsey
realized he needed a key
position filled and tapped
Bruel for the job: quarter-
back.

“Wereally didn’t have
anybody to do it, and
Coach was just like, ‘You
know, I think you can play
quarterback. So we're
going to put you here
and we're going to try it,”
Bruel explained.

The conversion from
kicker to signal caller was
difficult, Bruel admits, but
he says the coaching staff
and his teammates rallied
around him to make the
transition as smooth as
possible. He also learned
valuable lessons about
leadership and over-
coming adversity during
his season as the Tigers’
quarterback.

“Knowing I was just
a kicker, my teammates
helped me more than the
coaches helped me, hon-
estly, because they knew
how hard it was gonna
be,” Bruel said. “Ilearned
thatI'was capable of doing
things that I didn’t think I
would ever be able to do
or see myself doing”

Academically, Bruel
says his strongest subjects
are math and science,
and he credits his favorite
teacher, Landon Jones,
for opening his mind to
math. Bruel says Jones
was amajor influence in
his decision to study aero-
space engineering and
pursue a career working
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Origin. -
“Before him, I didn’t %" P/
really have great math -
teachers, so I wasn’t into
math, but then I had his
class and it tookme to a
different level,” Bruel says.
“Hereally influenced my
major. He'’s a very good
teacher”

Bruel was one of 52
student-athletes among
all seven classes in the
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