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Chelsea Core Six to

Play Ball in College

BYLOYD MONTOSH

January is an odd time of year to discuss baseball, but, when it
‘comes to Chelsea High School, every day brings 2 good reason to
focus on the Hornets baseball team. While the fist pitch of 2025
wosit be thown for 2 couple of months, Chelsea baseball i busy
malsing news sway from the dizmond

Dusing 2 ceremony held at Chelsea High on December 13,
six Homets - Paton Hunsaker, Chase Lackey, Aiden Hughes,
Paston Stallings, Cade Mims, and Mack Breazeale - signed letters
of intent to play baseballin college, the second lasgest group of
signces in the schoal’ history:

"This core group of guys has been the heart and soul of the Hor-
nets baseball team since theis sophomore season. Chelsea High
School Athletic Director and Head Baseball Coach Michael Stall-
ings says the boys have 2 special bond on and off the diamond
that, for most of them, started in kindergarten.

“They've been very fostunate to play together for 2 long time and.
Tve been able to watch that, pretty auch, ever since they were
about five vears old,” says Stallings.

Payton Hunsaker, the osly player in the group to siga with
a four-year universiy - the others are going the jurior college
ronte th some of the best baseball programs in the Southeast
nolls State Universityin Thibodaus, Louisizna
e c.ﬁaneh have been reas tyears,
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had thowing pitcher with a fastball evecaging 86 MPH. Stallings
says Hunsaker casts a commanding presence on the mound and
is poised to be 2 major factor for Chelsea this season and for
Nicholls State.

“He's got 2 big frame on him.
er has focused on improviag his phrnq\u in the weight zo0m,
bulking up to between 165 and 190 pounds, Hunsaker dide't
geow up with the other guys, so Stallings was unfamiliar with him
when he joined the team 25 2 freshman. Now one of the team's
leaders, Stallings says it has been rewarding to see his growth
oves the years

Stallings, adding that Hunsa-

“He was kind of new to us when he came into high school and
just being sble to see him grow; develop, and get bigger to where
he's at today, to see that transformation, has been really nice;
Stallings says. “His size projects and being  lefty he has the
ability to run it up there peetty good”

‘Hunsaker initally was intesested in playing at BYU after being
secruited by Brent Hating, then the associate head coach for fae
Cougars. Hating was named head coach of Nicholls State in Jane
2024, prompting Frunsaker to rethink his college plans

“When (Hasing) took the job at Nicholl, I thought, ‘well, maybe
Tshould go check this place out™ explains Hunssker ducing 2
‘phone interview after returming home from a short camping

trip. He contines, “Once I went these, 1 just fll n Iove with

advancing to the NCAA Tovenament in 2005 and 2028 dthough
failing to advance from the first zound each year

At six feet, four inches tall, Honsaker is 2 left-handed,

the place, and I love what hes doing there. So ifs just 2 good
oppostusity

Chase Lackey, infielder and pitches for Chelsez, will attend
Gadsden State Community College following his serior ear

Chelsea Magazine

L\stcd on [’mp Baseball (prepbaseballreport com) at 5
fect, 7 inches, 145 pounds, Lackey played shortstop, led.
rhe team in batting, and carned All State honors in 2024
‘onally, Stallings says Lackey i one of the most
uhable phren on the Homets® roster.

“He is our Mz Dependable on defense;” Stallings says.
“I think throughout the cousse of the eas, he only
miade 70 eriors in the feld. He has 2 sealy good gove
and we're expecting big things out of him 2gain”

Mack Breazeale, 2 corner outfielder for Chelsea,
signed with Soutaern Usion State Community College
in Wadler, Alzbama. Stallings says Breazeale had 2 great
ummer playing with his club team and i a player Stall-
ing3 s relying on to dive the offense in 2025

“He has the abilit to be one of the big
Eineup and he has really been working Fedto improve
his offensive game” says Stallings. “Te been able to
e 2round him since he was really young and have been
able to see him grow and develop and be a part of his
jousney for many vears”

ex sticks in ouc

Stallings’ son Paxton Stallings snd Aiden Hughes
signed with Coastal Alzbama Community College South
in Bay Minctte, Alshama. Paxton Stallings has been

the Hornets" starting third basernan since his soph-
omore year and 2lso spends time on the mound 232
cight-handed pitcher

“He is 2 very competitive, hard-nosed playes He really
gets after it in practices and games.” Stallings says. “He
als0 brings 2 lot of expesience and a lot of leadership
2nd you know those ace qualties that hopefully will pay
dividends for this group:

‘Hughes is another lefiy pitcher with 2 big arm. At

five feet, ten inches, and 150 pounds, Hughes' fastball

averages 85 MPH and delivers 2 corveball sanging from
(PH.

Cade Mims signed with Georgia Highland Community
College in Rome, Georgia. Primasily 2 catches, Mims has
250 spent time on the moun
another player Stallings relies on for his experience 2nd
leadership. He lso believes Georgia Highland, which
has seen success in post-season tousnaments in zecent
Teass, is 2 geeat spot for Mims.

< the Hoznets and is

“I think (Georgia Highland) will be 2 great ft for
Cade to experience 2 good, quality program and have
2n opportunity to help them continue their success”
Stallings say.

Jomes Wilkizms, Pitching Coach and Recruiting Coor-
dinator, for Georgia Highlands, says he recruited Mims
due to his solid chasacter as well as his skills on the
diamond.

“For s, Cade does more off the field than he does on
the field, bt that dosst't mean he's not a zood baseball
player He is 2 very good baseball playes,” explains
Willizms

“T think he does all the things that make someone 2
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good plarer but the person is really what attact-
ed us to him adds Willams. “He's a really good
leader and has 2 good work ethic. He's just the
goy that rou want in your program

Good chasacter is a trait Stallings says all six of
these gurs share, stating ‘A this cote goes, s0
the team goes” He adds that he believes this core.
ean lead the Hosaets to 2 deep playoff rua in
theis first sezson in GA since 2021-22. Howeres,

segardless of the final win-loss record this spring,
these roung men set good examples in Chelsea
and beyond.

“They're 2 very tight group. They spend 2 lot
of time together away from school, outside of
baseball, and ace seally good kids;” Stallings says.
“They tey to do their best to sepresent our pro-
geam and theis Families in 2 respectful way and
they do a really good job of thatin my opinion.
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