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PADRES LEGEND RANDY JONES TALKS 
LIFE IN THE FAST LANE.

BY LOYD McINTOSH

Baseball and
BARBECUE
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O ne player who should be 
mentioned in the same breath 
with the best characters from 
the 1970s is the ace lefty Randy 
Jones. A native of southern 

California, Jones played the majority of 
his major league career for the San Diego 
Padres during the team’s dark-brown and 
mustard-yellow phase, hurling sinkers 
ZLWK� DVWRQLVKLQJ� HIƂFLHQF\uKH� RQFH�
pitched a game against Philadelphia that 
took only 89 minutes to play back in 1977. 
From the mound, Jones stood with a 
fantastic plume of white-man afro poking 
out from underneath his cap, a ’70s ’fro so 
legendary in San Diego that there is even a 
Padres Facebook fan page on the internet  
called RJ’s Fro. More than 30 years since 
pitching his last game for the Padres, 
Jones is a legend in San Diego, not for his 
VW\OHuLI�\RX�FDQ�XVH� WKDW�ZRUG�UHJDUGLQJ�

EDVHEDOO� XQLIRUPV� RI� WKH� ����VuEXW� IRU�
his performance. The guy had the goods.
)RU� LQVWDQFH�� -RQHV� LV� WKH� ƂUVW� 3DGUH�

to earn a save in an All Star Game (1975), 
a win in an All Star Game (1976) and to 
win the Cy Young Award (1976), and he 
is the second player in the team’s history 
WR�KDYH�KLV�QXPEHU�UHWLUHG�E\� WKH�FOXEu
WKH� ƂUVW� EHLQJ� 'DYH� :LQƂHOG�� ,QMXULHV�
forced Jones to retire after a short stint 
with the New York Mets in 1983, but 
Jones’ post-baseball career has been just 
as colorful, transitioning into roles as a 
successful sports radio personality and 
a food-business entrepreneur, all done 
with a sense of adventure, humor and a 
willingness to throw practically anything 
at the wall and see if it sticks. 

R andall Leo Jones was drafted in 
WKH� ƂIWK� URXQG� RI� WKH� ����� 0DMRU�
League Baseball draft by the San 

Diego Padres, four years after the club’s 
H[SDQVLRQ�VHDVRQ�LQ�������,W�ZDV�D�GLIƂFXOW�
time for the young team as the Padres 
VWUXJJOHG� IRU� ZLQV� GXULQJ� LWV� ƂUVW� IHZ�
VHDVRQV�� -RQHV��PHDQZKLOH�� VSHQW�KLV� ƂUVW� 
year of professional baseball in AA Amarillo,  
Texas, where he developed a name for 
KLPVHOI� DV� D� SURPLVLQJ� \RXQJ� SLWFKHU�� ,Q�
the summer of 1973, Jones got his chance, 
after a starter on the roster was traded in 
return for $60,000 to help keep budding 
VXSHUVWDU� 'DYH� :LQƂHOG�� ,W� ZDV� KLV� ƂUVW�
and last call up from the minor leagues. 
q,� GLGQpW� NQRZ� LI� ,� FRXOG�SLWFK� LQ� WKH�ELJ�
leagues at the time, but somebody in that 
RUJDQL]DWLRQ� EHOLHYHG� WKDW� ,� FRXOG�r� VD\V�
Jones. “Jackie Brandt was my manager in 
$PDULOOR�LQ�������DQG�KH�VDLG�,�KDG�D�NQDFN�
IRU�ƂQGLQJ�D�EDWWHUpV�ZHDNQHVV��DQG�KH�WROG�
PH��o-XVW�NHHS�GRLQJ�ZKDW�\RXpUH�GRLQJ�p�,�
ZHQW�XS�WKHUH��DQG�DIWHU�P\�ƂUVW�FRXSOH�RI�
DSSHDUDQFHV��,�UHDOL]HG��o,�FDQ�SLWFK�DW�WKLV�
OHYHO��,�FDQ�ZLQ�KHUH��,�FDQ�GR�WKLV�pr

Still, the Padres were an expansion team, 
and, accordingly, the club took its lumps 
IRU�D�IHZ�\HDUV��-RQHVp�ƂUVW�WZR�\HDUV�LQ�WKH�
National League, 1973 and 1974, the Padres 
ZHQW� ��t����� +LV� ƂUVW� \HDU� DV� D� VWDUWHU��
������ -RQHV� UHJLVWHUHG� D� UHFRUG� RI� �t����
q,I� \RXU� WHDP� LV� JRLQJ� WR� ORVH�����JDPHV��
VRPHERG\�KDV�JRW�WR�KDYH�ORVW�WKHP�r�VD\V�
Randy with a big, throaty laugh. “You have 
to be able to handle failure in baseball, and 
you have to learn from your mistakes. You 
have to learn from your failures, and that’s 
WKH�RQO\�ZD\�\RX�FDQ�JHW�EHWWHU��,�ZDV�DEOH�
WR�GR�WKDW�r

Jones would eventually be one of the 
dominant pitchers of the mid-1970s, a 
time best remembered for great hitters in 
WKH� 1DWLRQDO� /HDJXH�� OLNH� :LOOLH� 6WDUJHOO��
Pete Rose, Johnny Bench and Dave Parker. 
Known as a ground ball pitcher, Jones had 

The history of baseball is full of characters, but no era of the game is as chock-full of 
good-natured, fun-loving whackos like the 1970s. Maybe it was the bad baseball fashion 
and, let’s just say, inspirational hairdos—head and face included—combined with some 
unique personalities that make the decade so memorable. Rollie Fingers and his trademark 
handlebar mustache, U. L. Washington and his impressive afro and ubiquitous toothpick and 
Goose Gossage with his Fu Manchu and wild-man stare from the mound all come to mind. 
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By 1975, Jones was becoming one of the 

premier pitchers in the National League, 

earning the National League Comeback 

Player of the Year Award, setting up his 

banner year, the 1976 season. By this point 

in his career, Jones was a star in San Diego, 

and Jack Murphy Stadium became the 

place to be when he pitched. For instance, 

45,000 people showed up on opening day 

in 1976 to see him pitch against Atlanta, 

giving him a standing ovation as he took 

WR� WKH� PRXQG�� q,� ZDV� QHUYRXV� HQRXJK�
DOUHDG\��EXW�WKLV�UHDOO\�PDGH�PH�QHUYRXV�r�
KH�VD\V��q%XW��,�JRW�RII�WR�D�JUHDW�VWDUW��,�MXVW�
kept winning ball games the early part of 

WKH� VHDVRQ�� ,� WKLQN� ,�ZRQ����RU����JDPHV�
in a row. The people really got behind me. 

,W�ZDV�MXVW�PDJLFDO�ZKHQ�\RX�FDPH�WR�WKH�
EDOO�SDUN�r� -RQHV�ƂQLVKHG�WKH�VHDVRQ�ZLWK�
D� UHFRUG�RI� ��t���DQG�ZRQ� WKH�&\�<RXQJ�
$ZDUG��+H�DOVR�ƂQLVKHG�WKH�VHDVRQ�ZLWK�D�
damaged nerve in his pitching arm.

quite a bit of success against many of the 

game’s great sluggers; however, he did give 

XS� WZR� VLJQLƂFDQW� ORQJ� EDOOV� HDUO\� LQ� KLV�
career. Jones broke into the major leagues 

as a relief pitcher, and, one night against 

WKH�0HWV��KH�JDYH�XS�KLV�ƂUVW�KLWuD�KRPH�
UXQ� WR� QRQH� RWKHU� WKDQ� :LOOLH� 0D\V�� q,�
PDGH�VXUH�,�JRW�KLV�DXWRJUDSK�DIWHUZDUGV��
,�MXVW�JDYH�XS�D�KRPH�UXQ�WR�KLP�VR�,�NQHZ�
KH�ZRXOGQpW�VD\�oQR�p�,�VWLOO�KDYH�WKH�EDOO�KH�
VLJQHG� IRU�PH�r� -RQHV� VD\V�� q,�JRW�P\�ƂUVW�
start in the big leagues back in San Diego 

against Atlanta, and you’ll never guess who 

JRW�WKH�VHFRQG�KLW�RII�RI�PH"�+DQN�$DURQ�r
Jones pitched in one of the great eras 

of baseball with teams like the Cincinnati 

Reds Big Red Machine, the Pittsburgh 

Pirates and the Reggie Jackson-led teams 

LQ�2DNODQG� DQG� WKH� %LJ� $SSOH�� ,W�ZDV� WKH�
last days before ESPN and huge television 

contracts turned professional sports into 

the enormous businesses they are today, 

KRZHYHU�� ,Q� WKH� HDUO\� ����V�� WKH� 3DGUHV�
were still a young expansion team and, 

IRU� WKH� ƂUVW� IHZ� \HDUV�� ƃHZ� FRPPHUFLDO�
before team owner Ray Kroc sprung for a 

private plane. That meant Jones and his 

teammates spent a lot of time in airports 

waiting on planes to head to the next city. 

,W� DOVR�PHDQW� WKHUH�ZDV�SOHQW\�RI� WLPH� WR�
pull pranks on unsuspecting travelers. 

q:HpG�EH� VLWWLQJ� DURXQG�KDYLQJ� D�EHHU��
waiting for the airplane, and we had 

WKHVH� UHWUDFWDEOH� UHHOV� ZLWK� ƂVKLQJ� OLQH��
:HpG� SXW� D� ƂYH� GROODU� ELOO� RQ� WKH� HQG� RI�
that retractable reel and one of us would 

GURS� WKDW�ƂYH�GROODU� ELOO�r� -RQHV� H[SODLQV��
“Somebody would be walking and see that 

ƂYH� GROODU� ELOO�� DQG� WKH\pG� EHQG� GRZQ� WR�
pick it up, and you’d hit the button, and it 

ZRXOG�SXOO�LW�DZD\�UHDO�IDVW��:H�KDG�PRUH�
IXQ�ZLWK�WKDW�WKLQJ��:HpG�EH�ODXJKLQJ�RXU�
DVVHV�RII�r
+H�DOVR�SOD\HG�ZLWK� VRPH�JUHDW�SOD\HUV�

LQ� 6DQ� 'LHJRuJX\V� OLNH� :LQƂHOG�� &LWR�
Gaston and Nate Colbert. One of his 

favorite memories involving a teammate 

was with Gaylord Perry, who was notorious 

for doctoring baseballs with Vaseline, 

among other items. Perry pitched with 

Jones for parts of two seasons in the late 

����V�EHIRUH�EHLQJ�WUDGHG�ODWH�LQ�������q+H�
had gotten in the shower to get ready to 

SDFN�DQG�KHDG�RXW�RI�WRZQ��VR�,�VQXFN�LQWR�
his locker, and he had this little black box 

LQ�WKHUH��+H�GLGQpW�NQRZ�LW��EXW�,�KDG�WKH�
FRPELQDWLRQ�WR� LW��6R� ,�RSHQHG� LW�XS��DQG�
there was about half a tube of Vaseline 

LQ� WKH� ER[�r� -RQHV� VD\V�� q,� JRW� LW� RXW� DQG�
FOHDQHG�LW�DOO�XS��DQG�EHIRUH�KH�OHIW��,�KDG�
KLP�DXWRJUDSK�LW�IRU�PH��,�VWLOO�KDYH�LW�KHUH�
LQ�P\�RIƂFH� VR� ,� FDQ� ORRN�DW� LW�DQG� ODXJK�
RQFH�LQ�D�ZKLOH�r

RANDY JONES ALL 
AMERICAN SPORTS 
GRILL BURGER
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Jones conceived, built and opened his 
barbecue stand at Jack Murphy Stadium 
in just six weeks. Fans turned up to get 
an autograph and shoot the breeze with 
Jones, who could often be seen hanging 
out at his stand, helping to make Randy 
Jones’ BBQ a hit. Of course it didn’t hurt 
that the food was good, as well. 

Soon after opening the stand, Jones 
began bottling the sauce for retail markets 
and has expanded the line to include a 
VSLF\�YHUVLRQ��,W�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�DW�UHVWDXUDQWV�
and stores throughout southern California 
and on his website, randyjonesbbq.com. 
The original variety is a tomato, vinegar 
and molasses–based sauce that Jones has 
ODUJHO\� OHIW� DORQH� RYHU� WKH� \HDUV�� +H� GLG�
make one change over time, replacing the 
high-fructose corn syrup with pure cane 
sugar, making it gluten free in the process. 
There is one secret ingredient, Jones says, 
WKDW� JLYHV� WKH� VDXFH� LWV� XQLTXH� ƃDYRUu
pineapple. 

An admitted dabbler, Jones says he likes 
to try new ideas and then move on to 
VRPHWKLQJ�QHZ��+RZHYHU��LPSUHVVHG�ZLWK�

These were the days when pitching nine 
innings was an expectation and before the 
advent of modern sports medicine. Jones 
never recovered his form of 1976, pitching 
a few more years for the Padres, before 
signing with the Mets in 1980 and pitching 
KLV�ODVW�JDPH�RQ�6HSWHPEHU����������

A fter retiring from baseball, Jones 
put his business degree from 
Chapman College to use, dabbling 

in a handful of business concerns before 
assisting his sister, who was launching 
a food-related business establishing 
delis, pizza parlors and commissaries on 
PLOLWDU\�EDVHV�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG��+H�VSHQW�
the next few years traveling the world 
doing PR work for the company before 
deciding it was time to stop living out of a 
suitcase. After moving back to San Diego, 
Jones started doing a little PR work for the 
Padres and then came up with his own 
IRRG�UHODWHG� EXVLQHVV� RQ� WKH� ƃ\� GXULQJ� D�
round of golf with the Padres manager of 
concessions in the early spring of 1994.
q:H�ZHUH�WDONLQJ�DIWHU�WKH�URXQG��KDYLQJ�

a beer, and he mentioned that he needed 

one more eating place in the ballpark for 
WKDW�\HDU��,�VDLG�o+RZ�DERXW�D�5DQG\�-RQHV�
%DUEHFXH�pr�-RQHV�VD\V��q+H�ORRNV�DW�PH�DQG�
JRHV� o:KDWpV� WKDW"p� ,� VDLG� o,�GRQpW�NQRZ�� ,�
MXVW� WKRXJKW� RI� LW�p� :H� VWDUWHG� ODXJKLQJ��
DQG� ,� VDLG� o,I� %RRJ� 3RZHOO� FDQ� GR� LW� LQ�
%DOWLPRUH��ZK\�FDQpW�ZH�GR�LW�KHUH�pr
,Q� UHDOLW\� -RQHV� GLGQpW� KDYH� WR� WKLQN�

too hard; he just had to reach back to 
KLV� FKLOGKRRG��+H� VRXJKW� WKH� KHOS� RI� KLV�
grandfather, who had a barbecue sauce 
recipe that he developed in the 1930s in 
:HDWKHUIRUG�� 7H[DV�� FRQƂGHQW� WKDW� WKH�
sauce would go over well with hungry 
3DGUHV� IDQV��+RZHYHU��ZKHQ�KH�SUHVHQWHG�
the idea to his family, Jones didn’t exactly 
get the response he was hoping for. “They 
kind of chuckled and said ‘You want to 
GR�ZKDW"�pr�VD\V�-RQHV��,W�WRRN����GLIIHUHQW�
samples before Jones’ grandpa approved a  
sample to run a batch and Randy Jones 
%%4�6DXFH�ZDV�ERUQ�� q:H�ƂQDOO\�JRW� WR� D�
point where we said, ‘That’s good. That’s 
LW��$QG�ZHpYH�EHHQ�SURGXFLQJ�LW�HYHU�VLQFH�r�
:LWK� KLV� JUDQGIDWKHUpV� EDUEHFXH� VDXFH�

in hand and opening day approaching, 
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few autographs and, these days, posing for 
photos with fans. 

“The most interesting thing today is 
WKHVH� L3KRQHV� ZLWK� WKH� FDPHUD�� +DQJLQJ�
out at the barbecue stand used to be 
just signing autographs, and now all of a 
VXGGHQ�RQH�JX\�VD\V��o&DQ�,�WDNH�D�SLFWXUH�
ZLWK� \RX"pr� KH� VD\V� ZLWK� D� ODXJK�� q1H[W�
WKLQJ� ,� NQRZ�� ,� ORRN� DURXQG�� DQG� WKHUHpV�
like 10 or 15 people in line wanting to get 
WKHLU� SLFWXUH�ZLWK�PH��+HOO�� ,� EHWWHU� VWDUW�
GUHVVLQJ�EHWWHU�LI�,pP�JRLQJ�WR�EH�WDNLQJ�DOO�
these pictures.
q,� MXVW� HQMR\� WKH� IDQV�� DQG� ,pYH� EHHQ�

DURXQG�WKHP�DOO�WKHVH�\HDUV��DQG�QRZ�,pP�
meeting all these older people who were 
IDQV�RI�PLQH��DQG�QRZ� ,pP�PHHWLQJ� WKHLU�
NLGV�r�KH�DGGV�r�6R�LWpV�FRPH�IXOO�FLUFOH�r�

the success of his barbecue stand, Jones 
has dipped his toe in other food-based 
EXVLQHVVHV�� LQFOXGLQJ� %LJ� 6WRQH� /RGJHuD�
country and western–themed restaurant 
DQG�EXVLQHVV�LQ�&DOORZD\��&DOLIRUQLDuDQG�
a San Diego joint called Randy Jones Sports 
Bar and Grill, both of which he closed 
several years ago. Recently, however, Jones 
and his business partner, restaurateur 
Mark Oliver, opened Randy Jones All 
American Sports Grill, serving up updated 
interpretations of sports bar classics with 
a hefty amount of barbecue on the menu. 
q,WpV�IXQ�LI�\RX�GR�LW�ULJKW�r�-RQHV�DGPLWV��

q7KH� ƂUVW� RQH�� ,� ZDV� DFWXDOO\� WKHUH� IXOO�
time, and it was a lot of hours. This second 
RQH��,pP�VPDUWHU�WKDQ�WKDW��0\�QDPHpV�RQ�
it, but my partner Mark owns it and runs 
LW��ZKLFK�KH�ORYHV�WR�GR��DQG�,�OLNH�NHHSLQJ�

LW�IXOO�RI�SHRSOH��,WpV�ZRUNHG�RXW�UHDO�VOLFN��
,�OLNH�LW�r

Also in 1994, Jones got into the radio 
business, launching a San Diego Padres 
pregame show for a local radio station 
after agreeing to sell the advertising  
spots himself. An avid outdoorsman, Jones 
ƂOPHG�VKRZV�IRU�WKH�2XWGRRU�&KDQQHO�IRU�
ƂYH� \HDUV�� DQG� KH� DOVR� SURYLGHV� SLWFKLQJ�
instruction at his home from time to  
time. One of his star pupils was a pitcher 
many readers may have heard of, by the 
QDPH� RI� %DUU\� =LWRuMXVW� \RXU� DYHUDJH��
run-of-the-mill Cy Young award-winner, 
WZR�WLPH� :RUOG� 6HULHV� FKDPSLRQ� DQG�
WKUHH�WLPH�$OO�6WDU��+RZHYHU��GXULQJ�EDVH�
EDOO�VHDVRQ��WKH�EHVW�SODFH�WR�ƂQG�-RQHV�LV�
hanging out at his sports grill or barbecue 
stand, sharing a laugh or two, signing a 

Jones sought the help of his grandfather, who had a barbecue sauce 
recipe that he developed in the 1930s in Weatherford, Texas. It took 13 
different samples before Jones’ grandpa approved a sample to run a 
batch and Randy Jones BBQ Sauce was born.


