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russville arca nanve and 1935 Hewitt-Trussville graduate
Scotr Myers went around the world before becoming one of
the first locally produced owners of a professional sports franchise n
the Magic City in modern memory. And when he says he went
around the world, he hterally means he went around the world.
Myers became co-owner of the Birmingham Steeldogs of the
Arena2 Football League this past January A vencure with his
partner and Hueyvtown native Buddy King — less than a month atter
returning from a vear hiatus munistering to homeless children in
Costa Rica, But, before becoming a minor league sports tycoon and

developing a ministry for Central America Street Children, Myers

was a mulu-sports high school athlete,

Myers played quarterback. defensive back and strong

safety during his tenure with the Hewit=Trussville Huskies in the
mid 1980s. Myers was also a letterman on the basketball and
baseball teams, but takes a certain amount of |\|'uL- in the fact that
he was a quarterback under head junior coach Jack Wood, who
took over the program during Myers' junior season in 1983

In the years following Myers’ senior year, many great and
popular athletes have played quarterback at Hewite for Wood,

including Mike Mordecai, an infielder with the Montreal Expos,
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Jason Standridge, a first round draft pick for the Tampa Bay Devil

Rays, former University of Alabama  quarterback Jav  Barker,
who won a natonal championship with the Crimson Tide
m 1992, and this vears Mr, Football and Auburn University
recruit Brandon Cox.

Myers has been doing a amount of public speaking
about his trip to Costa Rica and his ownership of the Steeldogs

since his return, almost always bringing up his role in the great

Hewitt-Trussville quarterback lecacy,
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1991-1992, It was during this time that he first met
Buddy King and the idea of bringing Arena League Football
was first germinated,

During the Fire’s second and final season, the team went
to play the Orlando Thunder. While in central Florida, Myers and
King took in their first Arena Football League game between the
Orlando Predators and the Tampa Bay Storm.

“We weren't sure what to expect bec » we had never

seen Arena Football before, but we get to the arena and the place

is packed and the people are going crazy and it’s tons ot fun,

\1_\&':\ sad, “We look at each other
and say to each other this would be
great in Birmingham.”

Several years later, the pan
attempted to bring an expansion team
to Birmigham, but the deal fell
through in the 11th hour, forcing
another dream to be put on hold.

“We had the money put
together, but at the last minute, the
noney didn't come through and we lost
the team. However, we were
interested in this idea and always felt
that it could work in Birmingham,”

Myers said.

As his tenure with the Bulls
was nearing an end, Myers felt the time
was right to begm his street child
ministry, something he had been
praying about and secking guidance
for almost a decade.

[ always said *one day I'd like
to go back and do something about
it,"" Myers said.” said that for 10 years
and then last vear | finally had the
opportunity to get away for a year and
went to Costa Rica and spent a
year working with street children in
the city of San Jose.”

A street child, according to Myers, is a child who lives
on the streer 24 hours a \i.l‘., seven davs a \\w'|—' .‘\‘. .'|1\' |‘l"|:'.-l
Myers’ be his ministry, there were over 200 children living
on the streets of San Jose, many of whom were native

icaraguans. Extreme poverty and porous borders have led to
an influx of immigration into Costa Rica from surrounding
countrics. While Costa Iica enjoys a tarly stable economy and

political environment, compared to other Latin American
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nations, the country’s infrastructure  has
been overwhelmed and unable to handle
the problem alone. Even though Costa Rica
has a smaller number of street children than
other Central American countrics, Myers
found a void in peopld and
agencies providing assistance to the Costa
Rican government and its escalating homeless child problem.
Myers worked in Costa Rica with a mimsory
organization called Mission to the World, which sets up street
child munistries in Latin America. Myers
flew to Costa Raca in December 2000 to
help organize Mission to the World’s
Costa can street child mumistry with
the plan to return to Birmingham after
one year.
“I basically went down there by
myself and started the minisory for Costa
Iica and have been working on a model
for them to do ministry in other Latin
merican cities,” Mvers said. “We do
events for them and I would work with
o l"‘]ll‘;k' (‘j‘fl]i.' AEZCNCICS that are |:.';'.|~i,_\
in place and find out what programs
were effective and try to help them be
more effective.”
During Myers™ time 1 Costa Riea,
King flew in for visit, and the two began
discussions to purchase the Steeldogs.
This time their efforts were successtul as
Myers and King financed the purchase
themiselves, officially buying the team m
carly January. They also became the first
Birnungham area natives to own a sports
franchise in several decades, a fact Myers
says he believes will help them as they
work to  make the  Steeldogs
“Birmingham’s Hometown Team.”
“I know this market and Buddy knows this market.
We're from here]” Myers said. “We're going to have a fun,
entertaining  product that people are going o be proud
to be associated with,
“We essentially have two _l_-'ll.||'~." Myers added, " We want
to lead the league in attendance and we want to win the AF2
championship. There’s nothing that states right now that we can't

do either one of those.”




