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Tracey and Wade Cole’s stunning 
home in Mays Bend has been a work 
in progress for the better part of a 
decade. The couple purchased the 
home and moved from Pelham to Pell 
City in 2014 following several years of 
owning a weekend home in the area. 

The Cole’s house began life as a 
typical brick Ranch built in the early 
1980s with some design points left 
over from the previous decade. The 
Coles transformed the house bit by bit, 
while maintaining much of its original 
character, into a Modern take on the 
traditional Ranch home.

“It was nothing like this when we 
bought it,” Wade says.

While the previous owner took 
steps to bring the dated layout to 
contemporary standards, Tracey 
acknowledges it was difficult to 
envision herself living and raising a 
family in the house. She also says 
Wade wasn’t certain she would find 
the house groovy either. 

Lakeside living 
In Modern 
Ranch style on 
the Pell City 
shoreline
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 “When we moved in, he says ‘You’re never 
going to live in this house,’” Tracey says. “The 
girl that bought it had a really good taste. It 
was ’70s, but she made it look really good. 
When she moved out, it was like ‘Oh, Lord.’ 
One room was purple, one room was green, 
this room was yellow. But she made it look 
good. She pulled it off.”

Today, white is the home’s dominant color 
with touches of rustic charm. The Coles painted 
the brick white, and added black shutters and 
new custom garage doors with a wood-grain 
design. Inside, most of the walls are painted 
white, with the exception of a single wall in the 
great room painted in navy blue. 

Since taking ownership, the Coles have 
renovated the house twice, first focusing 
on renovating the bathrooms in 2016, then 
attacking the kitchen and great room in 
2021. The second renovation proved to be 
the hardest for the Coles, starting when their 
daughter was a year old. They did much of 
the demolition on their own and often made 
important decisions by the seat of their pants, 
the most challenging item being an off-center 
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This Christmas, we’re grateful for the trust 

you place in us every day. May your holidays be 

filled with warmth, love, and all the blessings 

of the season. From our family at UnionState Bank 

to yours, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

1-855-468-6872 | www.unionstate.net

Member FDIC |    Equal Housing Lender

MAY YOUR HOLIDAYS BE

Merry and 
Bright!
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2410 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City, AL 35125
205-338-6085
www.davisons-ins.com

• “Affordable Protection, Best Service”
• Serving Our Community Since 1999
• Contact us on our Website, or by 

Phone for a Free Insurance Review

Customized PlansCustomized Plans
For What Matters MostFor What Matters Most
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NOW OPEN IN TIME
FOR THE HOLIDAYS!

Women’s ClothingWomen’s Clothing
& Quality Gifts& Quality Gifts

Inspiring and Inspiring and 
Just Plain FunJust Plain Fun

705 1st Street SW, Childersburg, AL 35044
(205) 597-9856
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1915-B Cogswell Ave. | Pell City, AL 35125
(205) 753-6369

Custom Painted Furniture • Gifts & Unique Handmade DecorCustom Painted Furniture • Gifts & Unique Handmade Decor

Classes Offered - Stop by for Dates & Info
Glass & Resin  •  Furniture Painting  •  Tiered Tray

Sanctuary
Art
Furniture
Etc.

All Dixie Belle Paint & 
Products Sold Here!

Custom Orders Always Welcome
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Pell City’s Authorized Dealer for ALL Dixie Belle Paint, and merchandise.Pell City’s Authorized Dealer for ALL Dixie Belle Paint, and merchandise.

fireplace that Tracey decided needed to go.
“We really didn’t know we were going to tear 

that out until the day the crew got here,” Tracey 
says. “We were like, ‘We think we want to tear that 
fireplace out’ and they were like, ‘Okay,’ and so they 
just started tearing it out.”

“It wasn’t easy tearing that fireplace out. It was a 
nasty job,” adds Wade. “There was all this brick and 
we had to haul it all out with a wheelbarrow. It was a 
job.”

Other improvements included converting a 
small bathroom into a pantry, reducing the size 
of a laundry room, allowing the Coles to enlarge 
the kitchen, and tearing down a wall with a small 
walkthrough from the kitchen to the living room, 
another last-minute decision. The result of the hard 
work has transformed the boxy interior into an open 
floor plan with views of the Coosa River from almost 
every vantage point. 

The Coles also expanded the master bedroom 
closet, adding a custom-made sliding barn door, 
replaced the 1980s-era carpeting with hardwood 
floors, and stained the exposed ceiling beams in 
a natural wood color. The master bath has also 
been completely updated, including the removal 
of a huge sunken bathtub that they thought was a 
safety risk for their young children as well as being 
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WHERE 
EVEN WHEN
I HAVE MY
HANDS FULL,
THEY HAVE 
MY BACK,
I BELONG.
Learn more at aodfcu.com. 
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4908 Cogswell Ave, Pell City, AL, 351284908 Cogswell Ave, Pell City, AL, 35128
(205) 789-8507(205) 789-8507

Check Us Out
On Facebook!

Where Every Woman Matters!Where Every Woman Matters!
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The Coles’ house is decked with holiday decor.
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%
APR6.74

Rates as low as
Up to $5,000

Memories AwaitMemories Await

*APR = ANNUAL PERCENTAGE RATE. SUBJECT TO MEMBERSHIP AND CREDIT APPROVAL. RATES,
TERMS, AND CONDITIONS SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS
APPLY. RATES MAY VARY BASED ON INDIVIDUAL CREDIT WORTHINESS. OFFER ENDS 12/31/2024

Your Holiday Loan for Unforgettable Moments.Your Holiday Loan for Unforgettable Moments.
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completely out of date. 
One Reagan-era design touch that Tracey 

wanted to remove but survived the renovation is 
wainscoting running throughout the kitchen, dining 
area, and great room. The wainscoting is a stylish 
nod to the home’s past while still fitting in perfectly 
with the Coles’ vision. 

“I really wanted to rip it out, but by the time they 
did that second remodel, they just had to go,” 
Tracey said. “I kind of laid off of that and figured 
maybe it would come back one day.”

The Coles put loads of time and effort into 
outdoor living, building an enormous covered 
outdoor kitchen and living space, with a stone 
fireplace, modern cooking station (complete with 
a Big Green Egg) and ceiling beams matching 
those on the inside. An athletic family – their 
children are active in local sports – the Coles also 
built a basketball court in the backyard for games 
of one-on-one and HORSE. 

With multiple renovations complete, the Coles’ 
Modern Ranch house is poised to outlast design 
and living trends over the next 40 years.
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