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How a German soap opera was used
as far-right Islamophobic
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A month or so ago, a video on Raheem Kassam's Facebook page was brought to my
attention. I've embedded the video below. In it, a young women speaking German
converts to Islam in front of her son and insists to him, that as he is a child, he is also
Muslim. Kassam's caption was "Oh. My. God. This is what German TV channels are
"teaching" kids..."
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The subtitles are accurate, with the exception of the offensive "blah, blah, blah" translation
while the woman recites the Shahada, the declaration of

A month or so ago, a video on Raheem Kassam's Facebook page was brought to my
attention. I've embedded the video below. In it, a young women speaking German
converts to Islam in front of her son and insists to him, that as he is a child, he is also
Muslim. Kassam's caption was "Oh. My. God. This is what German TV channels are
"teaching” kids..."

The subtitles are accurate, with the exception of the offensive "blah, blah, blah" translation
while the woman recites the Shahada, the declaration of Muslim faith. Many far-right groups
claimed this video was created so the German government could convince the population to
be more accepting of Muslims or even brainwash them into converting to Islam itself.

The comments on the Kassam video are all very negative towards the issue. Paraphrasing,

most of them talk about how Germany is a doomed country and is destined to destroy itself.
Comments on YouTube videos are much the same, about how the narrative is that Germans
are nothing unless they adopt Islam and Merkel's government are pure evil. There's a load
Islamophobia too.

The names of the organisations credited at the end of the video seem far from impartial
names alone. In fact, they all contained content that many would consider Islamophobic.
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However, when | watched this video, quite a lot of things did not support this hypothesis.

There js quite eerie music for a start and the young boy looks rather confused and alarmed.
Cer—ly, there's no reason to be alarmed by this video alone. After all, if this is an a
eduggonal clip like some are suggesting, isn't a good thing to learn about other religions?

Certainly, the clip seems incomplete and thus needs to be further investigated.

When | did it became quite clear that the clip was taken out of context. It is from
Lindenstrasse, a long-running German soap opera on the German equivalent of BBC One,
the episode, number 1084 was aired in 2006, not after 2017's federal elections like some had
suggested.

The woman is Lisa Hoffmeister, a character who has led a troubled life. She was abused and
neglected as a child and even killed someone in self-defence. She is engaged to Murat, from
a Turkish immigrant family. Her fiance is not particularly serious about his religion and comes
from a fairly secular and moderate family.

Yet Lisa gets obsessed and convinces herself that she needs to convert in order to be
accepted by the family. Her overzealousness in this and future episodes actually annoys
Murat a fair bit and his aunt takes Lisa aside and tells her efforts are unnecessary.
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If anything is to be learned from this plotline, it is that people shouldn't rush into things and
also shouldn't do things to please others but be comfortable with themselves and their own
identity.

The network is publicly owned, but the government has no control over broadcasting. The
claims made by far-right groups are far off the mark.

And they are very dangerous. It would be taken as confirmation to those on the far right
spectrum and those flirting with extreme politics, that there is some sort of conspiracy g
on involving the establishment and Muslim minorities. This fosters further Islamophobic
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thinking and also encourages voting for far-right parties, who will have no issue with treating
minﬂes like they do not matter.

Thigmmuld all be avoided with a simple bit of verification. It didn't take me too long to find out
the truth. But some people will have got carried away with viewing the material and would not
bother to check, meaning that false information is what they take from the viewing.

This has a very alarming snowball effect. People will use this as evidence of some sort of
conspiracy theory or go on an angry rant, this is picked up by more and more people until
tension reaches a breaking point.

People should be taught in schools, basic ways of verifying information. This will prevent
manipulation of this kind from having a strong impact and also benefit the democratic process.
People will then have the current information they need to make a decision rather than basing
decisions that will have far-reaching political consequences on fake news. This will result in
politicians being forced to be more honest, and this should hopefully encourage more trust
from voters to elected officials.




Because forcing a religion onto the masses is a very serious thing that should not be
tolerated, thankfully, in this case, it is basically lies, but these lies still have a very worrying
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It's M lack of trust that actually enables situations like this to occur. Voters have so little trust
that they are willing to believe stuff like this could be possible and that would make them more
likely to believe in conspiracy theories like this, especially if they play on existing prejudices. It
all creates a rather vicious circle and the people who lose out the most are the minorities that

propaganda like this attacks.

| wrote in my previous opinion piece that Poland's treatment of Jewish people should not be
tolerated and neither should the spreading of false information suggested that the German
government is trying to brainwash the country to convert to Islam.

It just encourages the racists and harms people who have done nothing to warrant it.

read more

You might also like...

Film Review: Mother!

Magritte: Why the meanings in his
artworks will always remain a mystery
I'm glad Firefly was cancelled. Here's
why.

Labour might hold a Jeremy Corbyn
themed music festival - it's not a big deal
Two creators, credit enough for one:
Mother! & misogyny

Why Doctor Foster is fantastic to watch
but damaging to believe

ITV's Liar never lived up to its initial
promise - and that's a problem

The price of fame: how celebrities really
treat their fans

How Jesse Lacey fails to recognise the
seriousness of his sexual misconduct
allegations

#GiveLittleMixABreak proves people’s
naivety to the harsh world of touring

People who read this also read...

Don't meet me at McDonalds
Oscars Countdown: Female filmmakers In

Oscars history

TRENDING



http://www.thenationalstudent.com/Opinion/2018-02-28/why_poland_s_treatment_of_jews_is_wrong_on_so_many_levels.html
http://www.thenationalstudent.com/Film/2017-09-19/film-review-mother-.html
http://www.thenationalstudent.com/Arts_and_Theatre/2017-09-27/magritte_why_the_meanings_in_his_artworks_will_always_remain_a_mystery.html
http://www.thenationalstudent.com/TV/2017-09-20/i_m_glad_firefly_was_cancelled_here_s_why.html
http://www.thenationalstudent.com/Opinion/2018-02-06/labour_might_hold_a_jeremy_corbyn_themed_music_festival_it_s_not_a_big_deal.html
http://www.thenationalstudent.com/Film/2017-09-28/two_creators_credit_enough_for_one_mother_misogyny.html
http://www.thenationalstudent.com/TV/2017-09-26/why_doctor_foster_is_fantastic_to_watch_but_damaging_to_believe.html
http://www.thenationalstudent.com/TV/2017-10-19/itv_s_liar_never_lived_up_to_its_initial_promise_and_that_s_a_problem.html
http://www.thenationalstudent.com/Opinion/2017-11-18/the_price_of_fame_how_celebrities_really_treat_their_fans.html
http://www.thenationalstudent.com/Music/2017-11-21/how_jesse_lacey_fails_to_recognise_the_seriousness_of_his_sexual_misconduct_allegations.html
http://www.thenationalstudent.com/Music/2017-11-17/givelittlemixabreak_proves_peoples_naivety_to_the_harsh_world_of_touring.html
http://www.thenationalstudent.com/Opinion/2018-02-28/don_t_meet_me_at_mcdonalds.html
http://www.thenationalstudent.com/Film/2018-03-01/oscars_countdown_female_filmmakers_in_oscars_history.html

The Best TV Shows coming to Netflix UK in Oscars Countdown: Female ﬁlmniakers In
March Oscars history



http://www.thenationalstudent.com/TV/2018-03-01/the_best_tv_shows_coming_to_netflix_uk_in_march.html
http://www.thenationalstudent.com/Film/2018-03-01/oscars_countdown_female_filmmakers_in_oscars_history.html
http://www.thenationalstudent.com/TV/2018-03-01/the_best_tv_shows_coming_to_netflix_uk_in_march.html
http://www.thenationalstudent.com/Film/2018-03-01/oscars_countdown_female_filmmakers_in_oscars_history.html

How a German soap opera was used as far- The best films coming to Netflix UK this
right Islamophobic propaganda March

- S A3 g =
World Book Dav 2018: The literary characters
we wish we could be

TRENDING CHANNELS

coO
o



http://www.thenationalstudent.com/Opinion/2018-03-01/how_a_german_soap_opera_was_used_as_far_right_islamophobic_propaganda.html
http://www.thenationalstudent.com/Film/2018-03-01/the-best-films-coming-to-netflix-uk-this-march.html
http://www.thenationalstudent.com/Arts_and_Theatre/2018-03-01/world_book_day_2018_the_literary_characters_we_wish_we_could_be.html
http://www.thenationalstudent.com/Trending
http://www.thenationalstudent.com/MediaPartners/Co-op_Food_
http://www.thenationalstudent.com/Opinion/2018-03-01/how_a_german_soap_opera_was_used_as_far_right_islamophobic_propaganda.html
http://www.thenationalstudent.com/Film/2018-03-01/the-best-films-coming-to-netflix-uk-this-march.html
http://www.thenationalstudent.com/Arts_and_Theatre/2018-03-01/world_book_day_2018_the_literary_characters_we_wish_we_could_be.html

-
\t?)iBigChoice

youth career network

tal;{?woliday

The Social Travel Network

Talwan

THE HEART OF ASIA

NORTHERN TERRITQ’PY
_~ AUSTRALIA'S
OUTBACK «»
northernterritory.com

2 Gt

The Heart of the Filipino

; StudentUniverse

TheNationalStudent



http://www.thenationalstudent.com/MediaPartners/theBigChoice.com
http://www.thenationalstudent.com/MediaPartners/Talk_Holiday
http://www.thenationalstudent.com/MediaPartners/unlocked_graduates
http://www.thenationalstudent.com/MediaPartners/Taiwan_Tourism_Bureau
http://www.thenationalstudent.com/MediaPartners/northern_territory
http://www.thenationalstudent.com/MediaPartners/yha_uk
http://www.thenationalstudent.com/MediaPartners/intrepid_travel
http://www.thenationalstudent.com/MediaPartners/national_student_print

g
&

RYd

bsornd 610

2017-SPRING LIVE GHAMPIONSHIP

USE CODE
NATIONALSTUDENT
FOR 20% OFF

CONTRIBUTOR OF THE MONTH

Scarlett Sangster
Ranking:

Articles: 83

Reads: 130738

Top article: Eating Disorders: The behaviours and
symptoms to look out for as a fresher

About TNS

Legal

Terms & Conditions

Write for The National Student
Contact

Advertise

© 2018 TheNationalStudent.com is a website of BigChoice Group Limited | TheBigCampus, 44-46
Offley Road, London, SW9 OLS | registered in England No 6842641 VAT # 971692974



http://www.thenationalstudent.com/MediaPartners/vainglory_esports
http://www.thenationalstudent.com/MediaPartners/
http://www.thenationalstudent.com/index.php?writer_profile=2449
http://www.thenationalstudent.com/Health/2015-09-10/Eating_Disorders_the_behaviours_and_symptoms_to_look_out_for_as_a_fresher.html
http://www.thenationalstudent.com/About.html
http://www.thenationalstudent.com/Legal.html
http://www.thenationalstudent.com/TermsAndConditions.html
http://www.thenationalstudent.com/media-hub
http://www.thenationalstudent.com/Contact/
http://www.thenationalstudent.com/Advertise/
http://www.thenationalstudent.com/meet_our_writers/

