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Traveling up a mountain on a
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I have starred death right in the face and death could sure use some
breath spray.
It was August 2014, and I was about 16-and-a-half.
We were on the edge of The Himalayas Mountain Ridge, near the Northern
Indian town of Shimla, the capital of the state of Himachal Pradesh, a town a
couple of hours by train from my family's ancestral home in Punjab.

Shimla could’ve actually been quite a nice town, advertised as a “smoke-free
city” – it receives fresh, clean air from the mountains that it is nestled around.
However the city stinks of diesel fumes from all the cars that tr...
I have starred death right in the face and death could sure use some
breath spray.
It was August 2014, and I was about 16-and-a-half.
We were on the edge of The Himalayas Mountain Ridge, near the Northern
Indian town of Shimla, the capital of the state of Himachal Pradesh, a town a
couple of hours by train from my family's ancestral home in Punjab.

Shimla could’ve actually been quite a nice town, advertised as a “smoke-free
city” – it receives fresh, clean air from the mountains that it is nestled around.
However the city stinks of diesel fumes from all the cars that travel around it, and
litter from cigarettes is still an issue in certain parts.
With a population of just over 170,000, it is one of India's smallest cities. The
architecture is superb, with beautiful buildings such as The Christ Church, the
second oldest church in Northern India, and a stunning Public Library.
We decided to travel up one of these mountains. I personally wanted to walk, but
this wasn’t allowed. Apparently, this was too dangerous.
The only alternative was to ride a donkey. I was sceptical before I even got on,
as these donkeys looked really skinny. In some, you could see the bones around
their stomachs.
However, looking at the path to the mountain, the floor was littered with donkey
turds. So, I didn’t really have much say in the matter.
What I wasn’t prepared for is how absolutely loopy the donkey I was riding was
going to be. Not long after I got on, he started tilting to one side, causing me to
become unbalanced.
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By the end of the journey, I had nicknamed my companion “Eeyore” after The
Winnie The Pooh character. For those of you who don’t know, Eeyore is a
donkey, who is very depressive, gloomy and pessimistic. Bit odd for a children’s
television character, but there you go.
I nicknamed this donkey Eeyore because of the amount of times he tried to run
off the ridge.
He kept on speeding up right to the edge before turning around at the last
minute. I lost count of the amount of times he did this. I don’t think I could count
them all on my two hands.
Honestly, it was absolutely terrifying. Say he got it wrong or actually went
through with it. I wouldn’t have survived the fall.
Obviously, I couldn’t communicate with Eeyore to ascertain his intentions. I didn’t
know if he was trolling me or if he genuinely was considering leaping off.
Annoyingly, once we got to the top of the ridge, there was not much to look at.
The ground had been dirtied by visitors and I can’t even remember the view, so
it couldn’t even have been that great. This was sad as the city itself was the
cleanest I saw during my time in India. The town bustled with bright colours but
up here, there was desolute grey.
Then it was time for round two.
Eeyore took me down the mountain. He did the same again but as he got the
bottom, he decided to have a fight with another donkey just to the left of us. He
bit him on the cheek. Twice. This other donkey then tried to take a chunk out of
the back of my ankle. I was sitting there thinking: “Dude, I’m just an innocent
bystander!”
I was glad to get back to Shimla.
Visit it if you can but don't go up the mountains. The ride was not worth it. The
views from nearby at the hills are spectacular and there are lots of cute red
monkeys walking around, so there's little wrong with the town itself.
If you want to go up the Himalays, however, it'll be better finding somewhere
else to ride up a mountain.
read more

You might also like...
Colombo, Sri Lanka is revealed as the
'must-photograph' travel destination
in social media study
Earn the equivalent of a six-figure
salary to travel the world as a ‘global
experience hunter’

How to travel Singapore on a student
budget
Eight upcoming music festivals in
Austin, Texas: the live music capital of
the world
Alev Scott: ‘I was used to getting rape
threats and death threats’
A vegan's guide to Bristol: a round-up
of the city's animal-free eateries
How to prepare for living and working
abroad in Paris
Interrail 101: How to navigate Europe
by rail after Brexit
Which are the cheapest months to visit
each European capital?
Tao Philippines: The immersive
island-hopping expedition that helps
to sustain and enhance Palawan's
environment and island communities

People who read this also read...
Types of gap year
They are the Resurrected - The Stone
Roses return!
2012 - An Exciting Year In Music
Five Minutes with Dexter Fletcher
Top 10 weirdest superstitions
revealed...
Does PGD protect future generations,
or is it becoming a tool for designing
them?
Man with world's largest penis causes
airport security scare
Misty Miller debuts 'Anything For You'
The Great Gatsby Video Interview:
Tobey Maguire
Movies to watch in February

TRENDING

1

2

GB Bobsleighers record best finish in
53 years - in a Crowdfunded sled

Snowboarder, 18, breaks ankle but
still finishes second

3

4

Penny Mordaunt launches £2m
government fund to tackle period
poverty around the world

Omloop Het Nieuwsblad women's race
stopped as cyclist catches men's event

5

Where the comedy seeds are sown:
exploring Exeter's budding arts scene

READ MORE TRENDING

TRENDING CHANNELS

ALL MEDIA PARTNERS

CONTRIBUTOR OF THE MONTH

Ciaran Hanvey
Ranking:

Articles: 26
Reads: 25700
Top article: Was Amazon Prime day 2018 just an
irresponsible advertising ploy?
CONTRIBUTORS

About TNS
Legal, Terms & Conditions
Write for The National Student
Contact
Advertise

© 2019 TheNationalStudent.com is a website of BigChoice Group Limited | 10-12 The Circle,
Queen Elizabeth Street, London, SE1 2JE | registered in England No 6842641 VAT #
971692974

