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Campaign Announced for Salisbury House |

he Salisbury House
Foundation publicly an-

T nounced, March 18, a

fund-raising campaign intended

| to preserve one of the most

unique art museums in the Mid-
west, Des Moines’ historic
Salisbury House. The campaign
toraise funds is needed in order
to purchase
the Salisbury

’,,,5,"“;,,‘:,‘3: Houscandits
grant received substantial

| |from the collections
| Kruidenier of world-
Charitable class art and
Foundation | rare books
Py | intact, an_d
renovate it

into a full-

time public museum and cultural
center.

In announcing the campaign,
Robert Houser, past Chairman
of Principal Mutual Insurance

The Obtainable Dream of Salisbury House

By Robert Houser

ith beautiful gardens
and architecture full
of priceless art,

books, and furnishings,
Salisbury Houseis aplace whose
doors should be open to our
children, in orderto inspire their
own appreciation of the arts.
Watching the many school
children that grace the halls of

and current
Chairman of
Board of the
Salisbury
House Foun-
dation, intro-
duced Bruce
Kelley, Presi-
dentand CEO
of EMC In-
surance
Companies,
as fund-rais-
ing Cam-
paign Chair-
man. Houser
thanked
Kelley for his efforts [hdl hdd

campaign.

already raised over $2.2 million
in campaign pledges, includinga
$500,000 challenge grant from
Kelley’s company, EMC. (Asof
the writing of this newsletter,
campaign pledges had reached
$3.1 million.) Also introduced

Salisbury House each year, the
dream of the Salisbury House
Foundation is easy to envision.
As we become familiar with the
incredible collections of rare
books, art, and furnishings, it
becomes easy to see the concep-
tion of Salisbury House creators,
Carl and EdithWeeks.

The polemml of Salisbury

Pictured (left to right) are Governor Robert D. Ray,
Bruce Kelley, Joe Dollison, Robert Houser, and
Cooper Weeks, part of the team leading the capital

was former Governor Robert D.

Ray, who will serve as Honorary
Co-Chairman with Cooper
‘Weeks, grandson of Carl & Edith
Weeks who built this historic
mansion. Weeks, who resides in
Kansas City, was unable to at-
tend the news conference.

House is apparent to those who
visit. We see a place that fo-
cuses on education; houses con-
certs, events, and gatherings that
inspire all of us with beauty and
spirit. I am happy to announce
that our dream is very close to
becoming a reality.

There are certain steps that
have to be taken first. Our num-

The Iowa State Education
Association (ISEA) has owned
and operated Salisbury House
as their state headquarters for
over 40 years. The ISEA has
outgrown themansion’s use and
can no longer adequately main-
tainit. Inrecent years, the future
of Salisbury House and its col-
lections have remained uncer-
tain, and at risk.

The Salisbury House Foun-
dation is a public, non-profit
organization dedicated to ac- |
quiring and saving this historic
mansion. With an overall goal
of $8 million to purchase, reno-
vate, and preserve the 42-room
mansion, the Salisbury House
Foundation must first raise
$4 million by June 1, 1998, to
fulfill its agreement with the
ISEA. |

(Campaign, continued on page 2

ber one goal is gaining owner-
ship. Inside this newsletter is an
article that outlines the agree-
ment that has been reached for
that to take place as of June 1.
To gain ownership, we must
raise half of our $8 million goal
by that date. That is also a goal

R. Houser, continued on page 3
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