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Wrangle over legal
ownership of
museum exhibit

W HENRY GOODWIN

AN ancient stone from the
Great Pyramid of Giza due to
go on display in Edinburgh is
at the centre of a diplomatic
storm, after the Egyptian
ernment said it mlghl m
been illegally smuggled into
the UK.

Egyptian officials have con-
tacted the National Museum of
Scotland, which possesses the
rare artefact, o demand proof
of legal ownership.

The stone - ala‘:ﬁeblockof
white limestone | form the
centrepiece of the new Ancient
Egypt Rediscovered gallery at
the National Museum of Scot-
land, and will be on public dis-
play for the first ime since it
came to Scotland in 1872.

It will be the only casing
stone from the pyramid to be

ved outside of Egypt.
museum announced that
the stone will be exhibited from
February 8 to mark the bicen-
wenary of the birth of Chardes
Piazzi Smyth, one-time Astron-
omer Royal of Scodand, who
alnng with his geologist wife
essie, conducted the first large-
accurate survey of the Great
Pyramid in 1865 and the couple
ongmall\ displayed the block in
their Edinburgh home.
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However Egypt's Minis-
uy of Antiquities said it will
take “all necessary action” to
ensure the stone is returned
w Egypt if the museum is
unable to provide documen-
tation showing it was im-
ported into the UK |
and with the correct author-
ity granting permission for
its exportation.

Built for Pharoah Khufu,
who ruled from 2589 to 2566
BC, the Great Pyramid of
Giza is the oldest and largest
in the Giza pyramid complex.

The stone was discovered
among a rubble heap by an
English engineer working on
behalf' of Smyth, Waynman
Dixon, in 1869 and brought
w the UK three years later,
where itwas put on displayin
Smyth’s Edinburgh home. It
was donated to the National
Museums by the Royal Ob-
servatory in 1955.

A spokesman for Egypt's
Ministry of Antiquities said:
“We have addressed the
Egyptian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs o take all necessary
action to contact the Scottish
authorities and the National
Museum of Scotland to com-
municate the documents of
ownership
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OWNERSHIP: Assistant Curator Dr Danlel Potter with the only casing stone from the Great Pyramid of Giza to
be displayed anywhere In the world outside of Egypt; below left, an lllustration of the Great Pyramid by Charles
Piazz| Smyth; below right, Charles Piazzl Smyth; bottom, a view of The Great Pyramids

and export certificates of that
stone mass, the method of
exit from Egypt and the date
of obtaining it.

“The current Egyptian law
on the protection of effects
criminalises trafficking in ef
fects. They are not allowed to
be exported and are consid-
ered public funds.

“If the mass or any other
artefact were to be found re-
moved illegally, all necessary
action would be taken to re-
cover it”

National Museums Scot-
land said Smyth “had the offi-
cial permission of the Viceroy
of Egypt and the assi

of the Egyptian Antiquities
Service” when he began re-
search in Giza in 1865.

A spokeswoman said: “Af
ter reviewing all the docu- GETWTO
mentary evidence we hold, - ]!
we are confident that the (CASH ADVANCE'

appropriate permissions and
documentation were ob-
tained, in line with common
practice at the time.”

Cairo has repeatedly called
on the UK to return the Ro-
setta Stone, on display at the
British Museum and, in 2011,
urged a Berlin museum tore
wrn a 3 400-year-old bust of
Queen Nefertiti.
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