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Day of drama as ex-pre5|dent pleads not guilty to 34 charges
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THE full extent of hush
money charges against
Donald Trump was laid
bare last night after he

handed himself in to a

New York court.
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The Mail on Sunday for just 90p for the
next six months. This offer is open to
new seven day print subscribers only.
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every day. After six months you will
get 20p off the normal price of your
Mail newspaper every day, which
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month. In total that is a saving of £164
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said to be a doorman who made the paternity
allegations. With a face like thunder, Trump,
76, pleaded not guilty to 34 counts of falsifying
business records.

Prosecutors say they were committed to
hide a £105,000 ($130,000) hush money pay-
ment to Ms Daniels. She claimed just weeks
before the 2016 election that she had a brief
fling with him in 2006, just months after his
wife Melania had given birth.

The case, which was heard in Manhattan
under immense security, has delighted
Trump critics who have been waiting for
years to see him in court. It incensed sup-
porters who say it is a political stitch-up.

Trump is accused of engaging in activities
designed to influence the election result by
burying damaging stories.

The charges are ‘class E’ felonies which are
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of four years. Falsifying business records is
usually a less serious ‘misdemeanour’ but
prosecutors can elevate it to a felony if they
believe it was carried out to hide or commit
another crime.

Michael Cohen, Trump’s former lawyer and
fixer, says he made the payment to Ms Daniels
at Trump’s direction and was later reimbursed
by him in instalments. Prosecutors say fraud
was involved because Trump’s company

falsely classified the repayment
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The ‘catch and kill' claims

to Mr Cohen as legal expenses
AMONG the allegations :

when none existed.
It’s alleged that the National

Enquirer paid $30,000 to the

former Trump Tower door-

man who claimed to know

that he fathered a child out of | were that Trump ‘orches- :

wedlock and $150,000 to Ms trated his ‘““catch and kill”’ : believed to by former Play-

McDougal, who wanted to sell scheme through a series of | boy model Karen McDougal
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paignl_o e e Fhowa s | cealed’ between August : through a similar ‘catch

‘catch and kill’, the Enquirer 2015 and December 2017.  : and kill’ operation.

bought the exclusive stories in Manhattan District Attor- : Mr Bragg added that in a

order to stop them being pub- ney Alvin Bragg’s statement : third instance - 12 days
said: ‘Inone instance Amer- ;| before the presidential
ican Media Inc paid $30,000 ; general election - Trump’s
to a former Trump Tower : then lawyer Michael
doorman, who claimed to ; Cohen ‘wired $130,000 to
have a story about a child ; an attorney for an adult

Trump had out of wedlock.’ ; film actress’.
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In court:
Donald
Trump
yesterday
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offences. Their client was
heading back to his home at
Mar-a-Lago, Florida, last night
where he had pledged to make
a televised statement.

Every one of New York’s
35,000 police officers was told
to be ready yesterday after
Trump, 76, urged supporters
to protest but, apart from a
few scuffles outside the court
by pro- and anti-Trump pro-
testers, there was no trouble
in the Democrat city.

Instead, as helicopters cir-
cled overhead, an army of TV
crews and reporters were
waiting to witness the tradi-
tional ‘perp walk’ when police
and officials parade the
accused before the cameras.

A serving or former presi-

He went on to discuss a sec-
ond woman - widely

lished anywhere else.

Trump, who remains the
frontrunner to win the Repub-
lican nomination, has dis-
missed the decision to charge
him as a ‘witch-hunt’ con-
ducted by a partisan Manhat-
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tan district attorney, Alvyn
Bragg. He has also claimed
the judge, Juan Merchan,
hates him and yesterday asked
for the trial to be held in the
pro-Republican borough of
Staten Island.

Apart from brief waves to
supporters outside the court
and his New York home and a
defiant message on social
media, the usually bullish

Trump made no comment
either on his way in or way out
to the court.

His silence may have been
connected to the judge’s
warning in court that, while
he wasn’t going to impose a
gagging order, everyone
involved should avoid making
any statements that could

incite violence or threats
against officials.

Trump lawyer Todd Blanche
said after the hearing that his
client was ‘upset, frustrated
and disappointed’.

Fellow Trump lawyer Joseph
Tacopina said that anyone
else but his client wouldn’t
have been charged with such

All our journalists observe the
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promptly as possible.
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www.dailymail.co.uk/readerseditor.
You can also write to Readers’
Editor, Daily Mail, 9 Derry Street,
London W8 5HY or contact IPSO
directly at ipso.co.uk

dent was last arrested in 1872
when a police officer stopped
Ulysses Grant for speeding in
a two-horse carriage while
racing friends through the
streets of Washington DC.

Grant was not charged.

Trump tried to put on a dis-
play of bravado for his court
appearance. His humiliating
day of being processed into
the US justice system began
shortly after 1pm when he left
Trump Tower in Midtown,
looking stony-faced as he
raised his fist and waved to
supporters.

He was accompanied by
Secret Servicemen as well as a
lawyer and political aides. He
has always insisted he never
had an affair with Ms Daniels.
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Surreal...I can't believe this
is happening, said Trump

as he faced 34 fraud counts

From Daniel Bates
in New York

DONALD Trump decried his ‘sur-
real’ arrest yesterday before being
charged with 34 counts of busi-
ness fraud.

The 76-year-old posted online that
he ‘could not believe this is happening
in America’.

The outburst came before he headed to
court in New York to answer charges of
falsifying business records laid against
him by the District Attorney.

But there was no rhetoric or bombast
as the court clerk read the indictment
number - 71543 - to the former presi-
dent, who remained seated as he was
asked to enter a plea and said in a throaty
voice: ‘Not guilty.’

Surrounded by his legal team and aides,
Trump displayed no emotion during the
50-minute hearing and did not answer
questions from reporters as he left the
courtroom. Judge Juan Merchan warned
the ex-president to refrain from rhetoric
that could inflame or cause civil unrest.
Assistant District Attorney Christopher

A tragedy for
America "%

Conway said the alleged crimes related to
an attempt to ‘undermine the integrity of
the 2016 Presidential election’.

Trump allegedly took part in a conspir-
acy to ‘identify and suppress negative
information that could have undermined
his candidacy as President’. Mr Conway
said Trump was accused of directing
$130,000 (£104,000) to stop this negative
information from coming out and ‘dis-
guised’ the repayment of the money in
monthly payments.

The indictment included charges not
only for hush money payments to porn
star Stormy Daniels, but also two indirect
payments that kept Playboy model Karen
McDougal and a doorman quiet about
Trump’s alleged sexual rendezvous.

Ms McDougal allegedly had a ten-month
affair with Trump in 2006, while doorman

ARRIVING AT COURT

Salute to the faithful: Donald Trump raises a fist

AFTER THE HEARING

Heading home: Mr Trump leaves for the airport

Claims: Ex-Playboy model and actress Karen McDougal with Trump

Dino Sajudin purported to know
about alove child Trump had with
a former housekeeper.

A statement of facts submitted
to the court said: ‘In or about

Judge's daughter campaigned for Biden

October or November 2015,
[Trump] learned that a former
Trump Tower doorman was trying
to sell information regarding a
child that the defendant had alleg-
edly fathered out of wedlock.
When [Trump] later concluded
that the story was not true, [he]
wanted to release the doorman
from the agreement.’

Mr Conway then turned to what
he called Trump’s ‘threatening
comments on social media’ prior
to the court case.

These ‘irresponsible’ remarks
had ‘targeted’ people in the pros-
ecution office as well as their fami-
lies, he said. The comments
included the threat of ‘death and
destruction’ and ‘world war three’,
Mr Conway added. Among
Trump’s posts was a picture of
him with a baseball bat pointed at

THE daughter of the judge overseeing Donald
Trump’s case worked on the Biden-Harris elec-
tion campaign, it was reported last night.

Justice Juan Merchan, who is presiding over
the New York proceedings, is the father of Dem-
ocrat campaigner Loren Merchan.

Miss Merchan’s archived LinkedIn profile
shows she is the president and partner of
Authentic Campaigns, which runs ‘progressive’
digital campaigns for high-profile Democrat
candidates. The 34-year-old’s profile says she
worked as ‘Director of Digital Persuasion’ for

Kamala Harris’s presidential campaign during
the 2020 elections.

Authentic continued working for Ms Harris and
Mr Biden after the now vice-president pulled
out of her presidency bid and joined his ticket.

Trump took to social media yesterday to
describe Justice Merchan as a ‘highly partisan
judge’ whose family ‘are well known Trump hat-
ers’. The former president’s son Eric also
tweeted the unsubstantiated claims: ‘They are
all handpicked. It is all pre-arranged. This cor-
ruption is on a different level.’

the head of Manhattan District
Attorney Alvin Bragg.

According to Conway, there was
a ‘significant concern about the
potential danger’ that such
remarks pose to ‘our city, a poten-
tial jury and the judicial process’.

Trump’s lawyer Todd Blanche

said the tycoon had responded
‘forcefully’ on social media because
he ‘believes a grave injustice’ was
being done. When Trump saw ‘ille-
gal leaking’ about the case in the
past week he felt ‘frustrated and
comments publicly about that’,
Mr Blanche said. It was ‘patently

unfair’ for Trump to be indicted
for a case that had been investi-
gated for three to five years over a
payment made before the last
election, he said. Judge Merchan
told the court that Trump’s ‘rights
are critically important, but said
he did not agree that ‘certain lan-

guage is justified by frustration’.

The judge told the court: ‘Refrain
from engaging in conduct which
has the potential to incite violence
or create civil unrest.” Mr Blanche
agreed to do so but told the court:
‘There’s only so much we can do’.

A car was waiting for Trump as
he left court to take him to
LaGuardia Airport and his private
jet for the flight back to Mar-a-
Lago resort, in Florida. Trump
was due to address supporters
last night at his Palm Beach home
- with at least 500 invited.

The former president is next due
in court in December.

Trump was banned from Twitter
in 2021 following the US Capitol
riots but has set up his own social
media platform. Ahead of yester-
day’s hearing he posted: ‘Heading
to Lower Manhattan, the Court-
house. Seems so SURREAL —
WOW, they are going to ARREST
ME. Can’t believe this is happen-
ing in America. MAGA!’



