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Moths, beams of stars, and swooping birds feed into concepts of the occult within Leah Fraser’s artworks. The flayed 

limbs and wild hair of her female figures touch borders of the canvas; the constraints visible and stifling, unabating to 

their own freedom. Like tarot cards, they welcome us to read them onto ourselves.

Throughout history and culture, we see solitary females making magic cursed as a separation of society. Witches, 

goddesses, nymphs present a power over humankind that fulfils properties of both fear and idealisation. Yet 

mythology and fantasy offer conduits for audiences to tap into greater mysteries.

Fraser explores this in ‘Let her go into the darkness’ — recognising her own role as an artist working creatively in 

solidarity outside of the typical norms of society. Reading Scott Cunningham’s introduction to Wicca, A Guide for the 

Solitary Practitioner at 16, inspired the artist to live magically, spiritually, and attuned with nature — connecting a 

wholesome relationship to Earth. 

The narratives of the book continue throughout Fraser’s practice, but they become especially relevant to today’s 

audiences. In our covid world, we all faced solitude and isolation — yearning out for nature and interconnectedness. 

What does this type of energy do to the world?

Motherhood, the occult, nature are expressed through Fraser’s paintings. Each work, centred on one female figure 

who appears floating or falling, never escaping their surroundings. Here, there is an energy of being tightly held in the 

space. In these depictions feminine power is limitless, diverse and divine. In For the heart is an organ of fire, the 

figure holds a flame while multiple stary hands reach for her. For, Hold on – the night is coming, the neighbouring light 

attracts moths in the darkness, cocoons representing growth and rebirth. 

A dreamy colour palette begins organically and continues intuitively, the artist working with a feeling — maybe hands 

first appear as the rest of the form grows around the figure. Acrylics allow Fraser to work quickly, often painting over 

the works; each layer revealing multiple states of presence. 

The surrounding landscape enters the artworks as ethereal flowers and foliage, birds dip and dive between limbs, 

while fragrant jasmine and hydrangeas impart smells onto the audience for a multi-sensory affair. Connection to 

nature is key to Fraser’s oeuvre. Her figures are wild women — witches from the forest or Dionysus’ cult. 

‘Let her go into the darkness’ raises questions of our disconnection to the environment; destruction for more houses, 

food, beauty products, clothes. All elements that contemporary women muse over — the artworks ask if there is 

more to modern life?

These ideas link to lifecycles — symbols of the moon, the female body, the ocean tides. Or stars, connecting the 

female body to the universe in all its entirety, working with the energy field of matter and our biological bond. This 

ideology works in two ways; her figures are captured within the busyness, frozen in time, the centre. Using energy, 

matter and lifecycles, she also links science and magic, explaining the unexplained. 

L E A H  F R A S E R
L e t  h e r  g o  i n t o  t h e  d a r k n e s s 

11 – 29 May 2021

Opening Celebration Saturday 15 May, 1pm

Artist Talk, 1:30pm



The women within Fraser’s artworks feel especially relevant for today’s society — as parliament crumbles under 

allegations that leave women vulnerable, and floods destroy material goods. They also represent seeking for 

interconnectedness in a post-covid world beyond technology. Fraser’s characters fulfil a sense of the Shaman — 

linking us to a state of healing. 

Emma-Kate Wilson

Art and Design Writer

Leah Fraser in her studio. 

Photograph via Bed Threads.



It was as it had always been, but at the same time it felt new

acrylic on polyester canvas

141 x 105 cm (framed)

$8,900



And she listened to the wind blow

acrylic on polyester canvas

141 x 105 cm (framed)

$8,900



Some strange music drew her in

acrylic on polyester canvas

141 x 105 cm (framed)

$8,900



I crushed the fragile white petals in my fingers. The scent was like oblivion, a trance.

acrylic on polyester canvas

141 x 105 cm (framed)

$8,900



She flew like night from land to land

acrylic on polyester canvas

141 x 105 cm (framed)

$8,900



Let her go into the darkness 

acrylic on polyester canvas

141 x 105 cm (framed)

$8,900



The night was heavy but the air was alive 

acrylic on polyester canvas

141 x 105 cm (framed)

$8,900



She was waiting to see the light

acrylic on polyester canvas

141 x 105 cm (framed)

$8,900



I’m thinking of a place that feels so very near

acrylic on polyester canvas

94 x 64 cm (framed)

$6,000



Hold on – the night is coming 

acrylic on polyester canvas

94 x 64 cm (framed)

$6,000



She burned too brightly for this world

acrylic on polyester canvas

94 x 64 cm (framed)

$6,000



For the heart is an organ of fire

acrylic on polyester canvas

94 x 64 cm (framed)

$6,000



What was it that made your eyes flicker like that

acrylic on polyester canvas

94 x 64 cm (framed)

$6,000



I was lonely as the moon 

acrylic on polyester canvas

94 x 64 cm (framed)

$6,000



The knowing

acrylic on polyester canvas

94 x 64 cm (framed)

$6,000



I was charged with life

acrylic on polyester canvas

94 x 64 cm (framed)

$6,000



A deeper understanding

acrylic on polyester canvas

94 x 64 cm (framed)

$6,000
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