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TROUBLE AT THE GREENWOOD COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

BRANDON
STRICKLAND

ROBBIE
BYRD

Officials remain tight-lipped 
about investigations by the State 
Law Enforcement Division and 
the Greenwood County Sheriff ’s 
Office into “questionable actions” 
that led to two deputies being 
placed on administrative leave.

While the sheriff ’s office would 
not say who is on leave, a source 
close to the situation said Friday 
the second deputy on adminis-
trative leave is agent Robbie Byrd 
with the Greenwood County 
Drug Enforcement Unit. The 
Index-Journal learned Wednesday 
the unit’s supervisor, Lt. Brandon 
Strickland, is also on leave.

An automated response to a 
reporter’s email to Byrd said his 
county email address was dis-
abled. The phone number listed 
on the county website for Byrd is 
disconnected or no longer in ser-
vice. A call to the sheriff ’s office 
Friday requesting Byrd was for-
warded to Capt. Sam Watts. Watts 
would not confirm if Byrd was 

on administrative leave, but said 
Byrd wasn’t available and couldn’t 
confirm when he would return.

Under the state’s Freedom of 
Information Act, the Index-Jour-
nal filed a request Wednesday for 
Brandon Strickland’s personnel 
file and records for bank accounts 

2nd deputy on leave also from drug unit
By DAMIAN DOMINGUEZ
ddominguez@indexjournal.com

TONY
DAVIS See LEAVE, page 4A

Jacky knew she would attend college, and 
with her high grades, she knew she would get 
assistance to pay for her education. But after 
she was accepted into Converse College, her 
scholarship and grants were denied, and the 
tuition was too much for her to handle.

Jacky was born and raised in Greenwood 
and graduated from Greenwood High School 
in 2015 with high grades, qualifying her for 
the South Carolina LIFE scholarship.

Even though she has lived in South Caroli-
na since birth, much longer than many of her 
graduating peers, Jacky was initially denied 
the scholarship she earned and any in-state 
benefits because she could not prove her par-
ents’ residency.

Jacky is one of many in South Carolina 
facing this struggle  students who are born 
in-state or live in-state for most of their lives, 
but whose parents are undocumented immi-
grants. (Jacky’s full name is not being pub-
lished for this reason.)

Dependent students with undocumented 
parents must fight to prove to universities 
they are residents of South Carolina.

Normally, for students to receive in-state 
tuition, scholarships and benefits in South 
Carolina, they must be in-state residents for 
12 months. Dependents are presumed to have 
the residency status of their parents. There are 
a few exceptions, but students fulfilling these 

By ARIEL GILREATH
agilreath@indexjournal.com

Students fight 
for in-state 
benefits from 
SC colleges

■  HIGHER EDUCATION

CONVERSE.EDU
CONVERSE COLLEGE

See BENEFITS, page 5A

RESURGENCE OF UPTOWN
Greenwood’s Uptown is experienc-

ing a resurgence, bringing new restau-
rants, shops and investment to the once 
industrial-centric hub, where trains 
used to barrel down the middle of Main 
Street.

 
What’s happened

The city continues to invest into new streetscapes 
and cornerstones in Uptown in an effort to promote 
growth.

City Manager Charlie Barrineau said the city is con-
tinuing to invest in Uptown  including adding more 

By COLIN RIDDLE
criddle@indexjournal.com

COLIN RIDDLE | INDEX-JOURNAL

The recently-renovated Textile Building in Uptown has three 
retail spaces and 15 luxury flats. Sugar Boutique and The 
Frilly Frog have already claimed two of the retail spaces 
located at 332 Main St.

COLIN RIDDLE | INDEX-JOURNAL

The Greenwood Building’s first floor is being renovated to offer 
a more than 2,000 square feet of retail space at the corner of 
Main Street and Maxwell Avenue, an area that has received major 
improvements to attract new investment.

Greenwood’s city center 
continues growing strong

See UPTOWN, page 5A

COLIN RIDDLE | INDEX-JOURNAL

The luxury flats at the Textile Building, 332 Main St., in Uptown will 
offer views of Main Street from about $250,000 to $300,000. The 
building has 15 flats, which will soon be available for purchase.
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requirements will generally 
receive in-state tuition.

A lawsuit was filed June 8 
on behalf of those students 
by the Southern Poverty Law 
Center and the S.C. Apple-
seed Legal Justice Center, 
which is suing the executive 
director and members of 
the Commission on Higher 
Education, in their official 
capacity, Glenn McCon-
nell, president of the Col-
lege of Charleston, and Mary 
Thornley, president of Tri-
dent Technical College. 

Michelle Lapointe,  an 
attorney on the case for 
SPLC, said the Commis-
sion on Higher Education 
regulates the policies that all 
higher education schools in 
South Carolina are required 
to follow.

“They’re bound by the 
rules set by the Commission 
on Higher Education, and 
not just the public colleges 
and universities, (but also) 
the private ones if they’re 
awarding the scholarships,” 
Lapointe said.

College of Charleston and 
Trident Technical College 
are two schools that classi-
fied the main plaintiffs in 
the lawsuit, Antonio Rojas 
Rodriguez and Alan Velas-
quez, as “non-residents” even 
though they were born in 
the United States and have 
lived in South Carolina for 
many years  denying them 
in-state tuition and scholar-
ships.

“ The only  di f ference 
between the plaintiffs and 
the students awarded in-state 
tuition, state merit scholar-
ships and need-based aid 
is that the plaintiffs cannot 
prove their parents are U.S. 
citizens or have certain spec-
ified immigration statuses,” 
the lawsuit stated.

Once the lawsuit was filed, 
Lapointe said the Commis-
sion on Higher Education 
issued a statement Oct. 1 
that only partially solves the 
problem.

The statement said the 
Commission’s policy says 
students are only “pre-
sumed” to have the same 
residency status as their 
parents or guardians and 
continued to say students 
could refute the “presump-
tion” by providing evidence 
that they are entitled to in-
state residency.

Unfortunately for many 
students, this does not 
require colleges to accept 
them as in-state residents.

“The residency deci-

sion reached by the college 
or university shall be final,” 
the statement went on to say. 
“There is no appeals process 
by which the Commission 
will review and reverse or 
modify the residency deci-
sion reached by the college 
or university.”

Lapointe said this clarifi-
cation by the Commission 
is only a short-term fix, and 
the SPLC will be looking for 
a long-term policy to provide 
a more permanent solution 
for the students.

“It’s basically telling the 
schools, ‘You have the flex-
ibility now to not do some-
thing that’s unconstitu-
tional;’ whereas before they 
were bound by the way the 
regulations read,” Lapointe 
said. “We would be looking 
for longer term relief that’s 
enforceable for students 
down the road, because this 
is just a policy that could be 
changed at any time.”

About 170 children of 
undocumented immigrants 
who were born in the U.S. 
will enroll in a college each 
year in South Carolina, 
Lapointe said, and South 
Carolina is the only state 
the SPLC knows of that is 
still treating students born 
in the U.S. to undocument-
ed immigrants as non-res-
idents.

 
Greenwood student 
affected by SC policy

The issue for Jacky was 
not in-state tuition since 
Converse is a private col-
lege, but the denial of her 
LIFE s cholarsh ip  and 
tuition grants, which meant 
she would not be able to 
afford it.

“I tried to gather the 
money, but there was just 
no way; so I was just going 
to have to forego college,” 
Jacky said. “I discussed it 
with my parents and after 
reaching out to all sorts of 
extended family trying to 
borrow money, and once I 
realized it wasn’t going to 
happen, I decided to just 
work and save up money.”

Fortunately for Jacky and 
one of the plaintiffs in the 
lawsuit, Cristal Carreno, 
Converse changed its policy 
after the lawsuit was filed to 
allow the students to prove 
their residency.

Since then, Jacky said she’s 
realized the struggle to prove 
she was born in South Car-
olina has made her see the 
world differently. 

The idea that she would 
b e  t re ate d  d i f fe re nt ly 
because of her parents’ 
residency never previously 
crossed her mind.

“I never took that into 
consideration because I 
didn’t think it would be a 
problem,” Jacky said. “I felt 
like I was being singled out 
for something that was out 
of my control.”

Lapointe said it is uncon-
stitutional for colleges to 
deny students benefits they 
should receive as U.S. citi-
zens, and in the case of Jacky 
and the plaintiffs, they were 
being denied those benefits 

because their parents would 
not qualify for them.

“They were just saying, 
‘You’re not eligible because 
your parent wouldn’t be eli-
gible on their own if they 
were, themselves, applying,’” 
Lapointe said.

Even though Jacky and 
Carreno were able to receive 
their  scholarships  and 
grants, Jacky said she wants 
to make sure every U.S. citi-
zen receives equal treatment.

“After finding out about 
my own situation, I kind of 
asked around to some of my 
peers, and I found out about 
other students who are going 
through the same prob-
lem, but for their parents’ 
safety, they’ve just decided 
to forego college and just 
go straight to work,” Jacky 
said. “The only way this can 
be fixed or made better is 
for the state to change their 
policy; even though Con-
verse has changed their own 
policy, it’s going to continue 
to happen in other schools.”

BENEFITS
Continued from 1A

benches, trees, flowers, paths and 
lights   to make it more appeal-
ing and bring more people to the 
Uptown area.

Uptown is among the largest 
tax bases in the county, Barrineau 
said, has infrastructure in place 
and plenty of room for growth.

“There’s no reason not to con-
tinue to build upon those success-
es,” Barrineau said.

Uptown’s resurgence started 
when local leaders raised $3.5 
million to renovate  the Federal 
Building, which now serves as the 
Arts and Visitors Center, and cre-
ate a cultural hub for Uptown.

The city used a matching 
grant from the state to improve 
the facades along Maxwell Ave-
nue and started investing in new 
streetscapes, including the next 
project at Magnolia and Riley 
avenues.

Those improvements led real 
estate developer and consultant 
Tim Burke to purchase the Textile 
Building at 332 Main St., the six-
story building next to Howard’s 
on Main, he is turning into retail 
space and luxury flats.

“I just thought it was the right 
timing with the city’s commit-
ment with the streetscapes and 
farmers market,” Burke said of his 
decision.

Maxwell and Oregon avenues 
will welcome the Uptown Market 
early next year with construction 
already underway, adding anoth-
er cornerstone to Uptown.

“You’re wanting to create a 
sense of place downtown where 
people want to be and invest,” 
Barrineau said. “You want to 
make it where investing, spending 
money in a building is not even 
questioned. All those amenities 
play a role in encouraging private 
investment.”

Uptown Manager Laura Ack-
erman said the cornerstones, 
along with the unique events, are 
bringing more people to Uptown.

“People are starting to see the 
big picture and joining in our 
effort,” she said. “Uptown Green-
wood is continually growing. 
More and more people are com-
ing to Uptown.”

Ackerman said the Uptown 
Greenwood Development Cor-
poration established a loan pool 
to help with initial investment, 
which usually comes with a lower 
interest rate than other financing 
options.

 
What’s happening

The Textile Building will offer 
15 luxury flats, which can be cus-
tomized to the owner’s liking  
“Anything you want,” Burke said.

Burke said the flats, which 
include the upper floors and the 
three units facing Main Street, will 
cost in the $250,000-$300,000 
range and should hit the market 
soon.

The building has three retail 
spaces on the first floor, with two 
spaces already filled. Sugar Bou-
tique moved from Waller Avenue 
and The Frilly Frog moved from 
the Barksdale Building, which 
is owned by Greenwood Mayor 
Welborn Adams, who is a  real 
estate lawyer.

VOILA! Bridal & Formal, 
currently at 207 Waller Ave., is 
moving into Barksdale, which is 
at the corner of Main Street and 
Waller,  to take The Frilly Frog’s 
location.

On the other side of Main 
Street, the Textile Building’s two 
bedroom, two-and-a-half bath 

flats overlook a recently renovated 
Howard’s, which will welcome a 
new neighbor at 322 Main St.  
Buenavista Cuban Cafe.

A block away at the corner of 
Main Street and Maxwell Avenue, 
renovations are underway on the 
Greenwood Building’s first floor 
for retail space, totaling a little 
more than 2,000 square feet.

On the other side of Uptown, 
another cornerstone was recently 
revived  the Inn on the Square 

 and is seeing some early success 
with booked meeting space and 
no vacancies during key week-
ends, such as Greenwood’s two 
festivals and golf tournaments.

 
What’s next

There are still vacant build-
ings Uptown waiting for new life, 
including properties along Main 
Street and Maxwell and Waller 
avenues.

The city purchased the vacant 
building next to The Museum, 
referred to as the Pals Building, 
in 2008 to protect the work that 
was underway at The Museum, 
Greenwood Community Theatre 
and Arts Center, Barrineau said. 
The Pals building and The Muse-
um share a wall.

The city is looking for the right 
tenant, but has no timetable for 
the building, Barrineau said, add-
ing that it could become a theater 
expansion or a new studio.

Two bank-affiliated proper-
ties sit empty near the city’s next 
streetscape project on Riley and 
Magnolia avenues  the old Bank 
of America building and the first 
floor of Countybank’s building 
next to the bank.

Countybank’s building next to 
the bank on the plaza sat empty 
along Court Avenue before being 
renovated to house the executive 
offices on the second floor a few 
years ago.

Bill Jenkins, vice president of 
marketing at Countybank, said 
they plan to use the first-floor 
space as the company continues 
to grow, however there are no 
immediate plans for development.

Near the courthouse, an office 
building at 120 Court was recent-
ly renovated in anticipation of 
potential growth in the area.

The SC Works Center’s for-
mer location off Monument 
Avenue is also available after the 
employment agency moved to the 
GLEAMNS Human Resources 
complex.

Ackerman said the UGDC’s 
goal is to continue to fill stores 
and market existing ones to bring 
people into the shops.

Efforts are also underway to 
promote what Ackerman calls a 
hidden charm in Waller Avenue, 
tucked off the main drag and fea-
turing historic brick streets. She 
said Christmas lights will be hung 
year round to draw people to that 
area of Uptown.

UPTOWN
Continued from 1A
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864-953-2220864-953-2220
metalgarageinc.com

• GARAGES  • BARNS  • RV & BOAT COVERS  • LEAN-TOs

• FREE INSTALLATION  • FINANCING AVAILABLE• FREE INSTALLATION  • FINANCING AVAILABLE 96527

Any Building Any Building 
Over $1,000Over $1,000  

before Taxesbefore Taxes

5%5% OFF OFF  

Good Thru 10-31-15

Shred &
E-Waste Day
Lowe’s Parking Lot

8 am - 1 pm

Saturday, October 24th
513 Bypass 72 NW - Greenwood, SC

864-941-5433

FREE PERSONAL
DOCUMENT/PAPER SHREDDING

Bring your old bills, confidential information and papers

for a professional shredding!)

E-waste Recycling Event
Acceptable materials include: Computers (and accessories),

TV’s, DVD players, VCR’s, Fax Machines, Copiers, Gaming

Systems, Phones, Microwaves, Stereo Equipment, and More.

***No refrigerators or items that contain Freon!***

ghs.org

Long-term weight loss isn’t about losing. It’s about gaining a new life.  
Let our dedicated team of bariatric surgeons—Luciano Fiszer, MD, and  
Edward Rapp II, MD—give you the high-quality care and surgical expertise  
you deserve, beginning right here in Greenwood. 

Our professional staff and practice are designated as a Comprehensive 
Center by the Metabolic and Bariatric Surgery Accreditation and Quality 
Improvement Program. We provide patients thorough pre-operative 
support and education, renowned weight-loss surgeons operating in a 
top-notch facility, and effective post-operative follow-up.  

Bariatric surgery often is appropriate for people with a body mass index 
above 35. Such surgery typically results in sustained, dramatic weight loss  
and significantly reduces obesity-related health issues, such as diabetes. 

FREE information session • 3rd Thurs. monthly, 6 p.m. • (864) 227-8932 

Please visit ghsbariatricsolutions.com to watch an informational video. 
You may enroll in the program at the information session or by watching 
the video. Medicare and Medicaid accepted!

GHS Premier Surgical Services
Tower Pointe Medical Center • Greenwood, SC 
(864) 227-8932 • ghsbariatricsolutions.com

For Krista Miller’s story, visit ghs.org/Krista.

15-21417448

Gain a New Life

Krista Miller
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MAJOR SPONSORS
Greenwood Eye Clinic, PA
Lion Tom Wood
In Memory of Judge Curtis G. Shaw
The Links at Stoney Point
Taylor Made

HOLE, TEAM CART & PRIZE SPONSORS
Action Sports
Y.J. Ahn
American Legion Post 20
Ballentine Ford Lincoln-Mercury Toyota
Jack Blanton
Blue Hampton
Blyth Funeral Home & Cremation Services
Maxine Bolton
The Bootery
Emmett Brooks
Capri’s Italian Restaurant
Carolina BBQ Shack
Richard M. Carter, MD
Chick-Fil-A Drive Thru
Corley’s Grocery & Grill
Countybanc Investment Services, Inc
Countybank
David A. Crotts & Associates Inc.
David Lindsey Clothiers
Broadus Davis

George Davis
Sheriff Tony Davis
Davis & Floyd, Inc.
Emerald City Chiropractic
Frank’s Car Wash
Tom Gordon
Greenwood Community Theatre
Dan Grubbs
Rich Guenther
Harley Funeral Home & Crematory
Hartfi eld’s Car Rentals
Buddy Hawkins
Health Related Services
Joe Hogan
Paul Holloway
In Memory of Finis Horne
Howard’s On Main
Jim Hull
John Ward Painting
Lakelands Dental Arts
Lander University Bearcats
Andrew Lloyd
Nick Logan
Terry Lyons
Tom Major
Mary Kay Cosmetics/Jeanne Hughston
Mary Kay Cosmetics/ Mabel Templeton
McCravy, Newlon & Sturkie Law Firm PA
McDonald’s

Thomas McNeill
Mig’s Pizza Castle
Michael Monaghan/CPW Commissioner
Senator Floyd Nicholson
Dr. Chip Oncken
Ken Orcutt
Park Sterling Bank
Tommy Pendley
Piedmont Technical College
Drs. Joe & Dianne Pitts
Pizza Inn
James Poore
Pro Cleaners of Greenwood
Quick Copies of Greenwood
Re/Max Action Realty, Inc.
Rush Heating & Cooling
Gary Russ Chevrolet-Cadillac Inc.
Mike Rutland
Signs by Chris
Skin’s Hot Dogs
South State Bank
Jack Stoehr
Jim Streevy
Bob & Mabel Templeton
TW Boone’s
UBS Financial Services
Wal-Mart Distribution Center #6014
Graham Widden
Rosemarie Zediak

would like to thank the following people and 
companies who contributed and helped in 
our Annual Golf Tournament benefi ting Lions 
Charities in support of sight conservation and 

assistance to the blind.

Greenwood Lions Club
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