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Ready for Anything

I’'M A BIG BELIEVER IN MURPHY’S LAW: Anything that can go wrong will go wrong. The
adage might sound pessimistic, but it’s a useful reminder of the importance of being proactive. You
know that, as planners, you must plan for the worst-case scenario. If you don’t then not only will
it happen, but you'll also be completely unprepared. In our Planning for Contingencies feature on
page 26, we talk to experts who live by Murphy’s law.

Back in August, the editorial team had the pleasure of attending ILEA Live 2019. We sat in on the
inspiring opening panel on Cultivating Creativity, partied at First Avenue, and wandered through
the seven events at the Walker Art Center for the Esprit Awards Gala. The entire event left us in awe
of the talent in Minnesota’s event industry. To quote Ryan Hanson, who helped produce the Esprit
Awards: Gala “In Minnesota, we don’t give ourselves enough credit. We do some amazing work
here and we don’t take enough time to acknowledge it, so this was a time to celebrate and really
show what we’re capable of.” To see how creative event professionals can get when they’re planning
for their peers, flip to page 33.

International events like ILEA Live 2019 show planners what is capable here, helping to boost
Minneapolis’ reputation as a desirable place for meetings and events. And Minneapolis continues
to catch eyes, with CWT Meetings & Events’ 2020 Future Trends Report naming it one of the
up-and-coming cities. Beau Ballin, CWT’s vice president of business development, writes that
“Minneapolis outperforms its peers, including Kansas City, Denver, Indianapolis and Charlotte
when it comes to tourist attractions and hospitality.” Read more on page 13.

‘We head down to Red Wing for this issue’s Destination (page 20), round up some of the area’s
best food and beverage suppliers on wheels in Meeting Notes (starting on page 10), and relay the
latest in people, hotel and venue news in Regional News (starting on page 42).
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Find, Friend, Follow
Find us online at mn.meetingsmags.com, and make sure to “like” us on Facebook, and follow us
on Twitter, Pinterest and Instagram to stay in the loop between issues.
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