
 
 
Coverage of the estate gift of Richard Smith 
Michelle Strickland 
February 2022 
KU Endowment and the Wichita State Foundation 
 
Press release:  
https://kuendowment.org/news-articles/estate-gift-from-ku-alumnus-will-fund-5-5-million-in-
scholarships/ 
 
The gift benefited two universities, the University of Kansas and Wichita State University. The 
Wichita State Foundation held a press conference in Wichita that was attended by the leaders 
of both universities.  
 
The conference received coverage on local television and radio stations in Wichita, and the 
Lawrence newspaper also ran the story. The Associated Press picked it up, which landed it 
online in newspapers across the country.  
 
Radio:  
KMUW (NPR affiliate) 
$11 million gift will provide scholarships at WSU, KU 
  
KNSS 
Wichita State, KU split scholarship gift 
 
KFDI 
WSU, KU Announce Full-Ride Scholarship Funding from Richard "Dick” Smith Estate 
  
Television: 
KWCH 
Wichita State, KU receive estate gift to fund $11 million in scholarships 
  
 
Print:  
Emporia Gazette 
Wichita State, Kansas split $11 million scholarship gift 
  
Wichita Business Journal 
Range Oil Co. founder's estate gives $11 million for WSU, KU scholarships 
 
The Wichita Eagle 
Longtime Wichita resident leaves $11 million to WSU, KU for full-ride scholarships 
  

https://kuendowment.org/news-articles/estate-gift-from-ku-alumnus-will-fund-5-5-million-in-scholarships/
https://kuendowment.org/news-articles/estate-gift-from-ku-alumnus-will-fund-5-5-million-in-scholarships/
https://www.kmuw.org/2022-02-09/11-million-gift-will-provide-scholarships-at-wsu-ku
https://www.audacy.com/knss/news/local/wichita-state-ku-split-scholarship-gift
https://www.kfdi.com/2022/02/10/wsu-ku-announce-full-ride-scholarship-funding-from-richard-dick-smith-estate/
https://www.kwch.com/2022/02/10/wichita-state-ku-receive-estate-gift-fund-11-million-scholarships/
http://www.emporiagazette.com/news/state/article_706bf87a-f546-589e-b077-aef19384794d.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/wichita/news/2022/02/09/rangeoil-estate-wsukuscholarships.html
https://www.kansas.com/news/local/article258220063.html


 
 
 
Lawrence Journal-World 
Estate of Wichita oil magnate gives $11 million in scholarships to KU, Wichita State 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Online:  
Associated Press 
Wichita State, Kansas split $11 million scholarship gift 
 
The AP pickup resulted in the story showing up online in several cities, from Seattle to San 
Antonio.  
 
KU’s social media manager also featured in on Facebook and Twitter.  
 

https://www2.ljworld.com/news/ku/2022/feb/09/estate-of-wichita-oil-magnate-gives-11-million-in-scholarships-to-ku-wichita-state/
https://apnews.com/article/wichita-state-university-university-of-kansas-kansas-wichita-scholarships-bf23f797c755a84949ec052d23b2807a


 

 


