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Native American artist Edgar Heap of Birds gave a gift that resulted in the naming of the gallery 
in the Department of Visual Art at the University of Kansas. Heap of Birds is a well-known artist 
nationally and internationally.  
 
(Media Advisory included after clips) 
 
The event was covered in both Lawrence newspapers, both before the event and after. 
 
Lawrence Times 1-28-2022 
https://lawrencekstimes.com/2022/01/28/heap-of-birds-gallery-opening/ 
  
Lawrence Times 1-29-2022 
https://lawrencekstimes.com/2022/01/29/photos-indigenous-space-exhibit-opens/ 
  
 

https://lawrencekstimes.com/2022/01/28/heap-of-birds-gallery-opening/
https://lawrencekstimes.com/2022/01/29/photos-indigenous-space-exhibit-opens/








 
 

**Media Advisory and Photo Opportunity** 

Saturday, Jan. 29, 2022 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: 

Michelle Keller/785-832-7336/ mkeller@kuendowment.org 

Michelle Strickland/785-832-7363/ mstrickland@kuendowment.org 

 

 

Dedication at KU gallery space features inaugural exhibit, 

program 
 

LAWRENCE, Kansas — KU Endowment and the University of Kansas Department of Visual Arts are 

sponsoring an inaugural exhibit, “Indigenous Space” featuring Edgar Heap of Birds and Norman Akers, 

associate professor of visual art at KU. The program is celebrating the naming of the Edgar Heap of Birds 

Family Gallery, which was made possible with a private gift through KU Endowment.  

 

• Who: Artists Edgar Heap of Birds and Norman Akers 

• What: “Indigenous Space” is the inaugural exhibit at the Edgar Heap of Birds Family Gallery. A 

program featuring Native American songs and a blessing will celebrate the newly named gallery 

space, with remarks from guests Chancellor Douglas Girod and Distinguished Professor Robert 

Warrior. 

• When: 3-4:30 p.m., Saturday, Jan. 29 

• Where: Chalmers Hall, Room 300, 1467 Jayhawk Blvd., Lawrence, Kansas, 66045 

• Why: This inaugural exhibit will showcase works by the eponymous artist and fellow artist Akers. 

The gallery will be the site of a planned annual series of exhibits highlighting Native American 

art, giving KU students and faculty the opportunity to explore and share ideas and inspiration from 

an indigenous outlook.  

• Artist interviews: The artists will be available to the press at 2:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 29, at the 

gallery.  

 

About the artists 

Edgar Heap of Birds 

Edgar Heap of Birds was born in Wichita, Kansas. A member of the Cheyenne and Arapaho Nations, he 

currently resides in Oklahoma City. He has a BFA from KU and completed graduate studies at the Royal 

College of Art in London. He holds an MFA from Tyler School of Art and Architecture at Temple 

University in Philadelphia as well as several honorary doctorates.  
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His artworks include multi-disciplinary forms of public art messages, large scale drawings, Neuf Series 

acrylic paintings, prints, works in glass and monumental porcelain enamel on steel outdoor sculpture. His 

artwork is in the collections of the Museum of Modern Art, Whitney Museum of American Art and 

Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York. Visit eheapofbirds.com for more.  

 

Norman Akers 

Norman Akers was born and raised in Fairfax, Oklahoma. He is a citizen of the Osage Nation from 

Grayhorse District. He received a BFA in painting from the Kansas City Art Institute and a certificate in 

museum studies from the Institute of American Indian Arts. He received an MFA from the University of 

Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. 

 

His artworks are in several collections including the Gilcrease Museum, Tulsa, Oklahoma; Nelson Atkins 

Museum of Art, Kansas City, Missouri; Spencer Museum of Art, Lawrence, Kansas; Minneapolis 

Institute of Art, Minneapolis, Minnesota; and the Eiteljorg Museum, Indianapolis, Indiana. He joined the 

faculty in the KU Department of Visual Art in 2009. Visit normanakers.com for more.  

 

### 

 

KU Endowment is the independent, nonprofit organization serving as the official fundraising and fund-

management organization for KU. Founded in 1891, KU Endowment was the first foundation of its kind 

at a U.S. public university. 

 

http://www.eheapofbirds.com/
http://www.normanakers.com/

