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| Szoka lives by hard
rules: “The whole thing
that inspires my life is
our Lord Jesus Christ,”
he says. ‘I have to be
like Him. The priests didn’t like
Him, and there were times when
even somie people turned away
from Him.”

HROUGH
“*NEEDLE
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rchbishop Edmund
Szoka lives beyond the
call of duty. He says his
prayers on his knees,
celebrates mass daily|
even on Caribbean va-|
cations, on Fridays still
eatsnomeat and during
Lent gives up movies
and his evening popcarn|
— simple pleasures since his youth.

In his life he is proudest of this; that he|
upholds the rules of the Catholic Church to|
the letter, that he never doubts them, and|
that he is unafraid to enforce them, He will
have nothing of which to be ashamed when|
the pape spends the night at the archbishop's|
home this week, sleeping on a new mattress
Szoka bought just for His Holiness.

The pope’s visit to Szoka's turf will be the|
pinnacle of the archbishop's life, a blessed
event he has been negotiating and praying for |
since 1984. Yet Szoka says he’s worried|
about only one thing: the weather,

It is safe to predict they will have no|
arguments: They believe exactly the same |
things, at least about the church, When they |
converse, it is usually in Polish, the language |
both learned as boys growing up in Polish|
households. If Szoka were suddenly to dis-
cover over breakfast a new nuance in the)
pope's thinking, he would immediately bring |
his own thoughts in line,

Heis, above all, a good general: Joyal to his |
superiors (and there are only two, God in His |
heavenand the pope on earth) and inspired by |
analmost military zeal. Itisalmost ashard for |
the average non-Catholic to appreciate his|
rigid devotion to the church and its precepts|
asitisforacamel topassthrough the eyeof a |

needle,

Szoka's job, in these troubled times, is to|
keep a sometimes headstrong crew of 821 |
Detroit-area priests in line, and to inspire to|
obedience, devotion and financial generosity
another 1.5 million Catholics who, in large
part, would rather make up their own minds |
and their own rules,

Ask Szoka if running General Motors Corp. |
would be easier, and he laughs heartily.
“Without any question!” he says, rocking |
softly in an easy chair in a front parlor of his |
home, “GM is a business, and you got people |
in exscutive positions whose job is dependent |
on their performance. If they don't perform, |
they’re gone. |

“You can't fire a priest,” he says, raising |
his eyebraws and smiling enough to let you
know that he sometimes wishes he could. |
“Can you imagine Roger Smith making an |
important decision and all of his middle-man- |
agement people criticizing him?”’ At least, |
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Szoka says, they wouldn't do
it in public, as some of his
priests have done.

Public criticism makes him
angry, especially when he
thinks it isn’t fair. On the day
of a recent 4'%-hour inter-
view, he was worked up over
a short article that appeared
in the previous day’s Free
Press, It quoted a few parish-
ioners from St. Andrew'’s
Church in Detroit, complain-
ing that their school was be-
ing closed while so much
money was being spent on the
papal visit. It was the second
article to appear about the St.
Andrew’s situationin as many
months. Szoka had had
enough,

He began to rant. Those
who know him say he be-
comes Joud and aggressive
when he feels personally at-
tacked, or when the church is
being besrirched. He jabs his
right index finger toward his
listener like a sword; he has
been known to poke priestsin
thechest with the same point-
ed finger so hard that it hurts.

“Tt's ome school,” he ex-
claimed, “and it’s fhree peo-
ple in one parish. And yester-
day was the second time the
Free Press published practi-
cally the identical story.
They’re beating that story to
death!"

Over the last five years, he
guesses he has poured a half
million dollars into the school
— loans, “but I don't know if
we'll ever get it paid
back. ... Even if the pope's
visit — I don’t know what it'll
cost — but even if it's two
million, we've put one-fourth
of that into one school! And
they never mention that! Ab-
solutely unfair]"”

Then he starts in on the
parishioners. “I'm really dis-

turbed when a few people like |

that give us such bad publici-
ty. After a while, why should
we just sit back and let 'em
keep kicking us?

'Sol asked (my staff) today

... to look up those women
who are doing all the yapping
publicly, to look up and see
what they’ve given to our
CSA (Catholic Services Ap-
peal, the annual fund-raising
drive for the archdiocese)
over the last couple years,
what they've personally giv-
en, OK?

“I'm not saying I'm
use that (publicly), but I'd like
to know that.”

He’d like to know, he says,
because "talk is cheap,” and
he suspects that the women
may not have given much to
the CSA, which is separate
from contributions Catholics
are expected to make weekly
totheir own parishes, *'Some-
times,” he says, “these peo-
ple who do all the talking are
people wlho do the least sup-
porting.’

n his six years as arch-

bishop of Detroit, Szoka

has each year raised at
least four times more money
— millions of dallars more —
than any bishop who preced-
ed him. He also has raised
more controversy and, some
say, more ill will.

Only months after he ar-
rived, a Sister of Mercy
named Agnes Mansour took a
job as head of the Michigan
Department of Sacial Ser-
vices, which, among other
things, administers abortions
for poor women. He waffled,
or seemed to: At first he
thought it was OK, then it
wasn't, then she’d have tore-
sign, then she wouldn’t if
she'd only speak out against
Medicaid abortions. Rome in-
tervened; she kept the job but
left the sisterhood.

In that same year, he re-
movedthe Rev, Anthony Kos-
nick, a theologian, from a
teaching job at an Orchard
Lake seminary after Kosnick
wrote a book about human
sexuality that the Vatican
thought went too far. Kosnick

| became a professor at Mary-

grove College.

Two years later, in 1984,
he suspended a young priest
who insisted on attendi %the
Democratic National Con-
vention as a delegate, Szoka
had a right to do so, under
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church law requiring a bish-
op's permission for any cleric
to hold a political office, even
for just a few days. But other
bishops have granted that
permission, including Arch-
bishop John Roach of Minne-
apolis, who in the same year
allowed a St. Paul priest to be
a delegate,

Last fall, Szoka alienated
many priests and Catholic lay
people by abolishing general
absolution, a form of group
confession favored in subur-
bia. There, a new generation
of Cathalics had come to think
of the old way of whispering
their sinsinadark confession-
al as akin to visiting the den-
tist. So, many didn't go, until
in the late 1970s a new form
of the sacrament was made
available whereby everyone
with sins gathered in church
for same readings, a homily, a
few minutes of silence to re-
cite their sins to themselves
and a group absolution from
the priest up front.

Not only did many Catholic
lay people find Szoka's ban
unpalatable — other dioceses
in the nation still allow gener-
al absalution under some cir-
cumstances — but the way
he did it left a bad taste, too.
Szoka called a day-long meet-
ing of all priests to discuss the
issue, but it was apparent
from the start he'd already
made up his mind; every ex-
pert invited by Szoka to speak
favored the ban,

“It was an ambush,” said
one priest who asked that his
name not be used. Szoka
hadn't consulted them and
then, they said, misled them
into thinking they would have
a say. Many finally did, stand-
ing up at the end of the long
day to protest the decision
and the process in an angry
free-for-all,

“It was like a meeting in a
union hall,"” Szoka now says
ruefully, He admits he ought
to have consulted them, yet
he makes it clear that they
wouldn't have changed his

mind, Rules are rules.

“It was the decision with
the most far-reaching ef-
fects,” says the Rev. Kevin
O'Brien, pastor of Holy Fam-
ily Church in Novi and a for-
mer classmate of Szoka's,
“Morale was hurt. It divided
the diocese. The people knew
how many priests talked
about it, then they began to
question authority, question
everything. This one had
such public effects, and some

priests went ahead and did |

their own thing anyway."

Many priests and lay peo-
ple protested, writing letters
to Szoka. Some never got an
answer.

The result of such episodes
is a dispirited clergy, by the
accounts of dozens of priests
interviewed for this profile.
Many asked that they not be
quoted by name. Some said
they were afraid of Szoka.
Others did not want to seem
as if they they were standing
in public with a chisel, brazen-
lychipping away at the church
they love. Still others de-
clined to be interviewed.

According to a mail survey
conducted by Gallup and com-
missioned by the Free Press,
archdiocesan priests were
asked to rate Szoka’s overall
effectiveness using standard
letter grades. Of the 345 who
responded, 32.8 percent
gave the archbishop either an
A or a B, 33.9 percent gave
him a C, and 29.5 percent
gavehimaDoranF. Onsome
specific issues, half the re-
spondents gave him high
marks on his commitment to
the poor and to education, but
more than half gave him low
marks on women's issues.
Two-thirds said general abso-
lution ought to be allowed.

Said the mother superior of
a large religious order, who
asked that her name not be
used: “If there's a theme I
hear from our ownsisters, it's
a growing concern ‘with the
morale of the priests. There’s
a kind of malaise, which can
be very unhealthy for every-
body concerned.”

“The biggest problem is
the authoritarianism,” said
O'Brien. “We're not used to
it,and I don't think we want to
buy it back."

zoka is dismayed that
some priests criticize
him, even disiike him,
for being the good general he
feels compelled to be.

“What | have to do is in
faith fulfill my responsibil-
ities, whether I'm gonna be
liked or disliked,” he says. In
a short soliloquy, delivered in

Szoka meets the press in May 1982 after a month-long hospital stay.

a milk-and-honey cadence, he
captures his own calling: “I'm

not giving you a homily, but

the whole thing that inspires
my life is our Lord Jesus
Christ, I have to be like Him.
And He gave some hard
sayings. The priests didn’t
like Him, and there were
times when even some people
turned away from Him. When

He fed the people in the de-
sert with the loaves and the
fishes, He said, ‘I will give you
another bread which will be
my body, and my blood to
drink.’

"“And if you remember the
gospel, a lot of the people got
to murmuring and they start-
leu('im ?alldng away, They left




"“He didn't call 'em back
and say, 'Now, wait a minute,
you know, let's dialogue
about this. You misunder-
stood me.” He didn't do that.
Infact, He tumed to the apos-
ties and He said, “You wanna
go, too?’

""He didn't back down on
doctrine. And that's when the
apostles said, ‘Lord, to whom
should we go? You have the
words of eternal life.”

“They didn’t leave.”

Szoka smiles, his point
made, then adds a second
thought that he finds person-
ally reassuring: “But even
with His apostles, His closest
associates, He had all kinds of
problems with them."

One must understand
these things about the Catho-
lic Church:

It has never believed in de-
mocracy. It takes its direc-
tions fram the teaching of Je-
sus Christ, and Henever taok
a vote before making pro-
nouncements. The pope is Je-
sus’ spokesman on earth, ac-
cording to church doctrine,
and traditionalists believe he
owes nothing — not even at-
tention — to the opinians of
the masses in interpreting
doctrine,

Throughout church histo-
ry there have been doubters,
dissenters, challengers of old
ways of thinking. In the past,
dissent was done rather ..
reverently. One would never
criticize one s bishop or, God
forbid, one’s pope in public.

But times change. For the
past 20 years American Cath-
olics, empowered by the lib-
eralizing elements of Vatican
II, have been asking ‘‘why?"
to a Catholic hierarchy that,
like a weary parent, responds
“because.” Those Catholics
have been speaking out, not
only to the press and to poll-
sters, but in their behavior. A
wide majority of American
Catholics practice artificial
birth control and/or consider
it a morally correct option; a
wide majority do not think
premarital sex is immoral,

About such opinion sur-
veys, Szoka is dubious.
“There's alot of mythalogy in
this,” he says of the polls,
adding that “sometimes I
think they're out to prove a

point before they start.”

Most “‘church-going Cath-
olics in the pew,” he says,
accept the church's teach-
ings. But, he concedes, “liv-
ing up to it is a different
thing. . K, birth con-
trolis a problem for some of
them. We're not denying
Caot]]mlics practice birth con-
trol.

“But that isn't to say they
deny the church's -right to
teach this, or they say the
church is wrong, ... I think
theproofxsthatn(thgube-
havior) still bothers their con-

sciences,”

n the public eye, Szoka is

a personable man, popu-

lar withlay Catholics, one
who likes to hear a funny
story and loves to tell one.

He is small in stature; his

high forehead and ear-to-ear
smile make him resemble, of
all people, the late comedian
George Jessel. He looks like
the kind of guy who wants to
be your pal, and wants you to
be his,
His weekly column in the
diocesan newspaper, the
Michigan Catholic, opens
with the words “My Dear
Friends’' and closes with
“God Bless You.” It i3 ram-
bling and homespun. A few
columns are almost homilies,
but most are personal ac-
ocounts of such things as how
he quit smoling (10 cigarets
the first day, nine the next,
etc; he hasn't had a puff since
Ausust 1977) or a Christmas
shopping trip to a mall, where
a beautician who recognizes
him wants to shake his hand
but can't because her own
hands are greasy with hair
goo,

"Prayer is like food,” he
wrote in one column. “‘We
can't live without it,” Later,
he would say of his daily hour
or more of prayer: “‘A bishop
has a very heavy respomsibil-
ity to pray, to pray a great
deal, I sometimes think the
time that I spend praying
helps the people more than
someof the activities T haveto
go through.”

He sees his column as one
way to inspire Catholics to a
richer spirtual life, in part by

The word ‘control’ has a bad

connotation,

" says Szoka. “T would

rather say that I like fo stay on top of
things and I like to see that thmgs are
in order. I think that’s my j

his own example of admitting
failures but never succumb-
ing to despair, “It’s like a let-
ter [ might write to one of my
friends . . . just a simple let-
ter,” he says of the column,
which he writes in Jonghand
onawhite lined pad, “There’s
no attempt to be literary or
profound.”

Says Michigan Catholic
editor Margaret Cronyn:
“People write in and say they
feel he's writing to them."

Some in the archdiocese,
however, say the column is
too self<centered and at times
embarrassing. One passage
mentioned by several priests
and lay peaple as particularly
discomforting is from a col-
umn Szoka wrote in May
1985 about his visit toa Cath-
olic mission in Recife, Brazil:
“Even though the people are
0 poor and running water is
simply not available in many
parts of the .., parish, the
me are remarkably clean.

ir clothes are clean and
they are clean. Even in the
crowded little house that
night of the mass, there were
no offensive odors."

Peaple who know him well
say heisat his best, and happi-
est, having coffee and dougb-
nutsafter mass with
parishes he visits. He laughs
easily, and while the conver-
sations are rarely deep, he
finds them enriching.

His style is a striking con-
trast to the more reserved,
more regal manner of his

T.

“I sat next to Cardinal
Dearden at meetings I helped
chair for over a year, and he

the Rev, E4 m
says v, of
Shrine of the Little Flower in
Royal Oak. “The archbishop
will remember you the next
time he sees you; I've seen

him do that with people in the
parishes. . . .

“If Dearden had the gre-
garious qualities of Szaka,
he'd already be canonized,"”

“Many people perceived
Dearda\ as aloof and lofty,"”
says the Rev, Joe Tobin, pas-
tor of Holy Redeemer Parish
in Detroit. ''His homilies
were theological master-
pieces, but unless you were
interested in theology, you
might say, ‘So what?" A lot of
people perceive Szoka as
much more warm and open.,

“If Dearden wasa very fine
chablis, Szoka is dago red.”

Even out of town last win-
ter, the archbishop’s more
Open manner was apparent
when he gave his favorite ro-
sary, one with special links
between the beads that won't
break even with heavy use, to
a New York City cabbie who
asked if he had one on him. “I
kinda hated to part with it,”
he admits, but he gave it to
the cabbie with a classic
Szoka exhortion: “‘As long as
you promise to use it.”

zoka's critics are
those who would rath-
er see a Vatican II-
style visionary in that office
than the financial dynamo and
policeran Szoka is, They call
him an autocrat of the old
style, a man who makes his
own decisions in a Catholic
Church that for a couple of
decades had encouraged cal-
legiality — not democracy,
but open discussion. Priests
saythat, while he meets regu-
larly with advisory oups he
does not listen to
“For him," saysmwveler-
an priest, ‘‘consultation is just
a process by which, if people
agree with you, you can use
them to back up your ded-
sion, and if they don't, youcan

run right over them.”

Szoka disagrees: “If you
don't do what they want you
to do, then they say you don't
listen,”

"' don't think he minds be-
ing confronted,’” says the
Rev. Gerald Martin, rector of
Sacred Heart Seminary and a
friend of Szoka's. “But he's
not gonna back down. Stub-
born is a word, | suppose, but
forceful is mare diplomatic.”

It is an inside standing joke
in the archdiocese that Szoka
i3 80 convinced of his absolute
authority that he repeatedly
uses the phrase: “I am your
archbishop.” Some priests
have edited his annual Lenten
and Advent taped messages,
played in all the parishes, so
the final tape is a litany they
play for their own amuse-
meat: I am your archbishop
.. .Jamyour archbishap. . .I
am your archbishop.”

According to his critics and
his friends, Szoka values con-
trol over vision and experi-
mentation. “l don’t know
what his vision for the church
in Detraoitis; [don"t know that
anyone does,” says Blanche
Barber, who retired in Octo-
ber as a department head af-
ter 17 years working for the
archdiocese.

““The word ‘control' has a
bad connotation,” says Szoka.
“I would rather say that I like
to stay on top of things and I
like to see that things are in
order. I think that's my job."

But keeping order also
means thatno rule is too small
for him to take seriously, and
there are no exceptions.

He will not allow female
altar servers at masses he
celebrates, That means, for
example, that at the funeral of
the beloved Detroit Msgr.
Clement Kern in 1983, two
nuns whowarked closely with
Kern and who were sched-
uled toserveat the altar were
replaced at the last minute
with men.

For another example,
Szoka says he would never
suggest to a hypothetical 17-
year-old he knew was plan-
ning to have premarital sex
that the teenager use a con-
dom to avoid AIDS. In a Feb-
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ruary column, he wrote that
AIDS “is spread precisely be-
cause people were engagedin
sinful sexual activity,” That
even a single sexual sin could
have a fatal outcome is not
| enough reason to ignore the
| church’s ban on artificial con-
traception, he wrote. “Asinis
a sin, and sin is bound to have
serious, harmful and evil ef-
fects."

, One suburban priest com-
| pared Szoka to an IRS agent
| who, woe to the taxpayer,
sticks to the exact letter of
the tax law. But, he added, “A
lot of lay Cathalics think thisis
§reat Did you watch Oliver

rth? You know that kind of
mentality — charge up the
hill! Give me the flag!"”

“We support him totally,”
said Manlyn Lundy, presi-
dent of the League of Catholic
Women, which operates so-
cial service agenciesindepen-
dent of the archdiacese.
“He's a fine man, Sometimes
it's difficult to come in after
you've had a rather dominant
figure like Cardinal Dear-
den. ... He's done a great
job of gradually moving into
his style without upsetting
too many people.”

In the recent Gallup poll,
almost 60 percent of lay Cath-
olics surveyed gave Szoka
high marks, although only a
third were pleased with his
views on women's issues,
Three-quarters disagreed
with him on general absolu-
tion, saying it ought to be
allowed.

Without exception, parish
priests say it matters little
who sits in the archbishop’s
chair, that they perform their
daily duties and minister to
their people with little
thought of him. They are,
they say, more independent
than most falks think.

“It doesn’t inhibit you,"
said one, of Szoka's manage-
ment style. “'But you lose
something. It's a loss rather

thanan evil —that there isn't
a drawing together, and a
drawing forth of energies and
talents that could make the
whole diocese more active,
more energetic, more alive,”
Instead, this priest said, “It
tends to break down to 348
separate parishes. There is
no common vision drawing
people together."

Others shrug and figure
greatness comes slowly. Says
the Rev. Frank Skalski of St.
Hyacinth's in Detroit: “Dear-
den knew how to handle
things without showing his
force, Szoka, too, is going to
develop, but it takes time,
You don't just make a great
man by putting him in the
oven and turning the heat
up.n

dmund Casimir Szoka,

a poor boy, grew up in

the "30s in Muskegon
in a Catholic Church of in-
cense and Latin and mystery
and rules of self-denial,

To receive Holy Commu-
nion with a clean heart on
Sunday morning, one had to
fast from midnight on, with-
out even water. During Lent,
good Catholics ate nomeat on
Wednesdays or Fridays, no
more than one full meal any
day except Sunday, little but-
ter, little cream, no smacks
between meals. Movies and
weddings were taboo.

“We had many detailed
rules,” Szoka wrote recently
in his column. "I sort of miss
those days.”

His first Holy Communion
photo shows him with the
same direct gaze he has now,
his high forehead, his thin
hair, as now, combed back.
He attended St. Michael’s
School in a Polish parish,
learning his Jessons in both
English and Polish.

His family was so poor, he
wroteinone column, “Inever
knew what a steak was.”’ His
mother, Mary, raised chick-
ens and vegetables in the
yard, got lard and flour froma
social welfare agency, said

the rosary three times a day, |

loved togo to parties and was,
by all accounts, a loving, gen-
erous woman, She insisted af-
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THROUGH
THE EYE
OF A NEEDLE

ter hx}s:;fgmabon on calling him “Fa-

The last line of a Mother's Day
column he wrote about her in 1984
read: “Iloved her when she was alive
and I love her now. She wasn't per-
fect. She was my mother.”

His father, Casimir, immigrated to
America from Paland when he was 17
and worked for a time unloading coal
from railroad cars, He became a fin-
isher of fine furniture. Szoka de-
scribed him in a Father’s Day column
as “‘a quiet man, undemonstrative,”
who found out he had lung cancer just
11 days before he died.

The last line of that column: ""He
died very peacefully at the age of 65, a
quiet, dedicated man who said his
girlzli:'?.rs. worked hard and paid his

During 4% hours of conversationin
his home, and another hour and a half
of phone interviews later, the only
topic Szoka would not discuss was his
parents’ divorce when he was 2%, “If
[ weren't archbishop, nobody would
even care,” he said.

His mother, who filed for the di-
vorce, continued to live in Muskegon,
working in a laundry, caring for Eddie
and his older half-sister, Irene, whose
mother — Casimir’s first wife — died
when she was about four. Their father
lived in Grand Rapids and both chil-
dren say they remained close to him.

Friends believe the divorce proba-
bly made it difficult for Szoka to enter
the seminary and required that he be
ordained outside his own diocese, in
Marquette.

“The church in those days was so
ridiculous over absolutely insignifi-
cant things,”" said his friend and fellow
seminarian Bill Zuidema,

Eddie Szoka was an altar boy and,
like other Catholic boys of that era,
fantasized about the priesthood. His
calling was irregular, however, until
in the eighth grade his pastor took a
few boys to St. Joseph's Seminary in
Grand Rapids for a field day of track
and other sports events,

“l m't tell you how impressed I

" he recounted in a column, "I
had tlwughto&thesemumryasavery
solemn place where the seminarians
spent the whole day praying and
studying. In fact, I guess I thought
mostly praying. How pleasantly sur-
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healthy boys engaged in track events,
running around, oompetmgandhav— & ”rJ -J"'J
ing a lot of fun just like any normal Ea

group of people.”

That same evening he tald his . i .‘
mother he was entering the semi- ; . ;
nary; he did, in September 1942, 3 ( HI'”I "M

“I was the wild one, he was the , AR IS
tame one,” said Zuidema. They were i e
anodd duo: one Dutch, one Polish; one : ARESTRLAS LI
a jock, one a brain; one jolly, one ' \ g
reserved. “Come on, Eddie! Get with
it,"” friends remember Zuidema chid-
ing his buddy.

“He played the accordion, played at
dances, and he was a great singer,”
Zuidema remembers. ‘'He and I used
to harmonize a lot. We'd sing all the
old stuff: ‘Whenyouworea fgmbtg
yellow tulip.” All those songs
in the ’20s, we sang 'em in the '40s.”

In 1947, the pair drove a 1937
Studebaker with four bad tires and
five bad spares to Miami and New
Orleans and back. They drove the
Studebaker triumphantly into the
seminary yard after the trip, where it
immediately came coughing to a stap,
never to start again.

Both boys worked summers, start-
ing “the first day we got home, work-
ing until the day we went back to
schaoal and making enough money for
the next year,” said Zuidema. Szoka
worked one summer at the laundry
where his mother earmed a modest
living. His job was picking up bags of
dirty laundry and tossing them into
the back of a truck he drove around
town. He also took construction jobs
because, he says now, “they were the
hardest physically, but they paid the

most money."

£B5] ‘| mGumidog/sSINg I 1104130

“We were great pinochle players,
EdziuandI,” says Zuidema, referring
to thzoka by his Pogih nic;({name, | t
which is pronounced Ed-ju. “He was Go" ﬂ‘ d
an outstanding, super-loyal friend, al- u s. teStlng me 0
ways. And we had great times togeth- | \'
er'll

They would remain close for 11 : .
years through the seminary, until | ‘ ALL BRAND STYLES ABOYE ARE 100mm,
they were about 26 and ordination , : Campeive b leves izecs b the Jon '35 FIC Repert ¢ F1C e,
splijtr them up. The Rev. Ed Szoka SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Smoking Em.lut:ﬁ.‘m;'u‘mmlmns.mmséﬂl\'ct

tats i FRTES, WENEHOL 1 g, a7 (L1 g, semone, au.pes cgreti, F1C

mm,ﬁﬁgﬁ%mﬁgmt By Pragnant Women May Result in F'atal [ NG sl oy P ek AT
St. Joseph's Seminary, then went into Injury, Premature Birth, And Low Birth Waight. . SO S PR VOTHOL 3 "4 0375
social work, then was sent overseas ™ >tk G
as 3 Green Beret chaplain, prit

When Zuidema left the priesthoad
Hiend Bl W slvaps believed
you €'t baieve 100 peceeat, you X\ 1967 Detroit Free Press Sunday, October 18
gotta leave, So I left.” He laughs. =
“But now the church isn't the same : Dna

100 percent it used to be.” When

=
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Szaka was named archbishop
of Detroit, Zuidema wrote to
congratulate him, “‘He wrote
me a beautiful letter
back. ... He told me I was
fully accepted, and that I was
his friend forever, no prob-
lem."

Another former priest,
James Kavanaugh, remem-
bers Eddie Szoka as 'kind of a
wounded rabbit.”” Kavan-
augh, who left the priesthood
after writing “A Modern
Priest Looks at His Qutdated
Church,” has become a clini-
cal psychologist and has writ-
ten several novels about the
church, including one called
A Coward for Them All,” in
which Ed Szoka is the rough
madel for a character named
Skorski, “a kind of hand-up
sort of guy: ‘I know the an-
swer! Please love me cuz I'm
M.l L1

Recalled Kavanaugh: “He
was real skinny, and in my
memories of him he was al-
ways shivering. He probably
weighed about 130 pounds
wringing wet, and we had to
spend so much time outside
for our health every day, I can
see him shivering and his
body all wrapped around it-
self, and sneezing and cough-
ing md wheezing,

“Hehad a nice laugh. abig
hearty belly laugh which kind
of belied his physical be-
ing, ...,Hehadagood heart.
And he tried hard to be one of
the boys. I always had the
impression he was standing
outside the circleand wanting
to get in.

“You gotta admire that.”

The pair, Kavanaugh and
Szoka, were the brightest
kids in the class; Szoka fre-
quently tutored slower class-
mates, Their senior year, Ka-
vanaugh was valedictorian;
Szoka was second, salutatori-
an,

The seminary newspaper
published this doggerel about
Szoka in that year, 1948: “A

student, Ed has read his
weight in books — Yes, tall,
thin, studious is how he
looks."

ven then, a young sem-

inarian in his 20s,

Szoka had what one
classmate called “a whim of
iron; Every little wish he had
was not a wish, it was a com-
man'd'll

Another classmate re-
members him scoring 99.5
percent on a philosophy exam
and cansuming two class peri-
ods to publicly challenge the
professor on the half-point he
missed, The classmate can't
remember who wor.

He was ordained in June
1954 in Marquette and cele-
brated his first mass in Mus-
kegon. His mother and sister
were there.

“We both wanted to be
simple parish priests,” Zui-
dema says. It was clear in the
seminary that Szoka was
marked for leadership, says
Zuidema, although the
friends never talked about it.

Within 15 months of his
ordination, Szoka was trans-
ferred from the Manistique
parish where he was assistant
pastor to a parish in Mar-
quette, and was named secre-
tary to the bishop of Mar-
quette, his old mentor and
seminary rector, Thomas
Noa. Two years later, Noa
sent Szoka to Rome to study
canon law, the law of the
church, a clear signal to any-
one who didn't already know
it that Szoka would never be
ong“"a simple parish priest.”

er the next 15 years he
would become chancellor, or
administrator, of the Mar-
quette diocese under Bishop
Noa, while commuting to par-
ishes in Ishpeming and Mar-
quette to say mass, hear con-
fessions and be a pastor.

They were, he says now,
the best years of his life, when
he felt most a part of the
workaday lives of the people.
T really loved that,” he says
simply.

In 1971, Pope Paul VI re-
aligned 21 northern counties
of the Saginaw and Grand
Rapidsdiocesesand createda
new one: the diocese af Gay-

lord. He named Edmund
Szoka to run it.

“I came with myself, my
car, my books and my
clothes,” he has said, “We
had the big celebration of my
installation as bishop, and
then everybody went home.
And here I was."”

The new diocese had a staff
of two: Szoka and his assis-
tant, the Rev. Ron Gron-
owski, who wrate in 1976 of
the first few months of the
new diocese: “My office con-
sisted of a small ibrary table,

afewlegal pads, a Bic penand
a wooden chair, 8e

. ... YeS, we
had a phane, one phone be-
tween us, and it seemed ev-

| erytimeIwasonit, the bishop

needed it and the opposite
was also true.”

Szoka created for himselfa
five-foot-square office he
shared with the St. Mary
High School athletic director
and the athletic director’s
equipment, Later, he would
have built for himself a home
looking out on a woods, and
would raise $1.5 million to
build a new St, Mary's Cathe-
dral, rectory and parish hall.

Eventhen, he recalls, same
folka claimed the maoney for
the cathedral ought to be
spent for the poor. But, Szoka
says, when he gave those
challengers the option of
pledging money for the poor
rather than for the cathedral,
none did,

The same thin
now, he says. * y say,
‘Don't spend that money on
the pope; § end it on a
school.’ re talking
Sfantasy, lsaytothem What
money? Whatever money
there is we spend on the pope
is money we're gonna raise
for that purpose.”

Or people want to raise
money for the poor instead of
anew church. “Butevenif we
said, ‘OK, we're gonna fm'ego
our new church, now we're
gonna have a campa:gn to
raise money for the poor' —
do you think we would raise
an equal amount of money,
realistically?"’ .

He doesn't hesitate. “'No,”
he says.

When Pope John Paul I
named Szoka the archbishop
of Detroit in 1981 to succeed
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Oct. 12, 1962: Anhbhhop Doerdn (center)] visits 51, Pater’s

the retiring Cardinal Dear-
den, he moved him from a
religiously conservative
north-woods resort area to a
complicated, willful archdio-
cese with many more poor
than Gaylord, many more
progressive Catholics and 10
times as many priests.
‘““This is a very, very fast
track,” says Martin, the rec-
tor of Sacred Heart Semi-
nary. ‘‘He's dealing with
more people of his own cali-
ber than he would have been
in Gaylard. At least a third of
the priests of this archdio-
cese, if were quite a
ways west of here ar south of
here, would almost be sure to
be shoo-ins for bishop, I they
were in Oklahoma or Missou-
ri or Kentucky, they’d stand

out like beacans.”

When he left Gaylord, his
priests bought him a gold,
jeweled pectoral cross that he
wears on his chest at ceremo-
nial occasions, On the back is
inscribed a Polish phrase that

hly translates to "Hes
or “He’s one of us.”

priests in Detroit

eel that way about

Smh at least not yet. Com-
bine that with the administra-
tive headaches of such a huge
diocese and its $15.7 million
annual central services bud-
get, and it’s easy to under-
stand why Szoka wrote wist-
fully this yearof an outing toa
Tigers game, where a ticket
taker shook his hand, an ush-
er recognized him and smiled,
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E ven as a young seminarian,
Szoka had what one classmate called
“@ whim of iron: Every little wish he
had was not a wish, it was a

command.”

and a peanut vendor having a
hard day asked him for a
blessing.

"It was really a wonderful
experiencefor me to beasked
for a blessing right there in
the ballpark,” he wrote. “It
was another reminder that
every person thereisahuman

has his or her own life story."

here is widespread
consensus that the fol-
lowing are Szoka's fin-
est achievements:
«Far more maney is collected
each year from Catholics for
the archdiocese than ever

being. Every person there | was before, money that has

gone to support inner-city
schools and parishes, beef up
religious education programs
and buy high-tech telecom-
munications equipment,
among other things.
Pre-Szoka, priests deliv-
ered annual homilies about
the need to contribute to the
Archdiocesan Development
Fund (ADF). Some folks
opened their wallets; others
didn’t. Szoka replaced the
ADF with a new campaign
called the Cathalic Services
Appeal (CSA), in which each
parish is bound to turn over a
certain amount of money:; if it
collectsless fromitspeople, it

must dip into its own coffers. |

If it collects more, it can keep |
the bonus
Inits ﬁrst year, 1982, the

The archdioceseo Detrolt . ._:

: umber ol pnrlshes. 331

-Number of schools: 147 alemumary.lz'[ ;

b‘rbfhosplmls- 10

. Other Cathollc-supported facllltln Include-
Three ‘child-care facilities, 15 facﬂmes for wre
ofthe aged, 11 retreat facllizles. slx social

; tie ""Tfout ch:ldren S camps
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CSA collected $8.2 million, or
four times what the previous
year's ADF had raised. Since
then, more than $60 million
has been oollected, including
about $10 million pledged
this year, or $6.60 for every
man, woman and child in the
diocese.

“We now have the best an-
nual appeal in the United
States for operating funds,"”
Szoka says. That means it
raises more money than any
other diocese, even though
the Detroit archdiocese
ranks fifth in the nation in
population.

Priests were at first edgy
about the plan, One told his
congregation, in asking for
contributions, “Even if you
don't like the archbishop,
| please don't hold it against
me." It hasrequired the orga-
| nization of teams of lay volun-
| teers who go so far as to
| knock on their neighbors’

doorsand ask for donations. It
is clear that it's easier to si-
lently saynotoa pnest inthe
pulpit than to one's neigh-
bor's smiling face at the door.
» The archdiocese’s Marriage
Tribunal, the court through
which all requests for mar-
riage annulments must pass,
has been computerized and
its staff doubled so that an
enormous backlog of cases is
gone and annuiments in this
diocese are swift. Divorced
Catholics whose marriages
are annulled by the tribunal
can, in good conscience, re-

| marry in the church and re-

main members in good stand-
ing.

Says Tobin, who works
part-time on the tribunal:
““When he came, there was a
backlog of 2,000 cases. If you
could get an annulment
throughin 18 months, it wasa
first-classmiracle. Hemade a
commitment of money and

e—
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personnel and now there's ef-
fectively no backlog. If I
brought in a case today, they
would start working on it to-
day or at least this week.”
Annulments occur in six to
nine months these days.

“That’s not the church do- |
ing somebody a favor," said
Tobin. “It's doing them jus-
tice.” Szoka also eliminated a
$300 annulment fee, so the
tribunal is now as accessible
tothose an welfare as to those
in BMWs.

Szoka sayssaving the Cath-
olic family was a big reason
for fixing the tribunal. He be-
lieves the main loss of mem-
bership from the church is
from dispirited divorced peo-
ple, tired of waiting for annul-
ments, who go ahead and
marry outside the church.
The loss to the church, he
says, is not only ““that couple,
but their children and their
children’s children and so
forth."”

Vatican visitors to Detroit
were 50 impressed with the
computerized tribunal that
they tried to computerize the
Roman Rota, the church’s Su-
preme Court. When Vatican
finances wouldn't permit it,
Szoka pledged $200,000 for
the Rota computers, then
quickly persuaded Tigers
owner Tom Monaghan and
his personal friend, car dealer
Hoot McInerney, toeach chip
in $100,000.
¢ He has spent $1.8 million to
create a telecommunications
network, including an entire
floor of studios in the chan-
cery building and 27 telecon-
ferencing sites throughout
the archdiocese. The aim; to
spread the gospel via TV,
which evangelistic Christians
have done so successfully,
and to allow easier, more effi-
cient communication of infor-
mation to the parishes. Annu-
al operating expenses:

§500,000.

Among the most popular
shows produced by the Cath-
olic Television Network of
DeLruit,broadmsto»cr 1510
cal cable systems, is “Funny
Fathers,” in which priests
swap rul life stories about
their lives and their minis-
tries, most of which are fun-
ny.

The Rev. Thomas Reese,
an editor of America maga-
zine who is writing a book on
archdiocesan administration
throughout the nation, says

| Detrait's “extremely sophis-
| ticated” telecommunications

systemis “right up there with
the best." He said, however,
that it's not clear how suc-
cessful such projects will be.
“Chicago cut back on theirs.
It's a tough thing; it's expen-
sive and takestrained person-
nel, and some people aren’t
sure whether that’s the right
direction to go."

Some people believe the
successes Szoka has had,
while laudable, are not the
sort that matter the most.

"Ask him,” one nun said
who works with the poor,
‘‘whether power or peop!e
are more important. ...I'm
sure he does a very good job
financially, but that's not
what a lot of us think we’re all
about,”

*“I really don’t think he un-
derstands the problems of the
inner city,” complains an in-
ner-c:ty pastor whose parish
is in a neighborhood rife with
drug use and violence, Szoka
has never visited his parish.

“I don't think he under-
stands the fear, the hopeless-
ness, the frustration,” said
the pastor, who has spent
more than a decade in his par-
ish, “But he thinks he does.
I've heard him say, ‘I live in
the city, too.’ Ha! Helivesina
fortress.”

The archbishop has not
been immune to crime, In his
first year in Detroit, his car
was stolen in broad daylight
from a downtown parking ga-
rage. When it was recovered,
a miter (bishop’s hat), crozier
(bishop'sstaff) and vestments
were missing. Another time,
during an outdoor reception
at his home, a guest's car was




stolen from the street in front
of the house.

He says he has never felt
fear in the city, but admits he
has become ‘“'streetwise,"
knows where not to go and
will not walk in his neighbor-
hood at night, although he
jogs during the day between
his home (on Boston Boule-
vard at Woodward) and the
Lodge Freeway to the west.

Ithough Szoka col-
lectsonly $13,000in
salary, he lives well,
and the archdiocese, as he

likes to say, goes first-class.
“When I read Jim and

Tammy Bakker's quote in the

paper — ‘We wanted it first-

class’ — I thought, ‘I've |

heard that before’" said
Barber, the retired archdioc-
esan department head. "If
you're going to have a lun-
chean, youdon't have a carry-
in luncheon, You have it
somewhere where it's

served. If you put out a bro-
chure, you don’t have Joe
downtheblockdoit. Youhave
it professianally done,

“I don't think it's a bad
thing, but . . . I think you can
go first-class in moderation.
People have to become the
bottom line and not dollars,”
she said, “Jesus came to
serve, and not be served.”

Said one veteran priest:
“His lifgtyl.e_is not ane of
gospel simplicity."

Szoka drives a black 1987
Lincoln Town Car equipped
with everything, incloding a
telephone, The car was
loaned to him by Mclnemey,
who gives him a new one ev-
ery year and takes the old one
back. Actually, he doesn't of-
ten drive the car, Usually he
rides, working on papers or
saying the rosary, while Britt,
his appointments secretary,
drives.

Britt and a second secre-
tary, the Rev, John Zenz, both
live with Szoka, along with a

Palish couple whoact as care-
takers, in @ mansion in the
shadow of Blessed Sacrament
Cathedral. The home, built in
1906 for the Dodge family,
was refurbished for Szoka;
Cardinal Dearden lives else-
where. The archdiocese has
ownexd it since 1940; its value
has plummeted along with all
other property values in the
neighborhood. Estimates are
that now it is valued at about
$150,000, if that.

Among the items pur-
chased by the archdiocese to
refurbish the house were
large amounts of Waterford
crystal dinnerware and ac-
cessories, which raised some
priests’ eyebrows when they
were invited in groups of 10
for get-acquainted dinners.

Others think the archbish-
op’s lifestyle is his own busi-
ness, He agrees,

Asked about the Waterford
crystal, he said, “Why is that
important to your article?"
Thenhe said the crystal isnot

his, but will “be there for the
next 50 or 70 or 80 years, for
who’gver the bishop is after

e,

About the car, he said,
“What should I do, say to
them, 'No, don't give it to
me'?’’

About the house, he said,
“When | came here, I had to
have a place to live, It was
here, It was not in very good
shape. It was empty, and no
one had lived in it for a while;
it was dirty, and there wasn't
astick of furniture init. It was
a question of tearing it down
or fixing it up. So we fixed it
up"'

Plus, he said, he conducts a
lot of business from the home,
whose interior, while not
plush, is quite comfortable,

“I don't know that you can
mdge a person's spirit . . . by

those s alone, L he

| says, adding that he gives a

“good chunk’ of his modest
salary away to charity each
year,

He has vacationed each

winter for the past four years
in Barbados and Florida, trav-
eling with an old priest buddy
from the Upper Peninsula,
staying in Barbados in one of
several beachfront condos
owned by his friend, Troy
automotive engineering ex-
ecutive Francis Sehn. In Flor-
ida he stays at McInerney's
place in Ft. Lauderdale; last
year he caught a swordfish
which McInerney had mount-
ed for him,

~ But he spends most of his
time golfing, jogging, reading
(he reada Ford biography this
year, lacocca's autobiogra-
phy last year), walking the
beach, sitting on the sand
talking world events with his
friends and dining with Brit-
ish islanders who, Sehn says,
find Szoka delightful.

Among the dinner partners
impressed with him is Rich-
ard Perry, chairman of Rolls
Royce Motor Cars Ltd. of
London, Szoka once teased
Perry that his friend Hoot

Ao
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Potrick's
paradein 1908?
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Mclnerney in Detroit sells
more carsina week than Per-
1y does in a year.

“We had, one day, the most

wonderful repartee at a din-
ner party,” Perry said of
Szoka in a telephone inter-
view, "I found him a lovely
man. ... He probably knew

more about the motor indus- |

try than the motor industry
men themselves. .. .He was
terrific in his knowledge of
cash flow problems and prof-
]'5."

Then Perry paid Szoka the

sort of compliment that would
truly please the archbishop:
“I'm not a Catholic, but he’s
one of the guys who might
have made me ane.”

zoka likes to be liked;

he wants to be loved.

But, while lovable in
many ways, he is the sort of
man who makes it difficult for
people to warm to him,

For many people, however,
it is enough to touch his hand,
see him smile and compli-
ment his sermon after mass.
‘“We had the archbishop here
foraconfirmationayearanda
half ago, and it would be im-
possible to be more gracious
than he was with the people
and the kids,"” said O’Brienin
Novi. ‘“‘He would pose for pic-
tures. He shook hands with
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them, He stayed around an
adequate amount of time,

“He makes efforts. ...
(But) he doesn’t come across
that warmly, although he
would like to. He can't couch
authority and friendliness."

Even Mclnemey, who calls
Szoka “a very humble, loving
man,” says: “I gotta know
him as well as anybody in De-
troit, and I don’t even know
him that well.”

Those who work with him,
especially his priests, say that
Szoka, while a wonderful host
and a charming conversation-
alist, is so personally sensi-
tive to challenge or criticism
that he has been known to fly
off the handle, cuss in lan-
guage he wasn't taught in the
seminary and be unpleasantly

Among his favorite phrases
used during high-pitched ar-
guments: “I mean it!” and
“Now, I'm serious!" — the
samephrasesanangry parent
might use with a difficult
child,

That hypersensitivity to
criticism, says Holy Redeem-
er pastor Tobin, can be a defi-
cit for a leader. “It's been
said,” recounts Tobin, “‘that
the farther the monkey
climbs up the tree, the more
his a~ shows,

“He wants to be liked, very
much,” Tobin says. How can
he tell? “By his reaction to
criticism. He takes it so per-
sonally. At first be doesn’t
wanna believe it, He thinks
most people believe every-
thing he says, and he likes
that.” When he realizes they
don’t, he may explode.

'obin remembers a meet-
ing in 1984 at which he chal-
lenged Szoka's decision to
spend close to $2 million on
telecommunications. *‘l com-
pared it to a man building a
video room on the back of his
house while his living room is
on fire. I didn't mean it as a

attack on the arch-
bishop, but he stood up and
looked down on me and I
knew it was coming, There, in
front of 26 other vicarsand all
the department heads, he
said, ‘Tobin, you're full of
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"] said, 'T didn’t think you
knew me that well." "

No one laughed.




here is no dispute
about his commitment
tohis priests. He coun-
sels those who need help,
gives study leaves to those
who need a break and awards
good assignments to those
who've been battered by per-
sonal problems but seem to
be recovering. While he
hasn’t raised the pension of
retired priests, he has said
publicly that if any find it hard
to live on their $650 a month
stipend, “I'll take care of it.”
“Many priestsresent that"
aspaternalistic, said Shrine of
the Little Flower's Haggerty,
a former president of the
Priests' Senate.
“He'lldoanything tosavea
priest,” said another well-re-
spected cleric, “if that means
sitting there and talking three
or four hours, bailing him out
of jail or picking him up out of
the gutter. “But how much is
hisneed to beneeded and how
mauch is altruism? When you
give to a panhandler, i3 it be-
cause you have a profound
respect for that person or an
attitude of ‘I'm better than
that person and I'll give them
something”?"

In mundane daily interac-
tions, he sometimes embar-
rasses his priests: patting
them on the head or the
cheek, poking them in the
chest with his forefinger, re-
minding them that they
“ought to know better."”

Said Martin, who admires
and respects Szoka: "I think
you'll find that sometimes he
puts his worst foot for-
ward. ... People who don't
know him and see only that
brusque front, don't under-
stand that there is a sensitive
person undemeath.”

The Rev. David Gemund,
who for nine years worked as
chancellor of the Gaylord dio-
cese under Seoka, thinks the
archbishop is forever caught
ina struggle he can't win, He
describes it kike this:

‘[, the man, and I, the arch-
bishop, wouldwant A, BandC
in terms of love, affection and
fond memories. As archbish-
op,lamcalled on todo X, Y
and Z, all of which may pre-
vent A, B and C. But with my
commitment to X, Y and Z,
and to the church, I am cut-

Mayor Young confers with Szoka

ting myself off from satisfying
my personal needs. That
leads to denial of suffering:
‘No, I'm not suffering; I'm
doing my duty.’ Eventhoughl
spell it suffering, and you
spell it suffering, he spells it
duty. It is always his commit-
ment to the church that wins
out."”

during Game Four of the 1984 World Series.

There_ are days when he feels

misunderstood. “You feel that you're
trying and you get a lot of criticism,
and you begin to wonder if you've got

any friends left . . .

»

e will turn 60 years | diet Vernors to drink. Dinner
old tomorrow, and |

he says he is more at
peace now with his life, and
with criticism, than he has
ever been. "I keep thinking
I'm 25," he says. “That's the
way | think; that's the way |
feel.”

Nonetheless, he takes
pains to maintain his health.
His diet is rigid, following a
heart problem in 1982 that
kept him in the hospital for 29
days. For breakfast he has
halfa grapefruit, sometimesa
bow] of corn flakes or raisin
bran, a glass of orange juice
from concentrate, two pieces
of whole wheat toast with
margarine and black coffee.
Lunch is a sandwich of 95
percent fat-free lunchmeat

| is a bowl of homemade soup,

anentree of chicken or veal or
fish, a vegetable and salad at
theend, Usuallyhe hasa glass
of wine with dinner.

He tries to jog each day,
three or four miles, wearing
Nike shoes and a blue-and-
white jogging suit. He says
mass first thing each morning
in a chapel built into the for-
mer third-floor ballroom of
his home; if his secretaries
areout in the evening, he will
leave them notes on the floor
attheir bedroom doorsnoting
the time of the next mom-
ing's mass.

He is proud of his leader-
ship abilities; he is working on
his impatience and his expec-

or, if it's Friday, tuna, with a | tation that he and everyane

around him ought to be per-
fect. Even Britt, his secre-
tary, says that while he likes
best his boss' honesty, what
he likes least is his exactness.

As he grows more comfort-
able with himself, and with
criticism, he is also comfort-
able, he says, with the possi-
bility that he may never be
nameda cardinal, whose main
perquisite is the right to vate
for the new pope or even be-
come that pope.

Three years ago there was
a hot rumor that Szoka would
be named cardinal, and the
press reported it, but he
wasn't, and he was embar-
rassed. Cardinal Dearden re-
assured him, however, say-
ing: “It's better to explain
why they dids't make you a

cardinal than to try to explain
why they did.”
It doesn't matter, Szoka in-
sists, that his two predeces-
| sors have bath been elevated
| to cardinal. *“I might be the
{end of the line,” he jokes,
| admitting he'd probably feel
“some disappointment” if he
died a mere archbishop.
“But it would not be the
end of the world, And that
could happen, you know,
apart from any merits or de-
merits on my part. It could
happen because they don't
have a slot, or maybe by the
time they'd get around to me,
it'd be too late and I'd be
dﬁd,"

He talks easily and calmly
of death. He confronted it Iy-
inginhis hospital bed in 1982,
his heart behaving mysteri-
ously in his chest, and decided
he wasn't afraid. More than
once he's felt the lonely nau-
sea of the misunderstood:
*“You fee] that you're trying
and you get a lot of criticism,
and you begin to wonder if
you've got any friends left, or
you got anybody who ap-
proves of anything you're do-
ing. You could feel a little bit
down on those days, and you
can think, realistically, if you
did just drop off the earth,
who'd miss you?

““And the reality is, who's
gonna miss you a year after
' you're dead?”’ He laughs.
“There’'s nothing deader
than a dead bishop.”

When he talks of the God he
is sure he will meet on the
other side, it is a God who is
both forgiving and exacting,
just as exacting as Edmund
Szoka. A God who keeps
score. A God who will hold
him accountable.

“That doesn't frighten
me,” he says, “I'm not afraid
to be held accountable, even
though there are many fail-
ings, because I also repent of
those.

“You see, I've told this to
people in sermons, and espe-
cially to young people. ...
When we die, you know, I
don't think God is gonna say,
‘Were you perfect?” But |

tl’)’?' "

he did. 8
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