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squall, a 20-ton freighter, the S5 Summit Venture, lost control
and collided into a main section of the steel bridge. What re-
sulted was one of the worst bridge disasters in American his-
tory, with over 1200 feet of roadway plunging into the stormy
bay because of the collision.
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And the varieties, it seems, are endless. You have what is
probably the most welcoming (and recognizable) of the Pitts-
burgh bridges — the Fort Pitt Bridge — giving one of the best
panoramic views of a city around. Then you have the “Threa
Sisters” or the Sixth, Seventh, and Ninth Street bridges, which
are the only identical trio of bridges in the entire nation (this
title was almost ruined when the original Sixth Street bridge
burned down in the late 1800s as a result of steamboat smoke
aparking sparrow nests in the beams). Or, there's the infamous
Smithfield Street bridge (originally called the Monongahela
Bridge), which was destroyed in 1845 durning the Great Fire
of Pittsburgh... along with two-thirds of the entire city. It was
later rebuilt in 1883 by the architects of New York's Brooklyn
Bridge and now stands as one of the oldest steel truss bridges
in the world. Of course, the list goes on (and on, and on), but
part of the appeal of this great city s that you never know
exactly which bridge you'll end up on, and what stories lie
hidden within its steel frame.

Detroit, MI

The 1920s in Detroit were a time of growing decadence and
development. The Detroit River served as a passageway for
timber barges and bootleggers alike, and as the Motor City
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began establishing itself as a hub for trade and commerce
{both legal and illegal), the need for a link between Canada
and the U.5. became more evident than ever. So after much
debata, planning and a seemingly fast construction under a
private company. the Ambassador Bridge opened up for traf-
fic in 1929, linking downtown Detroit and Windsor, Ontario.
With a 1,880-foot central span and a total length of nearly
7,500 feet at the time of its construction, this massive steel
structure was the longest international suspension bridge in
the world. Tt became such a big deal, in fact, that in the years
after its opening, planes would fly under it, people would
parachute off of it, and a couple would even be married at its
Canada-II5. boundary line. And although the glitz and glory
was often overshadowed by financial problems in the subse-
quent decades, the Ambassador Bridge has stood the test of
tirne over 79 years and has grown into the busiest suspended
border crossing in the world, with over 10,000 commercial
vehicles passing through on a typical day, and as many as
10 million in a year. Yet most significantly, the carvings on
the bridge remind commuters what the real meaning of this
withstanding and unifying structure is: "The wisible expres-
sion of friendship in the hearts of two peoples with like ideas
and ideals.
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