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Produce donated
to assist local
charitable causes

by LAKENDRA LEWIS

CHERTZ — Master Gardener

Dale Odvody will always

remember the day a troubled
tean walked through the Guadalupe
County Commumity Garden s gate
and left with a renewed purpose

It was surmer 2013 and the 16 year
old. sccompanied by other juvenile
pmh:lliunrﬂ, arrived for community-
service duty. The adolescent had been
expelled from four different schaols

Odvody, construction co- chairman for
the Guadalupe County Master Gardeners,
was dipging a trench. The young man,
tall and muscular, walched Okdvody for
a while, then asked if he could help.

The Master Gardener was pleasanthy

surprised by his enthusiasm and allowed
hiim 1o finish the backbreaking Lask,
which took three laborous hours. As
Lhe by left e ganden Lo return Lo the
Guadalupe County huvenile Detention
Ceeniler, he turned to {dvody:
“He said he had decided to go back
and finish high schiool becase he didn
wanl o dig ditches the rest of Tuis life”
Uhibwoady said. = 1hat just flooned me. To hear
something like tha, il | never experience it
again. makes coming out here worth it”
Week afier week. since 2004, (he
community garden located behind
the County Annex Building at 1101
Elbd Road has been planting seeds
of inspiration in the many vodunbesrs
and passersby whio have enlered.
‘This year is proving to be no diffcrent.
The volunteers — a mix of association
miemibers, restdents and adult and juvenile
probationers — faithiully maintain the
land which yiclis produce donated to
the Randolph Area Christian Assistance
Program and the Immaculate Conception
Catholic Churchis food bank in Marion
Twice weekly, Tuesdays and Fridays, the
bounty is harvested, bagped, weighed and
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CIBOLO VALLEY
BAPTIST CHURCH

5500 FM 1103 - Cibolo, TX
(210) B5&-0525
www.cibolovalleychurch.org

Come Worship With Us

SUNDAY MORNING
9:00 AM Traditional Service
10:15 AM Sunday Schood- all ages
11:30 AM Conlempaorary Service
Children's Church Both Services

TUESDAY ACTIVITIES

8:45 AM Kids Day Out

Mare info 0n website:
Children’s Minisiry - Kids Day oul

WEDNESDAY SERVICE
9:00 AM Prayer Team - all are welcome:
6:30 PM Prayer Meeting/ Worship Service
6:30 PM Youih Bible Study
6:30 PM Wacky Wednesdays
(3yr. ity trained 1o 5ty grade)
-nursery always provided / no charge

THE CHURCH ON THE HILL
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hamd-delivered o the two agencies, recipients
of more than nine tons of resh provisions
since partnering with the garden in 201 1

Jessie Fisher, RACAP program director,
sald being able to hand oot quality froit
and veggies has been a blessing for the
charity, which last year provided groceries
1o more than 1,300 arca familics

“It's been a huge beneft for our
cients because it means we can abways
prowide them with something fresh,
amal that's important,” Fisher sasd.

The community garden first took
root at the sugpestion of the Goadalupe
County Master Gardeners, a mmrmh!
educational and volunizer program
offered by the AgriLile Extension Service
of the Texas A&M University SI\ SIET.

With the assistance of Guadalupe
County Precinet 3 Comimissioner [im
Wolverton — himself an avid green
thumb — three-fourths of an acre was
set aside for cultivation near the annex.

The spot currently contains 24 raiscd
or elevated beds and 14 ground beds. The
raised beds are demonstrations — or “demos”
— o shaww folks what can be grown,

“We put (ramed becs) in to show
people you doni have 1o be able to crawl
of bend over to have a vepetable garden,”
said Oicvody who, along with his wife
Ann, ane 2-year Master Gandeners

The arca isnt open o the public o
grow their own plots, but volunteers who
want to cultivate existing demo beds 9
am. to noon on Toesdays and Fridays.

"I you wani o help us plant, weed
anal harvest, we will acoept thae” said
Mary Bowe, a Master Gardener and
Ll"rl.ll]l“jrl'ld‘ l|1r com Illllllﬂ'!' tun.’nrn
“Peaple drop by all the time. Everybody's
welcome Lo come in when we're there”

John Liwick, a 26-year Ar
Force veteran, has been lending a
hand for neardy three vears

Adter retiring. Lewicki decided to

T Guadalupe Comnty Commesity Garden #1the
County Annes in Schavty has b oms an sducatenal
canbee whent peopls belen dboul B stissce of
heticultare, Comtesy photos

purstie his bowve of gardening, a passion
padied on o him by his grandemother
who harvested her garden to feed the
family during Lewickis youth.

*I seever really had & chance to
garden, bat I always enjoved it sid
Lewicki, a Cibodo resident, "and now it's
something | do with my grandlids™

Another volunteer, Dan Kpolhede
o Uniiversal Chty, wanled 1o leam
about horthoulture so he could grow
his own vegetables and Frequent
the nearty farmers markets

“Gardening has made me very aware
of how buying becally imipacts the global
enwvironment. It’s better for you and
better for the communinyg he said

In addition o sustaining the
community garden, the Guadalupe
County Master Gardeners' |40 certified
|nr1n|'lrr.'«- Il'“l a semanar fl;ll Id" I-l.lf
aspiring horticulturalists wishing o join
their ranks, and also holds classes for the
YMCA and sendors during the summes.

For meore, visit
guadalupecountymastergardeners
orgor call 830-372-3940. @
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