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Walking continves from pg. 01

Parents expressing interest in volunteering

by LAKENDRA LEWIS

hope plans for a program

at Larkspur Elementary encouraging
voluntesers to walk students to and
from school — prompied by the hit-
and-mn death of a girl earkier this year
— will catch on at other campuses

The Walking School Bus program s a
proposed addition to other safety measiires
announced for the nelghborhood near
Braesview and Larkspur drives, where
9-year-old Tatyana Babincaux—a fourth-
gradder at Larkspur Ebementary —was
struck and killed by a hit-and-run driver
in Jamuary while wzﬂi.ing o school. An
arrest has been made in the case

“This is certainly something the schoal
hoard mlr‘mrts,' said Suzan Galindn,
NEISD board president. =] belbeve we have
some schaols in our area who do (Walking
School Buas). Its been talked about for a
while, and I think it’s exciting that (Larkspur
Elementary) wants to do something™

According o Larkspur Principal
Susan Dl Toro, the school Is in the
t‘ﬂl]}’!lﬂu:‘: I'JELI.H.II.'\].IL‘IHIIDH a \'Ilnllhiﬂﬁ
Scheeld Bus, & volunteer program in
which adults walk children to school.

“I think everyone is concerned because of
what happened and we want the children
to be safee, o T think people are willing to st
least talk about i) Del Toro sxid. “I's getting
a commitment. We're not quite there yet. We
would need to figure out all of the bogistics”

Drel Toro, who has been principal at
Larkspur for three years, said she and her
staff are researching the Walking School
Bas program, which is already in existence
nationwide in many school districts.

Dl Toro is especially interested in a
walking bus for the students who live
in the apartments and duplexes about
a mile from Larkepur Elementary,
many of whose paremts are low
Income and don’t have vehlcles.

“Most of the kids get driven or they're
bused. But 20 to 50 of our kids who live in
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the apartments aren't digible for buses and
actually walk to school,” Dl Toro said.

According to the principal, about 87
peroent of Larkspur's 860 students—700 of
whom live in :m'i.shburill.g apariments—an:
economically disadvantaged. Many of the
students walk or take the bus to the AT,
which opens at 7 a.m. for breakfast

“My biggest concern is the apartments
on Brassview!” el Toro said. “There’s
a lot more traffic and its on a hill If
I could have some parents to meet
where those thres apartments come
together, that would be amazing”

Larkspur plans to send out thicrs possibly
in May announcing a community mieeting
regarding the start of a walking bus in
time for classes in August. The school
also would like to get San Antonio Fear
Free Environment police officers and
nearby apartment managers imobved to
create more interest in the program.

The Walking School Bus system, which
originated in the United Kingdom, was
initially structured to have two adults: A
“driver” who leads the children to school on
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foot and a “conductor” who follows them

from behind, much in the same way the

kidls wold he driven Lo sehiool via bus.
The United States version of the program

does not strictly follow the driver!

casrluctor masbel, bl does maindain

the idea of adulis walking kids to school

through designated routes with “pickup”

or meeting polnts, a timetable and a

ratating schedule of trained volunteers,
‘The bicycle trin, a variation

on the walking school bus in

which adults supervise children

riding their hikes ta school, abso is

pupl SO0 communilies.

"W wanl to el up & ST0ng Progeim.
Tdeally, it would be great to hawve two
people walk the kids.” Del Toro said,
“But initially we would be happy to have
one person willing to commit to be ata
certain spot every day and walk a group,
Tollow the roarte and use the croswalk.”

Adulis wl volunieer lor the progrem
would be trained regarding routes and
s:].fel}' meeasures, and would need to
s o criminal background check.

“We do have some parents who walk
thelr kids every day. So if we could get
that parent to wait for a group of kids

and walk them every day, that’s our
gﬂ.l'l," said el “lom, .ul.eling1|u1 WHTIE
parents have already expressed Luterest,
Although Del Toro said the school
wanld not need the approval of the schoal
busarcl b spesarhusac] a walking schaool bus,
WEISD leaders are in favor of the idea.
The city recently approved $40,000
In safety improvements st the corner
ol Braesview and Larkspur afier Gina
Babineaux, Tatyanas mother, met with
District @ interim Councilman Joe Krier,
city engincers, neighborhood associations
ansd schal afficials, Krier at o press
conference in Pebruary addressed requests
tor better safety a1 that intersection.
Special concern wis expressed for
Braesview, where many sccidents have
been reported and residents complain of
speeding, and cars hitting their fences.
‘The improvements will include a new
croaswalk .1'|-nn|_5 with overhesad |1|'|nIc"|n|_5
sclwonl wome lights, brighter signage, o
countdown stoplight and a handicap
r.tm]a,nl'l estimated fnr I.'(“"l"lﬂliﬂn in
Limme: finr the new selwool vear in the Gll.
To volunteer tor the Walking School
Bus program of get more information,
call Larkspur at 4073600, &




