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BUSINESS / RISK MANAGEMENT · LONG-FORM INFORMATIONAL CONTENT 

How Can Businesses Stay Ahead of Potential Problems? 
Most business owners spend a lot of time dealing with what’s happening right now, which makes sense 
because there are customers to help, emails to answer, deadlines to meet, and plenty of other 
responsibilities that need attention. However, when all the focus is on today’s priorities, it’s easy for smaller 
issues to be ignored. If you’re not paying attention to them, they can grow and cause major problems. With 
that in mind, keep reading to find out more about how businesses can stay ahead of potential problems. 

Pay Attention to Small Issues 
One thing that catches businesses out from time to time is assuming that a small problem will stay small. No 
matter how minor or easy to ignore it might be, if something isn’t working as it’s meant to, it’s best to fix the 
issue as soon as possible rather than wait for it to get worse. Leaving it could become costly, inconvenient, 
disruptive, and it might even upset customers, which isn’t something you ever want to do. 

Keep Maintenance Up to Date 
As we’ve said, you’ve got a lot to do as a business owner, which might be why regular maintenance jobs get 
forgotten about; there’s always something else that has to be done. But overlooking maintenance could be a 
costly mistake. Buildings, equipment, and systems all need regular attention if they’re going to keep working 
properly. 

When maintenance keeps getting delayed, the risk of unexpected breakdowns and costly repairs tends to 
increase, which is why staying on top of routine checks can help businesses, and business owners, avoid a 
lot of unnecessary stress. 

Review Risks Regularly 
Every business faces different risks depending on its industry, premises, and what it does, which is why 
regular reviews can be so useful. 

For example, a risk that seemed unlikely a year ago could need more attention today, while new problems 
can appear as businesses grow and change. Taking time to assess potential issues before they become real 
problems is often much easier than dealing with the consequences afterwards. Tasks such as carrying out a 
legionella risk assessment can help businesses identify and manage potential risks before they affect staff, 
customers, or visitors. 

Encourage People to Speak Up 
Employees can notice issues long before managers do because they’re the people using equipment every 
day, following procedures, and dealing with customers directly. That means they can often spot problems 
while they’re still relatively minor. 

It helps if your team feels comfortable speaking up about those things because the business can then deal 
with problems sooner. If employees don’t feel confident raising an issue, there’s a greater chance it will go 
unnoticed until it becomes harder to resolve. 


