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onies are worth their weight in goid

when it comes to providing hours

in the stirrups for young aspinng

equestrians. In fact, many of today's
most accomplished riders started out as
pony riders. For developing young draessage
nders, ponies can be the perfect choice;
however, like big horses, their body types
can prove challenging when it comes to
finding the ideal saddle. By choosing
a saddle carefully and considering
customized options like those available
through Custom Saddlery, riders and
their ponies have the best chance to
comfortably progress with daily training
and excel in the show arena.

THE SHOW RING
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Poniz are worth thalr waight In goid whan it comes 10 providing hours
N the stimups for young aspiring aquestrians. In fact, many of foday's
most accomplizhod ridors starkod out 3= porry ridars. For davoloping
young drazzage rfiders, ponies can be the parfoct choloa; howaver, 1o
big horzas, thelr body typas can prova challonging when it comes to
Minding the Kdeal zaddin. By chooszing a zaddio carciully and conzidenng
customized options ke thoze avallabio hrough Customn Saddlary, roors
and thalr poniaz hava the best chance to comiortably peogress with dally
training and excal In the zhow Jrona.

A promior manutacturer of customized zaddios and a top cholkco for
drazzage riders arcund the warkd, Including Olymplans Staffon Pators
and Patrk Kittel, Cuztom Saddiory crafts saddios spocifically mada

for ponies, 100. The company has axport ittars locatod throughout the
United Statas and ha workd 10 help ridars find just whiat thoy aro looking
for. *Custom now has over 30 saddio fttors workdwidal® confirmad
Sarah Bootha, Profoszional Sacdicr and Sanior Saddia Fittar for Customn
Saddiary. Tha campany & known for providing axcoliont equipmant to
Oympaanz, Intornational Grand Prix rdors, ha Tompad Liptzzanes, young
rdors, and 23Ul amatours who want the porfoct it

CUSTOM ICON FLIGHT

Bigger sn't necassanly betier, and over the last
decade, the populanly of porses for dressage
competition has skyrocketed. Amencan dressage
nders are taking notice of these athletic and
intaligent partners who are the perfect choice
for children and small adults. With the interest in
pony competiion mounting, Custom Saddlery s

keaping pace by offering a vanety of options for
“PEOPLE FREQUENTLY ASSUME THEIR hard to fit, pint-sized superstars.

PONT NEEDS AN EXTRA, EXTRA WIDE Stacy Borgar, 3 =30d Mtior with 10 yars of GXparknce with

Custom Sacdiony, sakd, “Ponios, Iko horses, must have a

TREE, THAT IS SOMETIMES TRUE, BUT =i St s ho propar wiclh with 3 oo hat & tho coract

=hapo 10 match thalr conformation. it k= important to work

MANY TIMES IS NOT. AT CUSTOM with 3 =30dio Stior 1o find 3 ZoLIon Tt E 3% Tor both tha
and he fdexe ™
SADDLERY, WE SET UP THE SADDLE .
From thoe mution-witharad 1o the shab-skiod, tho short-
TO FIT THE PONY'S MEASUREMENTS Wbumm:mmm-:z:-;‘
RATHER THAN ASSUMING ALL PONIES and portomance. Thar aro all sorts of ponkes whose shapos

mmm- ~Stacy Berger contimund on page %
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'AUDREY MASCHUE | (561)541-2646
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Bedygurd x 15 (hampon De Luse, Nt 3 80om, LIG, Approvedt Weser
D, ISRUNA OLD, RPS NA Stalihon Testing Reserve Charpion Pony Stalion
2012, Commiszently throws high quality foaks. 100% Conception rate on Sest

Spotlight on EQUIPMENT-

continued

CUSTOM
WOLFGANG
SOLO JR.

mabke finding the right saddie a chalenge, and
there i much at stake. Ear pnning, tad swishing,
tpockiness, and evasion of the bt can Jl be sgrs
that the current saddie st Bn't working. Saddie ft
for porses can be tncky, but purchasing the proper
model 5 one of the most mportant invesiments a
rider will make

“Every pory is uniQue; 1here B NO MAGC ‘one

sz 25 alf solstion out there,” sakd Banger, who
works with Custom Sacdiery clents in northern
Caltornia, Reno/Carson City, Nevada, and contral/
southem Oregon. “Whike some ponies may have
backs simiar 10 a ful-sized horse, many ae very
short coupled, which doesn't provide much sl
032290 for the sacdio, especally if thoy have an
Uit nder. In particulat, some horses That measure
10 b= a pony ~ Arsbiars or Arsbian crosses for
QaMmpie ~ can be extremely short coupied as they
have one less vertebrae than ofher eguines ™

When a sadde & %00 lrge, 2 can place the rder
on the weaker lumbar vertebrae, which i the non-
WGt Dearing e, Causing back somness. “Most
mportant & the length of the saddie on the pony’s
back." said Boothe, whose Custorn Sadclory
chents inciude iImematonaly rarked dessage
professionals in her service area of central
Calfornia, Scottadale, Anzona, and Las Vegas,
Nevada. “Custom Saddiery actuslly measures
each pony's back 10 get the exact . With the
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Faght, ittod by Stacy Borger (Photo courtosy of Tamara Torta)

“pony pancl® we offcr, the ridars Zaat 220 stays 1o amo
but tho saddo kngth I= shortar and o overall footprnt on
Mo pony k= smalior. Wo can ordar the ponry panal on any

of our modols. Wa aino offer two of our popukyr saddios n

a unkr stze: 3 minl Signature Stoffon’s Advantage and 3
mini Wollgang Soio Jr. Thay start in a 15-inch saat.*

Like thor brgar countarparts, ponkas alzo noad 3 zacdle
Nt sz comactly bohind halr shouldors, Jiowing for
froodom of movament. Tho zaddio maust al=o distritxnto
proszure avonly without bridging or rocking. Tha ical
saddio k= dazigned %0 that the rider i Clozo 1o Tha contar
of balanca, anabiing the ponty 10 carry tho ridar with casa.

M M z2adio 1 100 naTow, tho Foo will bridge across ha
back, causning soranass at tho withars and lower back,
and uzuily will rida up on tha ponys withars towards ho
nock,” 53l Bargoer. “Wido-backed ponikos froguantly do
woll wih 3 200 oo Tiat has 3 hoop shape and =its fat
acrozs the back. Customn Saddiary has 3 fow zaddias with
hoop-type roas to accammodatia thiz, and 3 fow modals
it are parfact for the fiat-backed pony.”

Commenting on har own unique axpariancas, Borger
added, *Tha zaddios that work wal on ponies that | have

£t 2r0 the loon Filght with pornty panaiis; the Wollgang Omnd

“Like their larger
counterparts, ponies also
need a saddle thar sits

correctly behind their
shoulders, allowing for
freedom of movement. The
saddle must also distribure
pressure evenly without
bridging or rocking. The
wdeal saddle is designed so
thar the rider is close 1o the
cemeer of balance, enabling
the pony 1o carry the rider
with ease.”

~Stacy Berger

{which has a shorkar troo longth) with ponry pancls; and the
Wollgang Sclo Jr with porry pancais. The nawly dazigned
Wollgang Sclo Jr has panals that aro cut back for the

shoulsars, which anablo ponias 1o mova ol zhouldors
frocty.”

Anry saddio that 3 young ridar chooses should holp that
ridor =it o the party, connacting the rdar: body Swough
the =aat, and alding the procass of bacoming fully part of
the movement. “Peopio don't roaltza how tbroad ponios’
backs can ba." zaki Bootha. “You want 3 zacdio that &5
ow peofiic and wraps around the pony, verses having that
=tting-on-top feal *

*Poopia Foquontly Jsume thalr pony noods an oxira,
Qxira wido ¥00,” Barger addod. *That k2 zomatimes trua,
but many times k= not. At Custom Saddiory, wo sat up
the =addia 1o it tho pony™ modzuramaents rathor than
Jzzuming af ponics X0 zupor wida. Another cormmon
mizconception & that ponkas always need 3 spackal
pony saddia. Many timas tha saddio that works wall on
2 horse can bo %t up to work woll on 3 pony with Zimily
conformation.*

conlinsed on pagwy 3
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Spotlight on EQUIPMENT- continued

“If the saddle is too narrow, the tree
will bridge across the back, causing
soreness at the withers and lower back,
and usually will nde up on the pony's
withers towards the neck,” said Berger.
“Wide-backed ponies frequently do
well with a saddle tree that has a hoop

shape and sits flat across the back.
Custom Saddlery has a few saddles
with hoop-type trees to accommodate
this, and a fow models that are perfect
for the fiat-backed pony.”

Afcr ropoatedly ancountoring horsas with vory tight,

%010 backs N har work 33 an oquine Massage tharaplst,
Sharon Cooper, one of Custom Saddiory’s Flonds-

bazoad Atlars, found tha caursa of tha back Ezues to
bo poorly Miting =addies. Cooper bagan hor carcer 15

YOrs 390 35 3N OQUING MAs5Ige tharapst, and has
boon a saddio Micr for Custom Saddiary =nce 2014,

*The hardest part of zaddia Mting ks the horsas that
“mnmdmlmm“a

big chalionge,” Coopar zaid. *You have olthar tho vary
plump, round pony with no withars, of 1o skinny, ab-
=idod porry. The round pony prasents an bzue n that it
k= hard to gat the 53ddka 10 stay n place; It & ko Miting
2 53ddio 10 3 propane tank!” For this challenga, Coopar
has had good kuck with 3 lower pommel saddio such as

the Woligang Solo J. or the Wallgang Omnl.

Cooper haz boon very successiul In matching ponis
WiEh zoma sway 10 tholr backs with the Woligang
Conztarue. The Conztarue b bulit on a zhorkr troo
that halpz with the =hort back. She than acds the pony
pancd, and can alzo have the back of T panal stitiched
highor up the cantia 10 Give an upsweap to To back

of ha zaodio. Ridars of =iab-=idod ponkas J%o bonafMt
from frying the Woligang Constarue. *1 have soveral
ponks I ha Constanza,” zaki Cooper. “Agan, | go
with the porry pandl and tho upzwoop at tha back.”

Saddio choloa options 1or pony riiors aro NUIMGIoUS,
and Custom Saddiory can customize modols In 3
myTd of ways, whilc Zuling INAVIAUN tasto and

proforonces. Pony ridars can ardar saodios with
shorter faps to onabio Improved kg contact and,

of courze, thare aro countiass Jasthotic options 10
chooza from. Colored or patont loather acconts,
colorad stiching, cry=tals, and other fun accants a0

a zpacialty of Custom Saddiory.

Whothar alming 1or th show ring or zimply backyard
fun, Custom Saddiory wants 1o instill ha mportance
of proparly 8tting acdies In young riders %o that
both pony and rider will romain haaltfty, happy, and
perfarming to hia bost of tholr abiitios. The compary
provides fop-quality zaddios and accessors, Jlong
with axpert zacdio Sting Zervices around the worlkd,
1o accommodate tha parfoct it

Bazed In Alen, South Carolina, Custom Saddkary
dezigns al z33dkes anatomically for horso and
ridot, handcrafts tham with the finest kathars, and
manufactures thom uzing tochnically avanced
mathods and fadtures. Custom Saddiory k= davotod
10 ZuUppiying high quality, customized zacdks for
profezzionals and amatours.

Pony riders Interested In trying a saddie can take
advantage of the company®s 10-day froe trial
program. For more iInformation about Custom
Saddiery, its wide range of saddie models, and
s group of saddie fitting axports, visit www.
mysaddic.com or call (800) 235-3865.
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