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State Pollution may affect
bird behaviour. P6 »

Ambarish B

BENGALURU: Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has issued
notice to the Karnataka Co-
operative Apex Bank Ltd to
furnish details about cer-
tain accounts in district cen-
tral cooperative (DCC)
banks in the state.

The ED notice is part of na-
tionwide investigation
launchedtocheckcashdeposits
exceeding Rs 25 lakh in coop-
erative banks. The notice was
issued to managing director of
theApexBanktoprovidestate-
ments for the period, October
1, 2016 to December 19, 2016.

“ED has taken up detailed
verification of instances of cash
depositsmadeintotheaccounts
invariousDCCbanksacrossthe
country.Inthisconnection,you
areherebyrequestedtofurnish
the certified copies of state-
ments of accounts of various
DCC banks across the state
wherein cash deposits exceed-
ingRs25lakhhavebeenreport-
ed. The list of names of the
banksandtheparticularsofde-
positorsareprovidedinthelist,”
statesthenotice,acopyofwhich
is with the DH.

Sources said that the ED has
sought for statements of select
account holders in six districts:
Bagalkot, Mandya, Belagavi,

Shivamogga, Kolar and Dak-
shina Kannada. The ED has
also mentioned the account
numbers and cash deposited
into such accounts since Octo-
ber 2016, and sudden rise in
the deposits after demonetisa-
tion on November 8.

“The ED officials seem to
haveconductedpreliminaryen-
quiry into the huge cash de-
positsbeforeissuingthenotice.
The notice has all the details
such as name of the account
holder,accountnumberandthe
amount deposited during the
check period. We have written
to these banks, which include
certain Sauhardha banks and
societies. Based on the list pro-

vided by the ED, two to three
branches of DCC banks in each
district have been asked to fur-
nish details. The details will be
forwardedtotheEDwithintwo
days,”ApexBankPresidentand
MLA K N Rajanna said.

Earlier, the Income Tax de-
partment had issued notices to
cooperative banks in the state
to adhere to the notification on
cashdeposits inviewofdemon-
etisation. Even before the de-
monetisation, the Directorate
ofIncomeTax(Intelligenceand
Criminal Investigation wing)
had found thousands of unre-
ported entries of huge cash de-
posits in cooperative banks.
DH News Service

ED notice to Apex Bank
on cash deposits in coops
Seeks details of accounts in DCC banks in 6 districtsBENGALURU: Senior BJP

leader Jagadish Shettar on
Tuesday said the state govern-
ment has transferred IAS offi-
cerSubodhYadavfromthepost
of secretary, Karnataka Public
ServiceCommission(KPSC),as
hetriedtousher intransparen-
cy in the recruiting body.

Speaking to reporters in
Bengaluru, Shettar, who is the
Leader of the Opposition in the
Legislative Assembly, charged
the government with blatantly
indulging in corruption and
shunting out officers who try
to curb illegal activities.

Th former chief minister ac-
cused the government of deny-
ing permission to investigation
agencies to prosecute corrupt
officers. “The government is
shielding the corrupt. The gov-
ernment has not processed re-
quest for prosecution sanction
inasmanyas100cases,”hesaid.

He also accused the govern-
ment of misusing the Criminal
Investigation Department to
get a clean chit for ministers
K J George and Tanveer Sait.
DH News Service

Subodhousted
fromKPSCas
hetriedto
cleanseit:BJP

BAGALKOT: Ateam,headedby
Jamkhandi deputy superinten-
dent of police Ramanagowda
Hatti, has been formed to in-
vestigate the complaint lodged
by the woman involved in the
sex scam that led to the resig-
nation of H Y Meti as minister.

The woman had filed a com-
plaint at the Navanagar police
station on December 17, saying
that DAR constable Subhash
Mugalakhod, BJP leaders
Ashok Lagaloti, Siddalinga
Abalakatti and Maruti Mira-
jkar, who runs a travel and
courier business, had forced
her to give a statement against
the minister.

However, the police are still
mulling over taking up the in-
vestigationasthecasehasbeen
handed over to the CID.
DH News Service
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BENGALURU: Union Minister
for Textiles Smriti Zubin Irani
on Tuesday said, to diversify
the apparel sector, silk
should become unisex fabric.

The notion that silk is meant
onlyforwomenshouldchange,
the minister said at the launch
of indigenous automatic reel-
ing machine and inauguration
of the Centre of Excellence for
Training at the Central Silk
Board here.

She said scientists, officials
andmarketingteamsshouldsit
togetherandfindoutnewareas
forbetterutilisationofsilk.She
said a meeting would be held
in New Delhi in the third week
of January 2017, to discuss the
proposaltobringsilkunderthe
new textile policy.

Smriti made out a case for
digitisation of the silk sector.
“Digitisation would help track
the availability of raw materi-
als in the textile sector, bene-
fiting people who work in an
unorganised manner,” she
said.

She felt that the digitisation
would also eradicate middle-
men. A mobile application ‘E-
Dhaga’ has been launched in
Hindi, English and Urdu. The
app will soon be launched in

Kannada, Urdu, Bengali and
Assamese, she said.

Smriti said that an outreach
programme was required for
cocoon producers so that the
government can provide them
somesupport.Shefelt theneed
to create clusters of silk grow-
ers under the outreach pro-
gramme and, reaching out to
areas where silk production is
possible.

Union Minister for Statis-
tics and Programme Imple-
mentation, D V Sadananda
Gowda, highlighted the plight
of silk growers saying that the
Karnataka government has
not done enough to protect
the interest of people in the
silk industry. “Of the 14,000
metric tonnes of silk pro-
duced in the country, 9,000
metric tonnes is contributed
by Karnataka alone. I request
the chief minister to give
more attention to silk grow-
ers and weavers. More train-
ing programmes need to be
conducted for silk farmer”
said Gowda.

On the occasion, 16 officials
were felicitated for their exem-
plary services in thefield of ser-
iculture.
DH News Service

Silk should become unisex fabric: Smriti

Union Minister for Textiles Smriti Zubin Irani, Union Minister
for Statistics and Programme Implementation, D V Sadanan-
da Gowda and Union Minister of State for Textiles Ajay Tamta
at the launch of CSTRI indigenous automatic silk reeling
machine and inauguration of Centre of Excellence for Train-
ing, at Central Silk Board in Bengaluru on Tuesday. DH PHOTO

BENGALURU, DHNS: Colonis-
ing Mars is the best option
available to tackle increasing
world population, said Prof U
R Rao, space scientist and for-
mer chairman of Isro.

Speaking at the annual con-
ference of the Karnataka Sci-
enceandTechnologyAcademy

(KSTA) here on Tuesday, Prof
Rao said that landing on Mars
would be possible in the next
fiveto10years.“Theplanetcan
easily be made livable for at
least a hundred thousand peo-
ple. It will take 500 to 600
years to make the planet hab-
itable,” explained Prof Rao.

RespondingtoProfRao’s re-
questto increasethebudgetary
allocation for the KSTA from
Rs 2 crore to Rs 6 crore, Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah, who
inaugurated the conference,
said that he had asked officials
to draw up a proposal to
increase the budget.

Meghana Choukkar

BENGALURU, DHNS: High
school students in remote vil-
lagesofKarnatakawillsoonget
a chance to explore planets,
galaxies and the universe right
on their school premises.

Mobile planetaria will go
from school to school as part
of a project by the Department
of Science and Technology.

Bringing the stars to the stu-
dents will be customised vans
carryingdomesandtelescopes.
One van will travel in each of
the four revenue divisions over
a period of three years.

“Students will be viewing
shows in Kannada about the
sun, stars, universe, man land-
ing on the moon and so on. The
content is based on their syl-
labus,”a scientific officer of the
Karnataka Science and Tech-
nology Promotion Society
(KSTePS)said.KSTePSwill im-
plement the project with the
help of Varnaaz Technologies.
They will be in charge of
procuring the van and equip-
ment and running the service.
The project cost for three years
is estimated at Rs five crore.

“It is not possible to set up a
mini-planetarium in every dis-
trict because each one costs
about Rs six crore to Rs 10
crore. With the mobile unit, we
will be able to give children in

rural Karnataka first-hand ex-
posure to matters of the uni-
verse,” said M R Seetharam,
Minister for Science and Tech-
nology. Inthenextthreetofour
months, four vans will be sent
out to different divisions.

“I will discuss with the prin-
cipal secretary and deputy di-
rectors of public instruction
(DDPIs) to come up with a
standard format so that all stu-
dents get the benefit,” he said.
The domes will be set up using
a digital projector. The soft-
ware being used has the facility
to create shows and display the

live sky, both day and night, of
any part of the world. The pre-
senter is being extensively
trained to conduct the shows
and engage students. The van
is self-sufficient with a solar
UPS (uninterrupted power
supply), GPS tracking and
bathroom facility for the driver
and instructor. The dome can
accommodate 30 to 40 stu-
dents at a time. This week, one
van will be sent to Chikkabal-
lapur as part of a pilot project
overtwomonths.Afterthis, the
first van will go to the Hyder-
abad-Karnataka region.

Mobile planetaria to unveil the
universe for kids in villages

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah, Bengaluru Development Minis-
ter K J George, Science and Technology Minister M R
Seetharam and others get a first-hand experience of a mobile
planetarium during its inauguration at the annual conference
of the Karnataka Science and Technology Academy in Ben-
galuru on Tuesday. DH PHOTO

‘Mars landing possible in 5-10 yrs’


