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Rainfall 0.2 mm

Humidity 72 pc

Sunrise 6.08 am

Sunset 6.39 pm

Moonrise 6.40 pm

Moonset 5.49 am
(Relevant data recorded at 5.30 pm.

Source: IMD)

City weather
FORECAST: Generally cloudy.
TEMPERATURES

Maximum 28.2 C

Minimum 19.9 C

Female staff of corporates tobe
sensitised to sexual harassment laws
Seven firmsevince interest inwomen’shelpline initiative

In different hues

A girl looks at Rakhis displayed at a shop on
Avenue Road Cross on the eve of Raksha
Bandhan on Wednesday. DH PHOTO

BENGALURU, DHNS: Chief
MinisterSiddaramaiahwill flag
off the new buses purchased by
the KSRTC (Karnataka Road
Transport Corporation), in-
tending to operate them as city
service in districts, on Thurs-
day.

The new 637 buses will be
equipped with rearview cam-
eras, panic button for drivers
to use in case of emergency,
CCTV cameras, ramp facility
for the physically challenged,
among others.

Union Urban Development
Minister M Venkaiah Naidu,
Transport Minister Ramalinga
Reddy will take part in the for-
mal programme, to be held in
front of Vidhana Soudha.

The chief minister will also
lay a foundation stone for sev-
eral development works, in-
cluding the new bus terminal
to be constructed at Kalasi-
palya at a cost of Rs 60 crore,
BMTC’s new bus depot in An-
janapura and employees’quar-
ters at Gunjur.

CM to flag off 637 new
KSRTC buses today

BENGALURU: Namma Metro
travellers looking to board
outbound trains at the Kran-
tivira Sangolli Rayanna
(Bengaluru City) railway sta-
tion can expect a hassle-free
entry as an under-construc-
tion bridge connecting the
Metro station with the rail-
way station will be ready in
six months.

At present, Metro users
struggle to navigate their way
to the railway station in the ab-
sence of signage and direc-
tions.

They often depend on fellow
passengers or security staff to
reach the railway station or
trace the unreserved ticket
counter.

Ready by 6 months
N S Sridhar Murthy, senior di-
visional commercial manager,
South Western Railway, Ben-
galuru division, told Deccan
Herald that the bridge would
be ready in six months as fin-
ishing touches were being to it.

Once ready, the bridge will

have counter(s) for unreserved
andplatformtickets, theofficial
added.

The 100-metre-long bridge
will connect the foot over-
bridge on platform number 10
of the railway station with the
Metro station located in
Okalipuram.

From there, travellers can
reach any platform of the rail-
way station.

Difficult to reach station
A security guard at the Metro
station said newcomers to Ben-
galuru often found it difficult
to reach the railway station af-
ter alightingfromMetro.Guid-
ing the travellers is not easy for
the security staff either, espe-
cially during peak hours.

People coming out of the
railway station face a similar
problem in reaching the Metro
station in the absence of sig-
nage. Sudhakar, a regular rail
traveller, said the bridge would
help first-time visitors to Ben-
galuru.
DH News Service

Meghana Choukkar

BENGALURU: Starting from
September, Vanitha Sahaya-
vani (VSV), the women’s
helpline and counselling
centre, will be conducting
workshops and awareness
programmes in corporate
companies for the benefit of
their large women work-
force.

The centre, which works out
oftheofficeoftheCommission-
er of Police on Infantry Road,
is run by the Bengaluru City
Police and NGO Parihar and it
receives hundreds of calls
everydayontheirhelpline1091.
“We handle many cases of

abuse against working women
daily. We felt that it was neces-
sary to give women informa-
tion about the legal aspect and
also train them to face adverse
situations,” said Rani Shetty
who is in-charge of the centre.

She gave an example of a
case in which VSV had inter-
vened.Awomanwasbeingsex-
ually harassed in the office by
her boss. When she stood up
against him, she was humiliat-
ed and threatened that unless
she handed in her resignation
letter,she would not be allowed
to leave the office premises.
The quick-thinking woman
went to the restroom and
called up the helpline.

“Immediately, we sent our
unit along with women police
officers. She was rescued and
the boss was taken to the police
station.” Shetty said.

Besides female employees,
VSVencouragestheirmalecol-
leagues, employers, staff and
even their cab drivers to attend
the workshop for sensitisation.

Existing laws to protect
women from sexual harass-
ment at work, at home and in
public will be discussed. The
workshops will cover topics
such as rape, stalking, eve-teas-
ing,cyber crimesandlegalcon-
sequences of live-in relation-
ships. VSV is also tying up with
self-defence trainers to give ba-
sic training for women to be
able to protect themselves.

Two-day event
Seven companies with about
1,000 employees each have

shown interest in the initiative.
Companies can choose the du-
ration of the sessions based on
their convenience from one-

hour sessions to two-day com-
prehensive programmes with
group activities and practical
training.

Surabhi Anantha, a corpo-

rate employee said though she
has been working for a while
now, she does not know the
rules to protect women from
sexualharassmentatthework-
place. “I have heard about a
helpline but I don’t know the
number. We have not had such
workshops in my company
while I have been here so such
an initiative would really be
welcome.”

Though VSV has held such
workshopsbefore,nowtheywill
be conducted on a larger scale.
“Womenhavetherighttoasafe
environment at work and it is
the duty of the employer to en-
sure this.”Shetty added. Work-
shops will also be conducted in
colleges with topics relevant to
students being discussed.

For queries, contact the cen-
tre at 080-22202570 or mail
pariharfcc.vsv@gmail.com.
DH News Service

RANI SHETTY,
IN-CHARGE OF
VANITHA SAHAYAVANI
CENTRE: We handle
many cases of abuse
against working
women daily. We felt
that it was necessary
to give women infor-
mation about the legal
aspect and also train
them to face adverse
situations.
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In 6 months, Metro travellers to get gateway to City rail station

This bridge under construction will connect the Metro station with the Krantivira Sangolli Rayanna railway station.DH PHOTO
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