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BENGALURU:Thedepart-
mentofHigherEducation
haswrittena letter to the
Vice-ChancellorofVis-
vesvarayaTechnological
University (VTU),asking
himtotakeappropriate
actionagainst itsaffiliate
Bangalore InstituteofTech-
nology(BIT) ina2015case
ofcollectingexcess fee from
astudent.

The letter dated August 23
from the Principal Secretary
(Higher Education) asks VTU
totakeactionbasedonareport
submitted to the government
by the chairmanof theAdmis-
sion Overseeing Committee,
whichhas the authority to rec-
ommendactionagainstinstitu-

tions which violate admission
procedures.

Thecaseisfromthe2015ad-
mission year when a student
whohadgotadmissionthrough
CommonEntranceTestinBIT
wanted to surrender her seat,
butwasforcedtopaytheentire
coursefeeofRs68,580.

“The student got admission
in a medical college. So, she
wantedtogiveupherengineer-
ing seat. The college, however,
refused to return her original
documents till shepaid the fee
for theremaining threeyears,”
asourceinthecommitteesaid.
As the studentwas surrender-
ing after the last date, the col-
legewasnotrequiredtorefund
the amount paid for the first
year. However, they were not
entitled to collect fee for the

remaining three years. Out of
desperationtoretrievethedoc-
uments, the parents paid the
amount demanded by the col-
lege. Later, they made a com-
plaintwiththecommittee.The
then chairman issued a notice
to thecollege,but thecasewas
forgottenwhenhistermended.

‘Noresponse’
Present chairman, retired
judgeJusticeAnandByrared-
dy took up the case again. “I
issued a notice to the college,
asking them to refund the fee
with interest. There was no
response from them. Later,
theysaidthepersondelegated
to respond had not done so.
They tried to justify charging
extra fee despite regulations
against it,”hesaid.

Regulations of the Univer-
sityGrantsCommission(UGC)
say colleges are not allowed to
withhold original documents
ofstudentsorforcethemtopay
theentirecoursefee.

Earlier this month, Justice
Byrareddy submitted a report
to the government, recom-
mending that the college be
askedtopaydoublethecollect-
edfee,alongwithaninterestof
18%perannum.

The letter toVTU, a copy of
which DH has obtained, asks
theuniversitytoimplementthe
recommendations of the com-
mittee.

Ithasalsoasked fora report
ontheactiontaken,tobesentto
the committee and the higher
educationdepartment.
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Actagainstcollegeoverexcessfees,VTUtold

BENGALURU: The Food and
Civil Supplies department is
planning toprovide foodgrain
to Public Distribution System
(PDS) beneficiaries in packed
bags inabidtoensuretheyget
therightquantityofcommodi-
ties.

Speaking to reporters in
Bengaluru, Food and Civil
SuppliesMinisterUTKhader
said the move will check tam-
pering of weights by the fair
price shop owners. The move
is likely to cost the state gov-
ernment an additional Rs 150
crore.

The system of providing
foodgrain in bags has been
introduced in Tamil Nadu but
landed into controversy after
the Election Commission of
India took objection to the
printing of pictures of former
chief minister J Jayalalitha on
thebagsaheadoftheassembly
polls in thestate.
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BENGALURU: Air Traffic Con-
trollers(ATCs)manningflight
operations at Devanahalli,
HAL, Jakkur, Yelahanka and
Hubballi onTuesday said they
willnotinterferewiththestate
government’s cloud seeding
project.

TheRs35-croreprojectwas
facingairclearanceissuesever
since itwas formally launched
on August 21 by the Rural De-
velopment andPanchayatRaj
(RDPR)department.

Ameetingwasheldbetween
theATCsandAdditionalChief
Secretary-cum-Development
Commissioner T M Vijay
Bhaskar to iron out differenc-
es. “The ATCs have assured
thattherewillnotbeanyprob-
lems from their end for cloud
seeding,”RDPRchiefengineer
(rural water supply) Prakash
Kumarsaid.
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Amanremovesrainwater thatgushed intohishomein
SarayPalya,Thanisandra,onTuesday.DHPHOTO

FathimaLayoutresidents
losesleepoverrainwater
DarshanDevaiahBP

BENGALURU:Residentsof
FathimaLayoutandDe-
fenceLayout inThanisan-
dra,NorthBengaluru,have
beenwakingupwithrain-
watergushing into their
homesfor thepast20days.
Thishasbeenhappening
formanyyearsnow.

The Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike (BBMP)
has done little to address the
problem. “For the past 20
years, we have been facing
a lot of problems during the
rainy season. The authori-
ties havebeenof nohelp.We
complain to the BBMP every
year, but nothing has done,”
Prabhakar,aresident, said.

NohelpfromBBMP
With no help coming from
the BBMP, residents took it
upon themselves to fix the
problem by paying out of
theirownpocket.

Imtiyaz Ahmad, of Fathi-
ma Layout, said: “Last year,
we pooled some money, got
an earthmover and cleaned

up the mess on the road and
thedrain.Thisisthejobofthe
BBMP.Thisyear,werequest-
edtheauthoritiestosolvethe
problem but they are yet to
turnup,”hesaid.

The civic body showed
someresponseonlyafterresi-
dents went to its head office
andcomplainedtothemayor
and the commissioner on
Monday.

Thanisandra corporator
MamathaKMand theward-
levelengineervisitedtheplan
onTuesday.

Fixingproblem
Dharamsingh, executive en-
gineer, BBMP, claimed that
theyhadbeenaddressingthe
waterloggingproblem.

“Wehaveworkedcontinu-
ouslytopreventwaterlogging
in the area. Being a low-lying
area, rainwater easily goes
intohomes,”hesaidandadd-
ed that Fathima Layout was
an unauthorised residential
colony.

Thanisandra corporator
was not available for com-
ment.
DHNewsService

BENGALURU,DHNS:The
annual feastof theNativity
ofBlessedVirginMarywas
inauguratedat theStMary’s
Basilica inShivajinagaron
Tuesdayevening.

Thousandsofdevoteesfrom
all over the state attended the
ceremony.ArchbishopRever-
end Dr Bernard Moras inau-
gurated the nine-day Novena
whichwill lead totheStMary’s
FeastonSeptember8.

“Lakhsofpeoplecomehere,
irrespective of their caste,
creed and religion to take the
blessingsofMotherMary.Peo-
pleevencomehereonfootbe-
causeheretheywillbetouched
and healed by Mother Mary,”
the Archbishop said while ad-
dressingthegathering.

Devotees, old and young,
evensickanddisabled,attend-
ed the prayers and waited ex-
pectantly for the flaghoisting.

The archbishop conducted
prayers before the statue of
MotherMary,whowasdraped
in a blue saree andBaby Jesus

inherarmswasalsodressedin
blue. During the feast, the at-
tire is changed several times a
daysincemanydevoteesbring
clothes as gifts. The archbish-
op addressed the gathering in
Tamil, Kannada and English
after which sermons were de-
livered inthese languages.

Benga l u ru Deve l op -

ment Minister K J George
was the chief guest on the
occasion.“We cannot do any-
thing without the blessings of
God.We have the responsibil-
ity to take care of people who
are inneed.Letuspray for the
Lord’s blessings. The Anna
Bhagya scheme has helped
manypeople,”Georgesaid.

Devoteesgatherat theflaghoistingandannual feastof
St Mary’sBasilicaatShivajinagaronTuesday.DHPHOTO

AnnualSaintMary’s feastbegins

BENGALURU: The High Court
of Karnataka on Tuesday
stayed the cancellation of
tenders issued against Civic
International Social Service
Organisationformaintenance
of toiletsnearMysuruPalace.

Theorganisationhadmoved
the court contending that the
government had cancelled
their tender without issuing
them any notice. Hearing the
petition, Justice A S Bopanna
allowed the organisation to
continue with the tender for
thetimebeing,directingthem
tomaintaincleanliness.
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BENGALURU: The police have
arrested three rowdies on the
charge of assaulting a police
sub-inspector inDJHalli.

The arrested have been
identified as Nadeem and his
two associates, Wasim and
Imran. Nadeem is involved in
cases ofmurders, attempts to
murder, robberyanddacoity.

Nadeem triggered drama
in front of a private news
channel office in Richmond
Townby attempting to slit his
throat during the wee hours
of Monday . He claimed that
the police were behind him
andwantedtokillhiminafake
encounter. The police rushed

to the spot onbeing informed
anddetainedNadeem.Wasim
and Imran were moving in a
MUV when a CCB team
chased them in Chickkajala.
Police had to open fire when
the duo attacked with knife
anddagger.

Nadeem and his two asso-
ciates Waseem and Imran,
assaulted Nayaz Ahmad, the
sub-inspector attached to DJ
Halli on the night of August
24.

He had plotted an attack
onhis rival gang leaderUmar
and was waiting for him on
ShampuraMainRoad.
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Threerowdiesheldfor
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