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Inbrief

The price of cooking gas was
hiked by Rs 4.50 per cylin-
der on Wednesday, the 19th
increase in rates since July
2016 when the government
decided to eliminate subsidy
on it by raising prices every
month.

LPG price up by
Rs 4.50 a cylinder

BENGALURU, DHNS: In
preparation for online
delivery of question papers
in the future, the Depart-
ment of Pre-University
Education (DPUE) will be
creating a question bank for
all subjects of the Science,
Commerce, and Humanities
streams.

The question bank will be
exhaustive and cover every
subject of both first and
second year PUC.

It will have a variety of
one-mark, two-mark and
five-mark questions. Just
as in the final examina-

QuestionbankofPUsubjectssoon
MeghanaChoukkar

RAICHUR/BENGALURU:Days
after sending commuters
intopanic over anewban
onpillion riders onbikes
under 100cc engine capac-
ity, the state government on
Wednesday said the relevant
rulewouldbe amendedas a
relief to bikers.

Speaking at thedistrict
police paradeground in
Raichur, TransportMinister
HMRevannapromised
necessary action allowing
registrationof below 100cc
bikes andpillion riding.
“Section 143/3ofKarnataka
MotorVehiclesAct, 1989will
be amended,” he said.

According to the rule, no
pillion seat shall be attached
to amotorcyclewith engine
below 100cc capacity.

“The institute responsible
for ensuring automobile
safety has allowedpillion rid-
ers onbikes below 100cc ca-
pacity. Senior officials have
alreadyproposed tomodify
the rule banningpillion
riders onbikes below50cc. I
will hold anothermeeting to
seewhetherwe candoaway
with the rule against pillion
riders,” theminister told DH.
»100cc,Page2

Pillion riders
banon
under 100cc
bikes to go

NEWDELHI, DHNS: From Cau-
very in Karnataka to Yamuna
in Delhi, big Indian rivers are
reservoirs of antibiotic resist-
antbacteria,exposingmillions
toincreasedhealthrisks,notes
anewgovernmentreport.

Multiple studies carriedout
on Cauvery water samples
highlighted the seriousness of
theproblem in southernparts

of thecountry.
There are also studies on

the Ganga, Yamuna and a few
otherrivers,whichredflagthe
increased risks during the fes-
tiveseason whenmillionstake
aholydip.

In a 2015 study on the Cau-
very, 100% of E.coli (bacteria)
isolateswerefoundtoberesist-
anttothird-generationcepha-

losporins.
The researchers collected

283 river water samples in
2011-2012anddiscovered that
cent per cent of the bugs iso-
lated from the samples were
resistant to Ampicillin and
Cefotaxime, while 75% were
resistant toCiprofloxacin.

Carried out by scientists at
IndianInstituteofScienceand

Dayanand Sagar Institutions,
both in Bengaluru, Cauvery
water samples were collected
from10hotspots –Talakaveri,
Napoklu bridge, Kaveri Nisar-
gadhama, Balmurikshetra,
Ranganathittu, Srirangapa-
tna,Nanjangud,TNarasipura
(Kapila), T Narasipura (Cau-
very)andTalakadu.
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Big rivers seaofdrug-resistantbacteria

LUCKNOW,DHNS:Asmanyas
20 labourerswerekilledand
over100 injured inablast
inaboilerpipeataNational
ThermalPowerCorpora-
tion (NTPC)plant inUttar
Pradesh’sRaebarelidistrict,
about125kmfromhere,on
Wednesday.

According to sources, the
number of casualties may in-
crease as many labourers suf-
fered serious burns and are
stated to be critical. District
officials confirmed 20 deaths,
though unofficial sources put
thedeathtollat22.

Sources said that the blast
occurred around 3.30 pm in
the ash pipe of the 500 MW
undertrial sixth unit at the
NTPC plant situated in Un-
chahar of the district. Around
200 labourers were working
at the unit when the incident
occurred.

NTPC said in a statement
that hot flue gases and steam
that gushed out of an opening

20dead,100hurt inNTPCboilerblast
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uExhaustivequestion
bank for all Science, Com-
merceandArts subjects
uTobeused to set instant

questionpapers,makeex-
ams leak-proof
uCET,NEET, questionbank
also tobecreated
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Foolproofmeasure

tion, there will be a mix
of understanding-based,
knowledge-based, skill-
based and application-based
questions.

“Our students have a habit
of only studying from the
questions at the end of the
chapter. If they havemore
questions to practice with,

it will build their confidence
and they will be better pre-
pared to face examinations,”
said C Shikha, director,
DPUE.

Subject experts have been
identified and a prelimi-
nary meeting was held on
October 24. Committees
have been formed for

every subject, each with a
chairperson, a reviewer, and
several members. Specific
topics and chapters have
been assigned to members
from which they will pre-
pare questions.

The bank will be ready by
the end of December and
hosted on the department’s
website. “Usually students
refer guide books but they
are not always of good
quality. Since the depart-
ment is preparing this with
help from experts, it will be
validated and there will be
proof of quality,” an official
involved in the project said.
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NEWDELHI,DHNS:TheSu-
premeCourtonWednesday
askedtheUniongovern-
ment tosetupspecial courts
for“utmostexpeditious
disposal”ofcases involving
politicians.

It said the problem of
criminalisation of politics
can be solved by setting up
special courts under a central
scheme, on the lines of fast-
trackcourts.

“This would be in the inter-
est of the nation,” a bench of
Justices Ranjan Gogoi and
NavinSinhasaid,whiledirect-
ing the Union government
to present within six weeks a
scheme, including allocation
of funds for such courts, to try
politiciansexclusively.

Hearing a PIL for a lifetime
ban on convicted politicians,
the court accepted a plea by
Additional Solicitor General
A S Nadkarni, representing
the Union government, that
the Centre was not averse to
setting up special courts to

Setupspecial
courtsfortainted
politicians:SC
‘Cansolvecriminalisationofpolitics’

nPILbyBJP leader chal-
lenges six-yearbarunder
Sec8Aof theRPAct for
convictedpoliticians from
contestingpolls
nECsupportsplea for life-
timebanonconvicts
nLawCommissionhasalso
recommended for it
nCentre says it is yet to take
decisionon theEC’s rec-
ommendation
nCentreopposespleaon

legal principlebut agrees
for expeditiousdisposal of
casesagainst politicians
nCentre says ready to set up
special courts to try
politicians
nSCasksCentre toplace
schemeonspecial courts
before it
nApexcourt says special
courtson the linesof fast-
track courts canbe setup
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Contentiousissue

NEW YORK, AFP: A pickup
driver killed eight people in
NewYorkonTuesday,mowing
down cyclists and pedestrians
in the city’s first deadly “act
of terror” since September 11,
2001.

Elevenotherswere serious-
ly hurt when the truck driver
struck in broad daylight just
blocks from the 9/11 Memo-
rial,ontheWestSideofLower
Manhattan, close to schools
as children and their parents
geared up to celebrate Hal-
loween.

“This was an act of terror
and a particularly cowardly
actofterroraimedatinnocent

civilians, aimed at people go-
ing about their lives who had
no idea what was about to hit
them,” said Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio. Police shot the 29-year-
oldsuspect,SayfulloSaipov, in
the abdomenafter he crashed
into a school bus and exited
his pickup truck, brandishing
paintball and pellet guns. He
remains in custody but is ex-
pectedtosurvivetheshooting.

“He’s a depraved coward is
what he is, and he was asso-
ciated with ISIS, and he was
radicaliseddomestically,”New
York State Governor Andrew
CuomotoldCNN.

The Uzbek citizen living in

Tampa, Florida, had recently
been staying in New Jersey,
where the truck was rented,
reports said.President Don-
ald Trump denounced him as
“very sick” and a “deranged
person.”

Confronting what could
be the most serious terror-
related incident since taking
power less thanayearago, the
Republican commander-in-
chief announced that he had
ordered the Department of
Homeland Security to step
up his “extreme vetting pro-
gram”on foreign travellers to
thecountry.
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Truckerkills8 inNYterrorattack

SmokebillowsoutafteraboilerblastatNTPC’sUnchahar
PowerPlant inRaebarelidistrictofUttarPradeshon
Wednesday.PTI

impactedseveralpeoplework-
ing there. Several labourers
are reportedly missing after
the incident.

The injured have been
rushedtohospitalsatRaebare-
li, Lucknow and Allahabad.

The hospitals have been put
onalert andambulanceswere
rushed to the spot from the
nearby districts to ferry the
injured.

A team of the National Dis-
asterReliefForce (NDRF)has

also been rushed to the site to
assist in the relief and rescue
operations.Thepremiseshave
been sealed off and the entry
ofoutsidershasbeenbanned.

A large number of people,
mainly the kin of the labour-
ers,hadassembledoutsidethe
NTPCplant in thehopeofget-
ting information about their
near and dear ones, sources
said.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath, who
wasvisitingMauritius,hasan-
nounced an ex gratia of Rs 2
lakheachtothenextof thekin
of thedeceased.

UttarPradeshHealthMinis-
ter Siddharth Nath Singh said
that beds have been reserved
at the hospitals in the state
capital for the injured, who
were being ferried from the
plant. A high-level probe has
beenorderedintotheincident,
UttarPradeshPowerMinister
ShrikantSharmasaid.
»Relatedreport,Page7

Investigators inspecta truckwhichploughed intopedestrians inLowerManhattan.AFP

conduct expeditious trial of
cases against politicians, MPs
andMLAs.

The court was informed
that as many as 1,581 cases in-
volving MPs and MLAs were
pending, as per the election
affidavits filed by candidates
in2014.

It directed the Union gov-
ernment to place on record
as to how many of those cases

were disposed of within a pe-
riod of one year as per aprevi-
ousdirectionoftheapexcourt
onMarch10,2014,orresulted
inconvictionandacquittaland
reasonsthereof.

It also sought to know how
many other cases were regis-
tered against former and sit-
ting MPs and MLAs between
2014and2017.
»Courts,Page7


