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BENGALURU:BengaluruDr
BRAmbedkarSchoolof
Economics (BASE),which
wasproposedonthe lines
of theLondonSchoolof
Economics,willbegin its
maidenacademicsessionon
August28with its firstbatch
ofstudents in theBachelor
ofScience (Honours) in
Economics.

The institute is still in the
making but the course struc-
ture and syllabus are almost
ready and admission of stu-
dents has been completed.
Thefirstbatchwillhave31girls
and19boys,whowereselected
after holding a Common En-
tranceTest (CET).
Dr R S Deshpande, former

director of Institute for So-
cial and Economic Change
(ISEC), is the in-charge direc-
tor of BASE. He said that the
syllabus was framed keeping
inmindthat thecourseshould
produce the best economists.
“We will be having visiting
faculty from Bengaluru and
other cities. They will be sea-
soned, senior-most profes-
sors, both retired and work-
ing elsewhere,” he said. For
example, he said, on August
31, distinguished economist
Prof Anjan Mukherji will be
taking a session for students

onmicroeconomics.
The government is also in-

viting former prime minister
andeconomistDrManmohan
Singhtodeliveralecturetothe
students, most likely on Sep-
tember 5, which is celebrated
asTeachers’Day.
Students will be taught

by professors from the alma
mater of Dr B R Ambedkar,
London School of Economics
(LSE).ChiefExecutiveOfficer
of BASE, M B Dyaberi, said,
“We have an understanding
with LSE for professors from
there to come here as visiting
faculty. We will be writing to
them soon to ask when they
can come and for what dura-
tion.”

The institute has also hired
some postgraduate and PhD
scholars to be tutors to guide
students, conduct group
discussions and other activi-
ties.
Until the new campus is

ready, BASEwill function out
of the building of the Depart-
ment of Visual Arts on the
Jnanabharathi campus. Pay-
ing guest accommodationhas

been arranged for students
abouttwokilometresfromthe
campus and transport facili-
tieswillbeprovided.
“It is an intensive course.

Classes will be held from
9 am to 5.30 pm. Activities
will be conducted even after
college hours, that is why we
havemade it a residential pro-
gramme,”Dyaberi said.
DHNewsService
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Economicsschooltobeginits
1stacademicsessiononAug28
Maidenbatchwillhave31girls, 19boyspickedthroughCET
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Hopesandapprehensions
The first batch of students and their parents have high
hopes from the course andhave taken admissions de-
spite apprehensions about the fledgling institute.
One student had already taken admission in a private

college in the city for aBAbut she has given up that seat
in favour of BASE.Her parents even consulted econo-
mists onwhetherBASEwould be a goodbet.
“There is a risk involved but every institute has an in-

cubation period. EvenNational LawSchool of IndiaUni-
versity (NLSIU) started in a small building andnow it is
a premier institution for law. This course could either be
ordinary or excellent andwe thought it was a riskworth
taking,” her father said.
They liked the syllabus presented to themas it has

subjects fromother disciplines, internships andprojects.
After comparisonwith otherEconomics courses, they
concluded that thiswas the best option.
Dyaberi said that studentswere keen onBASEas there

are few colleges in the countrywhich offer such a course.
“This is only the second institution in South Indiawhich
offers aBachelor of SciencewithHonours inEconomics.
Other institutes offer aBachelor ofArts. This course fo-
cusesmore onMathematics andStatistics,” he said.
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Highlightsof
BScHonours
inEconomics
n3years, 6 semesters
nResidential programme
nFour-week internship
nTotal credits: 156
Subjects:
nMacroeconomics
nMicroeconomics
nEconometrics
nMathematics forEconomics
nPhilosophyandEthics
n IndianConstitution
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BENGALURU:Thegovernment
isallsettolaunchfivemobile
planetariumsthatwilltravel
acrossthestatetoprovidean
immersive,digitalexperi-
enceofspaceforstudents
ofgovernmenthighschools
andpre-universitycolleges.
ChiefMinisterSiddaramaiah
will flagoff theprojecton
August23.
“Thisisthefirstsuchproject

in India where a planetarium
is taken to the doorsteps of
schools,”Minister for Science
&TechnologyMRSeetharam
said. Two mobile units will
be deployed in the Belagavi
revenuedivisionandoneeach
in Bengaluru, Mysuru and
Kalaburagidivisions.
“Each unit, with a capac-

ity to seat 30-40 students,will
recreate the opto-mechanical
projection that theJawaharlal
Nehru Planetariumuses in its
popular Sky Theatre, where
visuals of planets in the Solar
System are projected on a
dome. Each showwill last 25-

30 minutes accompanied by
narration. “The idea is to take
theplanetariumexperienceto
students in rural schools, who
can only dream of visiting the
Jawaharlal Nehru Planetar-
ium in Bengaluru. By Febru-
ary 2018, we hope to cover all
schools. By March, the units
will be made available for
public exhibition,”Seetharam
said.
Theprojectwasfirstpiloted

inChikkaballapur,Gauribida-
nurandBagepallitalukswhere
a mobile unit covered 10,500
students in 33 government
high schools. The Science
& Technology department
decided to scale it up after re-
ceiving an overwhelming re-
sponse,Seetharamsaid.City-
basedVarnaazTechnologies,
which designed the mobile
units, will be responsible for
their upkeep for three years.

LAD funds
Unused fundsunder theKar-
nataka Legislators’ Local

Area Development Scheme
(KLLADS) have been real-
located to meet infrastruc-
tureneeds in theHyderabad-
Karnataka region, said
Seetharam, who also holds
theplanningandprogramme
implementation portfolio.
“WehavereallocatedRs220

croretotheRuralDevelopment

andPanchayatRajdepartment,
Rs50lakhforeachtalukforthe
Education department and
Rs 1 crore per taluk for the Ir-
rigation department,”he said,
adding that about Rs 80
crore was left out of Rs 600
crore earmarked under KL-
LADS.
DHNewsService

Mobileplanetariumstogiverural
kidsdigital spaceexperience

Eachunit,withacapacity toseat30-40students,will recreate
theopto-mechanicalprojectionthat theJawaharlalNehru
Planetariumuses in itspopularSkyTheatre.

BENGALURU:TheHighCourt
of Karnataka on Monday
directed the Department of
Food and Civil Supplies and
Consumer Affairs to extend
by two weeks the deadline to
link Aadhaar number with
APL ration cards.
A division bench of Chief

Justice S K Mukherjee and
Justice P S Dinesh Kumar
gave the ruling on a PIL filed
by Dayananda Poojari, a
resident of Mangaluru. He
argued that while the court
had directed the department
to extend the deadline to
link Aadhaar number with
APL ration cards, the coun-
terswereclosed thenextday.
Hepointedout that thede-

partment had stopped the
distributionof rationwithout
linking their Aadhaar num-
ber.
DHNews Service
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BENGALURU:TheHighCourt
of Karnataka on Monday
permitted the Indian Nurs-
ing Council (INC) to publish
a list of institutions recog-
nised by it.
In an interim order, a di-

vision bench comprising
Chief Justice S K Mukher-
jee and Justice P S Dinesh
Kumar directed INC to go
ahead and publish the list
of the institutions which
had got recognition from
them.

Appeal
The division bench was hear-
ing an appeal filed by Adi-
chunchanagiri College of
Nursing and 29 other nursing
colleges who had challenged
a single bench order, which
had said that INC has no au-
thority to grant recognition to
institutionsimpartingnursing
course.
The bench, however, re-

fused to grant stay on the
complete order of the sin-
gle bench. The appellants
had moved the cou r t
contending that the Indian
Nursing Council has the
authority to grant recogni-
tion to nursing colleges in
thestate.
The bench has ordered no-

tice to the state government
andINCinthematter.
DHNewsService

Nursing
Council can
post college
details on
website

BENGALURU, DHNS:Toprovide
first aid to a large number of
peoplefreeofcharge,Transport
MinisterRRamalingaReddyon
MondaylaunchedaMassCasu-
alty RescueWagon,which has
beendevelopedbyGoldenHour
Association in associationwith
Karnataka State Road Trans-
portCorporation(KSRTC).
The wagon will rush to

the accident spot within an
hour and give first aid to the
injured. This vehicle can

transport around 10 severely
injuredpeopleand10slightly
injured people. The wagon
will also have around eight
stretchers, andoxygen filling
equipment.
Thevanwillhavefirstaidkits,

medicine and doctors. The ve-
hiclewillwork round the clock.
“By 2050, WHO has sought
reduction of the number of ac-
cidentsby50%.Moresuchvehi-
cleswillbeaddeddependingon
therequirement,”saidReddy.

Mass casualty rescue
wagon launched

Actingworkshop
»Ranga Chakra will

conduct a three-month
acting workshop byMa-
hesh Kumar from 9 am to 6
pm. Theworkshopwill focus
onbody language, voice

culture, dialogue delivery,
expressions, action and
reaction, improvisation,
creativity and imagination.
For details, peoplemay

call 7338417645.

TransportMinisterRamalingaReddyinspects theGolden
Hourbusafter launching itonMonday.Brains founder
DrNKVenkataramanaandKSRTCmanagingdirectorSR
Umashankarareseen.DHPHOTO
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