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State Doll museum to be
back on tourist map. P6 »

Ajith Athrady

NEW DELHI: The Supreme
Court-appointed Central
Empowered Committee
(CEC) has recommended ac-
tion against 20 iron ore min-
ing leases in Karnataka for
their lapses in implementing
reclamation and rehabilita-
tion (R and R) work.

The CEC, in its report sub-
mitted to the court after in-
specting R and R activities be-
ing executed by ‘B’ category
mines in Ballari district, said,
of the 20 mines, four lease
holders failed to supply base-
line data and other relevant
material to prepare R and R
plan. The state government
can implement the R and R
plansaftertreatingtheseleases
as lapsed, the report said.

“Despite the R and R plan
being ready, the remaining 16
lease holders neitherdeposited
the money nor it has been re-
covered from them. The
lessees may be directed to de-

posit thedueamountwithin30
days from the date of the order,
failing which the government
may take appropriate action
for treating the leases as
lapsed,” said the report.

The panel suggested that
Karnataka,TelanganaandSur-
veyor General of India may be
directed to file a report on the
action taken for determination
of inter-state boundary within
the Ballari reserve forest.

Earlier, thecourt,whichcan-
celled leases of all ‘C’ category
mines, had directed the CEC
to implement the R and R plan
for62‘B’ categorymineswhich
committed less violation while
extracting ore.

Of the 62 mines, Dehradun-
based Indian Council of
Forestry Research and Educa-
tion prepared R and R plan for
58 mines and four leases hold-
ers failed to provide baseline
data. The court had directed
the companies to deposit mon-
ey as specified by the CEC as a
guarantee and implement the
R and R with their own money.

The money will be returned to
the lease holders on the satis-
factory execution of the R and
R plan.

Only42minesofthe58lease
holders have deposited Rs
103.12croreasguaranteemon-
ey with the CEC and started
implementing the R and R
plan.

The Federation of Indian
Mineral Industries had filed an
interim petition before the
SupremeCourt,seekingreturn
of the guarantee money to
lease holders. Following this,
thecourtaskedtheCECtosub-
mit the status report on the im-
plementation of R and R plan.
DH News Service

CEC favours cancellation of 20
iron ore mine leases in state
4 lease holders failed in R & R work, others didn’t deposit guarantee money

BENGALURU: Showers
lashed parts of north Kar-
nataka and the coastal re-
gion on Saturday.

Moderate to heavy rain con-
tinued in Dharwad city for the
second consecutive day. Over-
cast conditions prevailed from
early morning and heavy
downpour accompanied by
gusty winds were witnessed
from 1 pm to 1.45 pm. After a
brief pause, there was drizzle
throughout the day.

The rain has brightened
hopes for the farmers as they
have started sowing for the
kharif crop.

Several roads in Dharwad
city were waterlogged, putting
vehicle users to inconven-
ience. Uppinbetageri, Yadwad,
Narendra and Garag villages
too received rains.

Hubballi city witnessed light
rain for some time. Mild rains
were witnessed in Belagavi city
for about 15 minutes in the
evening.

Intermittent rain lashed

Dakshina Kannada and Udupi
districts on Saturday. In the
last 24 hours (ending 8 am on
Saturday), Dakshina Kannada
district received an average of
37 mm rainfall.

This includes 45 mm in
Mangaluru taluk and 43.9 mm

in Sullia taluk. Udupi district
received an average of 65.43
mm rainfall. Two houses at
Haladi in Kundapura taluk
were damaged as trees fell on
them due to the heavy winds.

Moderate rainfall in Kalasa
hobli, Chikkamagaluru dis-

trict, for the last three days has
brought relief to the farmers.
The water-level in streams and
water bodies has increased. In-
termittent rain was reported
in Kodagu district. The district
received 12.11 mm rain be-
tween Friday and Saturday.

Showers lash North Karnataka, coastal districts
Moderate to heavy rain

lashed several parts of
Shivamogga district. Hosana-
gar, Thirthahalli, Sagar, Shiv-
amogga and Bhadravathi re-
ceived good spell of rain
intermittently.

Showers were witnessed in
several parts of Chitradurga
district.

There was drizzling in the
city since morning and there
was heavy rain for 45 minutes
after 3.30 pm. There was driz-
zling till 6 pm.

There were reports of driz-
zling and light rain in the rural
areas of the district also.
DH News Service

Only a few vehicles plied on the roads as heavy rain lashed Dharwad on Saturday. DH PHOTO

Councilchief
tomeetAG
overMLCfake
travelbillsrow
BENGALURU: Legislative
Council Chairman D H
Shankaramurthy on Satur-
day said he will consult the
Advocate General regarding
the next course of action on
a complaint that eight MLCs
had claimed lakhs of rupees
bysubmittingfaketravelbills.

Shankaramurthy told re-
porters in Bengaluru that he
will meet the Advocate Gen-
eral on Tuesday next to seek
legal opinion on the issue.

BJP leader in the Bruhat
Bengaluru Mahanagara Pa-
like Padmanabha Reddy had
alleged that eight MLCs had
claimed travel allowance
from the Council secretariat
by submitting fake bills.

Allum Veerabhadrappa,
Raghu Achar, N S Boseraju,
S Ravi, R B Thimmapura (all
Congress),CRManohar,Ap-
pajigowda(bothJD-S)andM
D Lakshminarayana (Inde-
pendent) are the MLCs.
Shankaramurthysaidnotices
had been served on all the
MLCs and replies received.
He added that the MLCs in
turnhadsubmittedapetition
tohimseekingpermissionto
move a privilege motion
against Reddy. “I am exam-
ining their submission and
will take a decision soon.”
Shankaramurthy said there
was no official communica-
tion about him being made
governor of Telangana-
Andhra Pradesh.

BENGALURU, DHNS: Med-
ical and dental seat aspirants
had to wait till midnight and
beyond on Saturday to get
their documents verified at
theKarnatakaExaminations
Authority (KEA) office on
Saturday.

Candidates and parents,
whoarrivedattheKEAoffice
at Malleswaram, had to wait
up to 10 hours to get their
turn.

“We were given the time
as 5 pm and were asked to be
here in advance at 3 pm. We
have been here since then
and even at 12 midnight, we
are still waiting for our turn,”
saidSrikala,whoflewinfrom
Kochi on Saturday morning
withherhusbandanddaugh-
ter. According to her, at 12
am, close to 100 candidates
were still waiting to get their
documents verified.

Another parent said that
authorities were not pre-
pared to handle such a
crowd. “People are coming
from different states. They
should know how many can-
didates they can see in one
day. There is no provision for
food and no proper toilet fa-
cilities.This doesnot happen
with engineering coun-
selling,” he said.

The document verification
for candidates who qualified
in the National Eligibility-
cum-Entrance Test (NEET)
began on Tuesday and con-
cludes on July 19.

When contacted, the KEA
officialssaidmorethan3,000
candidates appeared for ver-
ification on Saturday. “We
wereabletofinishby9or9.15
pm in previous days. Today,
the number of ranks posted
for verification were more.
We have to make sure that
everyone completes the
process today I as they have
comefromfar,” aKEAofficial
told DH. The official added
that they had adequate toilet
facilitiesandacanteensothat
candidates were not incon-
venienced.

Quota for Karnataka
students in medical,
dental seats to go up
Meghana Choukkar

BENGALURU, DHNS: Heeding
to the demand of students, the
state government has decided
to increase the reservation for
studentsofKarnatakadomicile
from 30% to 50% in the institu-
tionseatsinprivatemedicaland
dental colleges.

Private colleges hand over
40% of their seats to the gov-
ernment which are offered to
students at a concessional fee.
Management and Non-Resi-
dent Indian (NRI) seats make
up another 20% of the seats.
The remaining 40% seats are
institution seats, which belong
to the private colleges.

Earlier,ofthe40%institution
seatsincollegespartoftheCon-
sortiumofMedicalEngineering
andDentalCollegesofKarnata-
ka (ComedK), 30% was re-
served for students of Karnata-
ka domicile. The remaining
70% seats were of open quota
tobefilledbasedontheAllIndia
Ranking in the NEET exam.
Studentsfromoutsidethestate
werealsoeligiblefortheseseats.

However,onlyKarnatakastu-
dents are eligible for seats in
government colleges and gov-
ernment-quota seats in private
institutions.

OnWednesday,theKarnata-
kaMedicalStudents’andYouth
Doctors’ Association held a
protestmarchinthecity,saying

that the ratio was unfair to stu-
dents from Karnataka. They
had said that the government
wasallowingstudentsfromout-
side Karnataka to compete for
seats here when other states
have not opened up their col-
legesinasimilarway.Members
of the association met Medical
Education Minister Dr Sharan
Prakash Patil in Kalaburagi on
Saturday and presented their
demands.

Followingthis,adecisionwas
made to revise the ratio. Now,
only50%oftheinstitutionseats
are in the open quota. “There
was a demand from students,
so we decided to change the ra-
tio. We have discussed it with
the consortium and we have
convinced them as well. Some
changes willhave to be madein
the agreement and it is in the
process,”the minister said.

Theassociation,however,still
hasotherdemandsthatitwants
to raise and has called for a
peaceful demonstration on
Monday in front of the office of
the Karnataka Examinations
AuthorityinMalleswaram.“We
want it to give more seats for
studentsofKarnatakainthemi-
nority institutions as well. We
have some other demands too,
which our team is discussing.
You can expect a huge gather-
ingofstudentsonMonday,”said
Dr Bharat Kumar, president of
the association.
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n Lease holders who did not
provide baseline data:
V Venkatesulu, Raghavendra
Rao (Jantakal Enterprises
Limited), Ganapathi Minerals,
Bharat Ores and Chemicals.
n 16 lease holders who failed
to deposit guarantee money:
V Susheelamma (Doddabyal-
adakere), M Upendran, B R
Dayanath Singh (Kamalabai),
N Shaik Sab, K Brahmananda,
K R Kaviraaj (Kalahalli), Gada-
gi Minerals Mining Company,
Sannakitadahalli Iron and
Manganese Ore Mine of Ca-
nara Minerals, Hanuman Iron
Ore Mines, Santhalakshmi Ja-
yaram, K N Srinivasa, Ku-
maraswamy Mining Compa-
ny, Marwa Mining Company
(Jiginahalli), T V Channabase-
tappa and Brothers, Ramesh-
wara Manganese and Iron
Ore Pvt Ltd, J M
Vrushabendraiah.
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Lease holders

Only 42 mines of the 58 lease holders have deposited Rs
103.12 crore as guarantee money with the CEC and started
implementing the R and R plan. DH FILE PHOTO

Petition
againstBSY
BENGALURU, DHNS: A peti-
tion has been submitted to
the Vidhana Soudha police,
seeking action against state
BJP president B S Yeddyu-
rappa for his “provocative”
statement.

N Hanumegowda, a resi-
dent of Kamakshipalya has
urgedthepolicetotakestern
action against Yeddyurappa
for his statement that Kar-
nataka will be up in flames,
if Kalladka Prabhakar Bhat
was arrested. The police said
as of now they treated Hanu-
megowda’s petition as a rep-
resentation and not a com-
plaint. They said they would
consult thelegaldepartment
and act accordingly.

2018 polls my last election: CM
MYSURU, DHNS: Chief Minis-
ter Siddaramaiah has said that
the 2018 polls will be the last
electionhewouldbecontesting
andhencehewantstoenterthe
fray from Chamundeshwari
constituency, which gave him
“political rebirth.”

“The upcoming election is
likely to be my last, and thus, I
want to contest from
Chamundeshwari, from where
I have won five times,”Siddara-
maiahsaidwhilespeakingtore-
porters at his residence in the
city on Saturday. However, he

said,thehighcommandwillde-
cide on the candidature of his
son Dr Yathindra from Varuna
Assembly constituency.

AccusingtheBJPofappoint-
ingVistarakstospreadHindut-
va in the state, he said that the
party won’t succeed in its at-
tempt as Karnataka was Basa-
vanna’sstate.Thechiefminister
said that the BJP was trying to
divide the state on the basis of
religion. “Violence will come
downonitsownifthepoliticians
of Dakshina Kannada and me-
dia keep quiet,”he said.

NEETdocument
verificationgoes
past midnight


