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The Milwaukee
Bucks mascot
“Bango” was

born in 1977. It was a
simple suit with a head
and antlers that fell off
easily, but was a specta-
cle for people at basket-
ball games and parades.

Carl Fuggiasco was the first
Bango, wearing the suit from
1977 until 1984.

“They said ‘hey, do you want
to do this permanently?’ and I
said ‘does that require surgery?
Do I have to put antlers on my
head?’” Fuggiasco joked. 

Fuggiasco, who lives in
Wauwatosa and manages the
copy center for the Menomonee
Falls School District, printing
everything teachers need to do
their job, said he has lots of
memories of the job including
meeting some of the best NBA
players of the time, beating an
NBA star at HORSE and having
a special moment with a
patient at Children’s Hospital.

A 22-year-old college student
at the time, Fuggiasco was
involved with children’s the-
ater, which is how he ended up
as Bango. 

“First of all you gotta love
kids; that’s priority number
one (to do this job),” he said.
“You got to have the heart of a
child and be a little bit of an
exhibitionist.”

Fuggiasco said that today
mascots can do flips, dance rou-
tines and slam dunks, but the
costume he wore couldn’t sup-
port that type of activity. 

“I remember, I mean, that
was a great team,” he said.
“They just couldn’t get around
the corner for the playoffs.”

A life-long sports fan, Fug-
giasco has always kept up with
the Bucks, but started watch-
ing a lot more when Giannis
Antetokounmpo was drafted.

“(I thought the Bucks win-
ning the NBA Championship)
would never happen. That was
a dream come true,” he said.

Memories
Fuggiasco recalled a time

before a game that he was read-
ing a textbook and eating a free
meal in the press room when
Don Nelson, the Bucks’ coach
at the time, and the assistant
coach sat at the same table as
him. Then, former Boston
Celtics player Bill Russell, for-
mer Bucks player Oscar
Robertson and NBA great Wilt
Chamberlain all sat at his
table.

“They all sat down, and I was
just like ‘wow, this is like prac-
tically the Hall of Fame, all-
time team sitting right next to
me,’” Fuggiasco said.

Fuggiasco said his favorite
memory as Bango is from Chil-
dren’s Hospital in Milwaukee. 
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Carl Fuggiasco in the Bango suit at a Bucks game. He was the team’s mascot from 1977 until 1984.

Carl Fuggiasco with a Bango statue.
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Waukesha
water 

project
hits snag
Request to use acre 

of Milwaukee County
land was paused by 
Milwaukee County’s

Parks Committee
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WAUKESHA — The city of
Waukesha Water Utility’s
request for a 100-year easement
for the placement of a return
flow pipeline near Ryan Road
and South 68th Street in the city
of Franklin was denied Tuesday
by the Milwaukee County
Board’s Parks Committee in a 3-
to-1 vote.

The infrastructure project to
bring water from Milwaukee
that began in 2020 is known as
the Great Water Alliance. After
being treated, water will be
returned to the Root River, a
Lake Michigan tributary.

Long-term use of Waukesha’s
current groundwater supply is
environmentally unsustainable
and, additionally, the current
supply is contaminated with
radium, the alliance says, neces-
sitating a transition to a differ-
ent source.

Waukesha will go to the full
Milwaukee County Board next
week and ask for an amendment. 

Limited options
Waukesha is under a consent

order with the Department of
Justice and the Waukesha Coun-
ty Circuit Court to achieve
phased-in compliance with the
new radium standards by
September 2023. 

In 2021 final permits were
approved by the Department of
Natural Resources for the city to
build out the infrastructure for
the pipeline. 

During Tuesday’s meeting a
snag was discussed. 

Erica Goblet, contracts manag-
er for Milwaukee County Parks,
said Waukesha encountered an
issue around Ryan Road. A sec-
tion of the right of way was
blocked by the Milwaukee
Metropolitan Sewerage District. 

The only option they have is to
request an easement from the
parks department. Milwaukee
has parkland on either side of
Ryan Road. The city of Wauke-
sha took the option on the north
side of Ryan Road, according to
Goblet. 
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Water
From Page 1A

The parks department’s concern was the return
of water to the Root River. Through negotiations
staff came up with a payment of $100,000 for the
easement to monitor any impacts to the river. The
term of the easement is 100 years. The $100,000
payment will be put in a trust fund which will be
used to monitor water quality. 

Daniel Duchniak, general manager of the
Waukesha Water Utility, spoke during Tuesday’s
meeting. He said the project is to address the
health and safety issues that are being encoun-
tered by 72,000 people in the city of Waukesha. 

“We’ve worked extensively with the city of Mil-
waukee on this. A lot of people said we could not
come to the agreement with the city of Milwaukee
to provide water. We have. We have brought thou-
sands of jobs to the area through this construc-
tion and the burden of that construction is on the
backs of residents of the city of Waukesha,”
Duchniak said. 

He added the city of Waukesha is spending $300
million on the project and wanted to put the cost
of the easement in perspective. Other easements
in similar sites have cost an average of $5,000 an
acre. Duchniak said they are paying a premium
for it. 

Duchniak said over the phone on Thursday it is
not like it is commercial land that could be devel-
oped and Waukesha is taking away a potential
opportunity. 

“This is wetland area and we are crossing the
river. It's not land that is usable for any future
development,” he said. 

‘100 years is a long time’
Sheldon Wasserman, Milwaukee County super-

visor, had concerns over the 100 years. 
“100 years! We’re not going to be here. We’re

dead,” Wasserman said.
Milwaukee County Supervisor Steven Shea

agreed and said 100 years is a very long time. 
“We have granted easements in the past and

whenever there is a difficulty Milwaukee County
was left holding the bill. I have grave doubts about
this resolution as written,” Shea said.

Peter Burgelis, Milwaukee County supervisor,
was concerned about the $100,000 cost for the ease-
ment. 

“What I heard from our department staff was
the $100,000 would be in a natural areas trust fund
that would monitor the river water flow and water
quality over the next 100 years. If that is correct, I
don’t see that as payment to the benefit of Mil-
waukee County at all,” he said.

Burgelis added, “If we have to spend $1,000 a
year to monitor the water quality that comes from
this project paying for the easement means noth-
ing because that’s a net zero for the county.”

Milwaukee County Supervisor Steve Taylor said
the topic is about health and safety and has been a
“serious issue for the city of Waukesha.” He
added the Waukesha Water Utility has been great
partners with Milwaukee County. 

Taylor said he was not concerned with the pro-
ject and pondered if Milwaukee County was going
to be “the one who messes this up.” Taylor said it
was life and death as people need water. 

Duchniak urged the supervisors to take action
on Tuesday. 

“There is actually urgency for this easement.

We are under a court order and have a September
2023 deadline. This is on a critical path. We have
the contractor lined up and the work is going to
take a number of months to complete. Every
month that we take off, potentially we will not
make our deadline of September 2023,” Duchniak
said.

After the meeting
Duchniak spoke with The Freeman over the

phone on Thursday. He said Tuesday’s decision
has “the potential to cause a bigger issue.” He
again stated the construction takes 4-6 months to
be completed. If they wait until February, as it
was suggested during the meeting, it delays the
completion date.

“September 1st is our deadline. It runs us right
up against the deadline. We need time to get every-
thing operational and working,” Duchniak said.

He felt frustrated because they went into the
meeting thinking they had a deal with the county
and thinking it would get approved. 

“Easements are forever. When we are putting
infrastructure in we are obviously borrowing
money for that infrastructure. The bonding com-
pany would not like it if we had an easement for
25 years for something that we are spending mil-
lions of dollars on. We are expecting it to last 100
years. They want us to have control for 100 years
otherwise we would not even had paid this off
before the easement came up. Then we are put in
a really bad position,” he said. 

Duchniak said Milwaukee County wants them
to have this locked up for 100 years. They worked
with the parks department to come to that agree-
ment.

“We thought we had an agreement and obvious-
ly we were really surprised when it was voted
down,” he said. 

Duchniak added the bottom line is it boiled
down to money. He added it is a bump in the road
which will hopefully get figured out on Thursday
during the full board meeting. 

The Freeman spoke to Waukesha Mayor Shawn
Reilly over the phone on Wednesday evening
about the meeting. 

“I hope Milwaukee County when they have their
County Supervisor meeting that the vote is not
the same or they work something out,” Reilly said. 

Reilly added if they don’t get approval they will
still build it.

“We will scramble and build it so that it works.
This isn’t going to kill the project or anything like
that. We will figure it out,” he said. 

Bango
From Page 1A

“We came in and we’re
entertaining the kids, play-
ers are signing autographs,
kids are shaking my hand,
but in the middle of the
room there was a boy in a
cage,”

Fuggiasco wasn’t sure
why the boy, whose name
was Scottie, was in a cage,
but was told he had health
issues from birth. 

“Then, out of nowhere,
he goes ‘Bango, come
here,’” Fuggiasco said. “So
I went over, and kind of
reached my paw in, and
he’s petting it and starts
talking away. I looked up
and all the nurses and all
the aids, some of the chil-
dren are crying.”

This was the first time
Scottie had talked.

“That is the best memo-
ry,” Fuggiasco said. “I often

hope that Scottie did turn
out fine.”

Before games, Fuggiasco
used to shoot hoops on the
court, but when the players
came out it was his cue to
leave. However, one day he
ended up in a game of
HORSE, a game where
players have to make a bas-
ket duplicating another’s
shot, with Suns player Paul
Westphal and Jazz player
Pete Maravich.

“They were going to play
HORSE for some serious
money, and so they needed
some sort of a control
group and they yelled over
to me ‘hey Carl, you want
to play with us?’” Fuggias-
co recalled.

Because he was a basket-
ball fan, Fuggiasco said he
had mastered many of
Maravich’s trick shots and
ended up knocking West-
phal out of the game.

“It's fun as can be. I
mean, what a cool job. It’s
just physically very

exhausting to do that kind
of stuff and you’re on
stage constantly,” Fuggias-
co said. “I think one of the
joys was once I took the hat
off, I could go across the
street to meet some friends,

and the players would walk
in and say ‘I'm so jealous of
you because when the
game is over, you're
exhausted like us, but
nobody knows who you
are.’”
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“We thought we had an
agreement and obviously 
we were really surprised
when it was voted down.”

— Dan Duchniak,
general manager of the Waukesha Water Utility
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‘It’s fun as can be. I mean, what a cool job.’

WASHINGTON (TNS) — A
federal appeals court on
Thursday freed the Justice
Department to resume using
the thousands of documents
seized from former President
Donald Trump’s Mar-a-Lago
home in its criminal investi-
gation following months of
legal disputes with the for-
mer president. 

Trump appeared to drop
the fight over the records, at
least for now. His lawyers did
not immediately challenge a
Dec. 1 decision from the 11th
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
dismissing Trump’s case
before the ruling officially
took effect. 

The 11th Circuit ordered
an end to an outside special
master’s review of the docu-
ments and lifted an injunc-
tion that had blocked investi-
gators from using them in
the criminal probe in the
meantime. A three-judge
panel ruled that a Florida
federal judge lacked jurisdic-
tion to intervene in the inves-
tigation at Trump’s request. 

Trump’s spokesman
Steven Cheung provided a
statement that said: “Presi-
dent Trump will continue to
fight against weaponization
of law enforcement and pur-
sue appropriate legal
avenues to obtain the items
that were brazenly and ille-
gally seized from his home
during the Biden regime’s
unconstitutional raid.” The
statement didn’t offer details
of what those next steps
might be. 

The case had been vigor-
ously litigated until now.
Trump accused the Justice
Department of pursuing a
politically motivated investi-
gation and securing an over-
ly broad warrant to seize a
range of documents and
other items from Mar-a-
Lago. 

Federal investigators are
exploring whether govern-
ment records, including
some classified at the highest
levels of secrecy, were mis-
handled. The Justice Depart-
ment will regain access to
the full set of documents just
as the special counsel
appointed by Attorney Gen-
eral Merrick Garland to
oversee the Mar-a-Lago
investigation, Jack Smith,
settles into his new role. Fol-
lowing Trump’s official
announcement of a third bid
for the White House in 2024,
Smith was appointed to man-
age both the documents
probe and a separate investi-
gation into the events sur-
rounding the Jan. 6 riot at
the U.S. Capitol. 

In the Dec. 1 opinion, the
panel held that the circum-
stances of the Mar-a-Lago
seizure — including the lack
of any showing that the
search was illegal — failed to
meet the high bar for a court
to interfere with a criminal
investigation before anyone
faced charges. The judges
wrote that Trump’s status as
a former president didn’t
change that analysis. 

“The law is clear. We can-
not write a rule that allows
any subject of a search war-
rant to block government
investigations after the exe-
cution of the warrant,” the
appeals court said. 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) —
Iran said Thursday it executed a prison-
er convicted for a crime allegedly com-
mitted during the country’s ongoing
nationwide protests, the first such
death penalty carried out by Tehran. 

The execution of Mohsen Shekari
comes as other detainees also face the
possibility of the death penalty for their
involvement in the protests, which
began in mid-September, first as an out-
cry against Iran’s morality police. The
protests have expanded into one of the
most serious challenges to Iran’s theoc-
racy since the 1979 Islamic Revolution.  

Activists warn that others could also
be put to death in the near future, say-
ing that at least a dozen people so far
have received death sentences over
their involvement in the demonstra-
tions.  

The execution ‘‘must be met with
strong reactions otherwise we will be
facing daily executions of protesters,’’
wrote Mahmood Amiry-Moghaddam,
the director of the Oslo-based group
Iran Human Rights. ‘‘This execution
must have rapid practical consequences
internationally.’’ 

The Mizan news agency, run by Iran’s
judiciary, said Shekari had been con-
victed in Tehran’s Revolutionary Court,
which typically holds closed-door cases.
The tribunals have been internationally
criticized for not allowing those on trial
to pick their own lawyers or even see
the evidence against them. 

Shekari was accused of blocking a
street in Tehran and attacking with a
machete a member of the security
forces, who required stitches for his
wounds, the agency said.  

The Mizan report also alleged that
Shekari said he had been offered money
by an acquaintance to attack the securi-
ty forces. 

Iran’s government for months has
been trying to allege — without offering
evidence — that foreign countries have
fomented the unrest. Protesters say
they are angry over the collapse of the
economy, heavy-handed policing and
the entrenched power of the country’s
Islamic clergy. 

Mizan said Shekari had been arrested
on Sept. 25, then convicted on Nov. 20 on
the charge of ‘‘moharebeh,” a Farsi
word meaning ‘‘waging war against
God.’’ That charge has been levied
against others in the decades since 1979
and carries the death penalty. Mizan
said an appeal by Shekari’s lawyer
against the sentence failed.  
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