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Area 
blacksmith
earns award

Generosity never
goes out of season,
columnist says
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Board moves
two policies
regarding 

gender identity

By Hunter Turpin
hturpin@conleynet.com

262-513-2681

MUSKEGO — The Muskego-Norway School Board
moved one step closer to amending two district policies
which opponents say could be detrimental to LGBTQ+
students, the latest of similar policies passed around
Waukesha County.

“Just consider, seriously, how your actions can have
unintended consequences for our students,” Ann Zielke
said in a meeting last month, speaking against the poli-
cies.

In a meeting Monday night, the board unanimously
passed the amendments to the district’s administrative
guidelines, which could be given final approval at the
board’s next meeting, Jan. 16. The amendments were first
introduced at the Nov. 14 board meeting.

One policy would require written or electronic autho-
rization from a parent or legal guardian in order for a stu-
dent to change their preferred name, pronouns or gender
in order to be used at school. This wouldn’t apply to “com-
monly accepted” name shortenings like William to Will,
board documents say. A similar policy was passed in the
Arrowhead School District in September.

“Parents have every right to know if their kids want to
change their name or have pronouns used,” board mem-
ber Kevin Zimmermann said to The Freeman in an email.
“The school district shall not hide anything from parents
for this matter.”

The other policy is related to imagery in classrooms
and says district employees should avoid displaying
things such as symbols, graphics or flags in classrooms,
emails or personal items that would suggest the employ-
ee’s political or religious viewpoints. This is in addition
to existing policy which says employees should refrain 

‘An engineering 
marvel beyond belief’

WASHINGTON (AP) — Scientists announced Tuesday
that they have for the first time produced more energy in
a fusion reaction than was used to ignite it — a major
breakthrough in the decades-long quest to harness the
process that powers the sun. 

Researchers at the Lawrence Livermore National Labo-
ratory in California achieved the result last week, the
Energy Department said. Known as a net energy gain, the
goal has been elusive because fusion happens at such high
temperatures and pressures that it is enormously difficult
to control. 

The breakthrough will pave the way for advancements
in national defense and the future of clean power, Energy
Secretary Jennifer Granholm and other officials said. 

UnButton the Stigma

Mark Justesen/Conley Media

Waukesha Wings forward Carter Krell looks to maintain control of the puck while being checked by Homestead’s Jayden Lopez.
Even with overtime, neither team could score the winning goal as the Waukesha Wings and Homestead Highlanders battled to
a 2-2 draw at the Ozaukee Ice Center on Tuesday night. See Page 1B for the full story.

By Karen Pilarski
kpilarski@conleynet.com

262-513-2657

WAUKESHA — A widow
who lost her husband to sui-
cide is using her strongest
tool — her voice — to impact
change. 

Amanda Rae Button’s
husband, Christopher But-
ton, was a lieutenant with
the Waukesha County Sher-
iff’s Office. In July of 2018,
Christopher took his own
life, leaving Amanda and
their then-2-month-old
daughter. 

In the fall of 2018 in the
midst of her grief, she came
across a nonprofit called
1sthelp.org. The organiza-
tion reduces mental health
stigma for first responders
through education and
awareness and assists first
responders in their search
for healing. The organiza-
tion also helps those impact-
ed such as loved ones. But-
ton said group members
took her under their wings
to support her and her
daughter through the griev-
ing process. 

“I have always been the
person to stick up for the
underdog. I am a very ver-
bally outspoken person. It is
just my nature and who I
am. We always joke that was
one of the reasons why my
husband married me. He

was a very soft-spoken per-
son,” Button said.

After some time, Button
said, she decided she want-
ed to share her and Chris’
story. She launched the
UnButton the Stigma Face-
book page, which has over
3,000 members. It is an
online organization aiming
to raise awareness of law
enforcement and first
responder mental health
issues, and support families
who have also lost a loved
one to suicide.

“My goal is to turn it (her
Facebook page) into a non-
profit. It is not a nonprofit at
this time and it sounds silly
but I don’t have the services
to offer other than my voice
right now,” Button said.

Besides the Facebook
page, Button does speaking
engagements for 1sthelp.org
nationally. 

“They give me a huge plat-
form to be able to share my
story and volunteer with
their organization. My goal
is to show the aftermath of
what law enforcement/first
responder suicide does,”
Button said. 

Button talks about more
rights for people in law
enforcement and first
responders who lost a loved
one to suicide. She men-
tioned the difference in ben-
efits for spouses of deaths in
the line of duty versus

deaths by suicide. 
“We are cut off and

shunned. We are not seen as
‘in the line of duty’ and we
are not equal and outcasts.
Even though our loss is just
as significant and as sudden
and tragic. The support is
needed,” she said. 

Button wants people to see
and hear what she contin-
ues to go through and be
there for people who are in
the same situation. She
hopes to inspire some type
of change to help people just 

Courtesy of Amanda Rae Button

Amanda Rae Button’s husband, Christopher Button, was a
lieutenant with the Waukesha County Sheriff’s Office. In July
of 2018, Christopher took his own life, leaving Amanda and
their then-2-month-old daughter.

MUSKEGO-NORWAY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Despite parents’ opposition,
president says majority 
of district supports them

Fusion breakthrough is a 
milestone for climate, clean

energy, scientists say

See FUSION, PAGE 6A

Widow of sheriff’s lieutenant
offers suicide prevention and grief

platform

See LOSS, PAGE 6A

Waukesha battles Homestead to draw on ice
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from using position or pub-
lic property for partisan
political or religious pur-
poses, according to district
documents. A similar policy
passed in the Kettle
Moraine School District in
August.

“School is a place for
learning not someone’s
political/religious views,”
Zimmermann said. “Only
items that should be on the
walls in the classroom
should be things currently
being taught in that class,
that’s it.”

Other board members
responded to request for
comment on the policies
and parents’ concerns with
them.

A recording of Monday’s
board meeting had not been
posted as of Tuesday
evening, but at the Nov. 14
School Board meeting the
board did not publicly dis-
cuss these policies. Board
President Chris Buckmas-
ter said that school policies,
like these, are reviewed
based on what “the majority
of the district” wants.

Opposition at November
meeting

At the November meeting,
which is available on the
school district’s YouTube
channel, four parents spoke
against these policies, say-
ing they have the potential
to be harmful to LGBTQ+
students, a particularly vul-
nerable group.

Jessica Pemble asked the
board to explain the policy
on political and religious
imagery, asking if posters of
presidents would be allowed
under this revised policy.
Superintendent Kelly
Thompson said imagery
that reflects an individual’s
beliefs is not allowed, or if
the imagery leans in one
way over another.

“Most situations in
schools we do have to have a
conversation...,” Thompson
said.

“Is that going to include
rainbow flags and things
like that?” Pemble asked. 

“Well, if there are flags
and things that represent a
particular political party or
—” Kelly said.

“But does a rainbow flag
actually represent a politi-
cal party?” Pemble asked.

“If it leans toward a par-
ticular political entity, then
we would have a discussion
about that.”

Pemble asked if a cross
necklace would be subject
to this policy. Thompson
said that is allowed.

“Why?” Pemble asked.
“How is that allowed but
other things aren’t? ... I just
feel this is really a gray area
and you guys are creating
more of a problem than
there ever has been.”

Thompson said that
addressing this policy is to
provide more clarity for
staff.

“I guess for me it sounds
almost silly to say that those
flags have a political lean-
ing or a religious leaning
since I’m also a very conser-

vative Lutheran and have
never voted anything but a
straight Republican ticket,
but I love my child and I
support them and so I still
have a pride flag hanging in
my office,” Lisa Ohland, the
mother of a trans child,
said at the meeting.

Ohland said that having
visible symbols of support,
such as a pride flag, can let
LGBTQ+ students know
which staff they can trust
and help them find a safe
space.

“A lot of them don’t have
that in their home,” Ohland
said. “My child does, I regu-
larly have several of their
friends, also from Muskego
High School, at my house
because they know that’s a
safe space for them and they
don’t have that home.”

Board Treasurer Tracy
Blair responded, saying that
the Muskego-Norway
School District has teachers
that look out for all stu-
dents.

“Instead of forcing teach-
ers to potentially out trans
and non-binary students,
we should be working to
protect our trans youth and
support each student in
their individual journey,”
Zielke said at the meeting,
citing a study that found
that 42% of LGBTQ+ youth
seriously considered
attempting suicide in the
last year. “Policies like this
do nothing to better the
lives or educational experi-
ences of our students, and
the real potential to put the
lives of our trans and non-
binary students at risk.”

Waukesha Police 
Department

MONDAY
5:01 p.m. —  Two teenaged
males were reportedly play-
ing chicken with the train at
East Park Avenue and North
East Avenue. They were gone

upon police arrival.
5:15 p.m. – A resident in the

1100 block of Lin-
den Street said that
she and her young
children have inad-
vertently observed

men and women showering
and copulating in the nude as

there is no window covering.
The caller said she
addressed the issue with the
neighbors over the summer
by giving them a letter stating
her concerns, but no changes
were made. When an officer
made contact with the prima-
ry resident, he was apologet-

ic and advised they would get
a curtain.
5:36 p.m. – A man who was
highly intoxicated was buying
more alcohol in the 1200
block of West Sunset Drive
and the caller was con-
cerned.

POLICE BLOTTER

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Lawmakers leading the
negotiations on a bill to fund
the federal government for
the current fiscal year
announced Tuesday they’re
reached agreement on a
‘‘framework” that should
allow them to complete work
on the bill over the next
week and avoid a govern-
ment shutdown. 

Congress faces a midnight
Friday deadline to pass a
spending bill to prevent a
partial government shut-
down. The two chambers are
expected to pass another
short-term measure before
then to keep the government
running through Dec. 23,
which will allow negotiators
time to complete work on the
full-year bill. 

‘‘Now, the House and Sen-
ate Appropriations Commit-

tees will work around the
clock to negotiate the details
of final 2023 spending bills
that can be supported by the
House and Senate and
receive President Biden’s
signature,” said Rep. Rosa
DeLauro of Connecticut, the
Democratic chair of the
House Appropriations Com-
mittee. 

Earlier in the day, Senate
leaders said lawmakers from
the two parties were nearing
an agreement, but Republi-
cans warned Democrats that
lawmakers would need to
complete their work by Dec.
22 or they would only sup-
port a short-term extension
into early next year. That
would give House Republi-
cans more leverage over
what’s in the legislation,
since they will be in the
majority then. 

‘‘We intend to be on the
road going home on the 23rd.
We intend not to be back
here between Christmas and
New Year’s, and if we can’t
meet that deadline, we would
be happy to pass a short-
term (resolution) into early
next year,” said Sen. Mitch
McConnell of Kentucky, the
Republican leader in the
Senate. 

McConnell voiced confi-
dence Republicans would be
able to meet their priorities
of increasing spending on
defense without ‘‘having to
pay a bonus above what Pres-
ident Biden asked for” on
non-defense priorities. He
said Democrats were willing
to accept that because they
had previously passed two
bills on a party-line basis
that allow for more spending
on domestic priorities. 

U.S. poised to OK Patriot
missiles for Ukraine

To our readers:
No obituaries were
submitted for
today’s edition.
View recent obits
at gmtoday.com.

WASHINGTON (AP) —
The U.S. is poised to approve
sending a Patriot missile
battery to Ukraine, finally
agreeing to an urgent
request from Ukrainian
leaders desperate for more
robust weapons to shoot
down incoming Russian
missiles, U.S. officials said
Tuesday.  

The approval is likely to
come later this week and
could be announced as early
as Thursday, said three offi-
cials, who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because
the decision is not final and
has not been made public.
Two of the officials said the
Patriot will come from Pen-
tagon stocks and be moved
from another country over-
seas. 

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
pressed Western leaders as
recently as Monday to pro-
vide more advanced
weapons to help his country
in its war with Russia. The
Patriot would be the most
advanced surface-to-air mis-
sile system the West has pro-
vided to Ukraine to help
repel Russian aerial attacks. 

During a video conference
on Monday, Zelenskyy told
host Germany and other
leaders of the Group of
Seven industrial powers
that his country needed
long-range missiles, modern
tanks, artillery, missile bat-
teries and other high-tech
air defense systems to
counter Russian attacks
that have knocked out elec-
tricity and water supplies
for millions of Ukrainians.  

He acknowledged that,
‘‘Unfortunately, Russia still
has an advantage in
artillery and missiles.’’ And
he said protecting Ukraine’s
energy facilities from Rus-
sian missiles and Iranian
drones ‘‘will be the protec-
tion of the whole of Europe,
since with these strikes Rus-
sia is provoking a humani-
tarian and migration catas-
trophe not only for Ukraine,

but also for the entire EU.’’ 
White House and Pen-

tagon leaders have said con-
sistently that providing
Ukraine with additional air
defenses is a priority, and
Patriot missiles have been
under consideration for
some time. Officials said
that as the winter closed in
and the Russian bombard-
ment of civilian infrastruc-
ture escalated, that consid-
eration took on increased
priority. 

Pentagon and State
Department officials at
briefings on Tuesday would
not confirm the plan to pro-
vide Patriots to Ukraine,
repeatedly saying they had
nothing to announce. 

U.S. officials had balked at
providing the weapons to
Ukraine because they could
be considered a escalation
that would trigger a
response from Moscow. The
Patriot also requires signifi-
cant training and there were
concerns that U.S. troops
would have been required to
operate it. Biden has flatly
rejected sending any U.S.
combat troops to Ukraine. 

Asked about training,

Brig. Gen. Patrick Ryder, the
Pentagon press secretary,
said that in general the U.S.
takes those needs into con-
sideration when providing
complicated weapons sys-
tems to Ukraine, such as the
High Mobility Artillery
Rocket Systems, known as
HIMARS. Currently U.S.
forces are training Ukraini-
an troops on a number of
systems, including the
HIMARS, in other European
countries, such as Germany.  

The administration’s
potential approval of a
Patriot battery was first
reported by CNN. 

According to officials, the
U.S. plan would be to send
one Patriot battery. A truck-
mounter Patriot battery
includes up to eight launch-
ers, each of which can hold
four missiles.  

The entire system, which
includes a phased array
radar, a control station,
computers and generators,
typically requires about 90
soldiers to operate and
maintain, but only three sol-
diers are needed to actually
fire it, according to the
Army. 

Associated Press file photo

Patriot missiles are seen in at the Rzeszow-Jasionka Airport,
March 25, 2022, in Jasionka, Poland, as President Joe Biden
arrives to board Air Force One en route to Warsaw, Poland.
U.S. officials say the Biden administration is poised to
approve sending a Patriot missile battery to Ukraine, finally
agreeing to an urgent request from Ukrainian leaders des-
perate for more robust weapons to shoot down incoming
Russian fire.

Lawmakers announce 
‘framework’ on bill to keep 

government open

Trump trails DeSantis by 23%
in Republican primary poll,
would lose to Biden in 2024

WASHINGTON (TNS) —
Former President Donald
Trump trails Florida Gov.
Ron DeSantis as the favored
Republican presidential
nominee by a 23% margin
among GOP voters — and
would lose to President Joe
Biden in a 2024 general elec-
tion, a new poll finds. 

With flagging support after
the midterm elections,
Trump has the backing of
just 33% of GOP voters com-
pared to 56% for DeSantis in
the Suffolk University/USA
Today poll released Tuesday. 

Trump would get just 40%
compared to 47% for Biden in
the poll of all registered 2024
voters. DeSantis, on the other
hand, leads Biden by 47% to
43% in the same poll. 

“Republicans ... increas-
ingly want Trumpism with-
out Trump,” David Paleolo-
gos, director of the Suffolk
University Political Research
Center, told USA Today. 

Only 31% of Republicans
want Trump to run for presi-
dent again, while 60% say he
should not, the poll said. 

Trump’s poor perfor-

mance, coupled with DeSan-
tis’ rising popularity, reflects
the widespread perception
on both sides of the partisan
divide that the former presi-
dent is largely responsible
for the GOP’s underperfor-
mance in the just-completed
midterms. 

Republicans believed they
were on track to score a “red
wave” win over Biden’s
Democrats in the midterms.
Instead, they barely retook
control of the House of Rep-
resentatives and lost a seat in
the Senate. 

Foxconn qualifies for Wisconsin
state tax breaks again

MILWAUKEE (AP) — Fox-
conn Technology Group
qualified for tax breaks from
the state of Wisconsin for a
second year in a row in 2022
under revised contract
terms that lowered bench-
marks the technology com-
pany needed to meet. 

The Taiwan-based compa-
ny qualified for $8.6 million
in tax credits based on creat-
ing 768 eligible jobs at its
southeastern Wisconsin
facility and making a $77.4
million capital investment
by the end of 2021. That’s on
top of nearly $30 million in
tax breaks Foxconn earned
in 2021. 

‘‘With hundreds of
employees verified by eco-
nomic development officials
based on 2020 and 2021
reporting periods, the com-
pany now has over 1,000
employees working in Wis-
consin,’’ Foxconn Technolo-
gy Group said in a Tuesday
statement. 

Gov. Tony Evers revised
the state’s contract with Fox-
conn in April 2021. Under
the new deal, Foxconn,
which has four buildings in
Mount Pleasant, is expected
to invest up to $672 million
by the end of 2025. The orig-
inal contract, entered into
by former Gov. Scott Walker

in 2017, envisioned a $10 bil-
lion investment by Foxconn
that would employ up to
13,000. 

Under that original deal,
Foxconn could have quali-
fied for nearly $4 billion in
state and local tax breaks. 

Massive U.S. storm brings 
tornadoes to South, blizzard threat

DALLAS (AP) — A mas-
sive storm blowing across
the country Tuesday
spawned several tornadoes
that wrecked buildings and
injured a handful of people
in Oklahoma and Texas, left
two people missing in
Louisiana and saw much of
the central United States
bracing for blizzard-like
conditions. 

Sheriff’s deputies, fire-
fighters, volunteers and dog
teams were searching the
debris after a tornado
touched down about 10
miles from Shreveport,

Louisiana, the Caddo Parish
Sheriff’s Office said. Two
people were missing, one
was hurt and several build-
ings were destroyed, Sgt.
Casey Jones said. 

Far to the northwest, an
area stretching from Mon-
tana into western Nebraska
and Colorado was under
blizzard warnings, and the
National Weather Service
said as much as 2 feet of
snow was possible in some
areas of western South
Dakota and northwestern
Nebraska. Ice and sleet were
expected in the eastern

Great Plains.  
Forecasters expect the

storm system to hobble the
upper Midwest with ice,
rain and snow for days, as
well as move into the North-
east and central Appalachi-
ans. Residents from West
Virginia to Vermont were
told to watch out for a possi-
ble significant mix of snow,
ice and sleet, and the
National Weather Service
issued a winter storm watch
from Wednesday night
through Friday afternoon,
depending on the timing of
the storm.  


