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WAUKESHA — Waukesha
County Executive Paul Far-
row announced on Thursday
his bid for re-election. He also
announced his decision not to
run for re-election as chair of
the Republican Party of Wis-
consin. He wants to concen-
trate on his county executive
re-election campaign. Farrow
will still serve on the RPW’s
executive committee.

“I am running for re-elec-
tion full of optimism about
the future of our great county.
I am proud of the work we
have done, working coopera-
tively with our County Board,
to keep our residents safe, our
county taxes low, and our
economy as strong as it can
be, but our work is not done.
We all know there will be chal-
lenges as we continue to make
Waukesha County an even
better place to live, work and
raise a family,” Farrow said.

He added it has been a privi-
lege to work on behalf of the
citizens of Waukesha County
the past four years. 

“It has been a trying four
years we have been through
with the COVID pandemic,”
Farrow said.

What really shines, he said,
is the response the county and
public health department had
to ensure they were providing
valuable information. 

“We worked to ensure our
residents had what they need-
ed and at the same time work-
ing with our schools to ensure
they stayed open during the
process,” he said.

Farrow said students’ learn-
ing wasn’t interrupted much,
and parents had stability so
they went back to work.
Unemployment numbers are
now almost back to pre-pan-
demic levels, according to Far-
row.

“It is a testament to the
work not only from the county
but all the businesses in the
county,” he said. 

He also mentioned the start
of the courthouse renova-
tion's second phase. It is part
of a four- or five-year plan to
upgrade the 63-year-old build-
ing, so it's ready to serve the
next generation of county res-
idents. 

Farrow’s goal for the new
year is to work with commu-
nities and municipalities in
Waukesha County to solve
some of the bigger challenges,
such as workforce housing.

“We want to make sure we
have enough opportunities for
people to live in Waukesha
County. We know workforce
housing is going to be a chal-
lenge in every community,”
Farrow said.

He added they need to make
sure they are building apart-
ments and homes at the level
that people can afford.

Farrow discussed the North
View project, which will come
out shortly. It includes the
Huber Facility.

“We have properties that are
within the county grounds,
especially that North View
area just west of the Expo
Center. I would like to see
them go into the private sector
and get developed either as
residential or whatever the

best use is. But
get that on the
tax rolls
instead of lay-
ing there wait-
ing for some-
thing to hap-
pen. That is
what I’ll be
looking at in

2023 and looking at the master
plan we created for North
View and how we can imple-
ment it. Also see development
grow there in the next couple
of years,” Farrow said.

Keeping crime low
During Farrow’s time in

office the county has heavily
invested into keeping crime
low. 

The Sheriff’s Department
has received three times the
amount of new tax levy than
any other department, Far-
row said.  

“I am passionate about
ensuring our children have a
safe, wonderful place to grow
up, live, and raise their own
families. We have many
strong businesses that call
Waukesha County home, our
unemployment rate is back to
pre-pandemic levels, and our
schools are second to none, so
let’s harness this momentum!
I am eager and willing to work
with people on all sides of any
obstacles facing our county to
tackle them head on,” he said. 

He noted Waukesha has
been through a lot this past
year with the Christmas
parade attack which killed six
people and injured over 60.
Farrow said the sentencing of
Darrell Brooks gives victims
and families some closure.

“It gives us opportunity to
heal in the community and
the families an opportunity to
move forward themselves and
go on to the next step from the
challenge and ordeal they
have been dealing with,” Far-
row said.

County budget 
The Waukesha County

Board passed the 2023 County
Executive Budget, which Far-
row signed on Thursday. The
budget invests in justice and
public safety, roads and infras-
tructure, and economic devel-
opment, he said.   

“When you look at the levy
that we had in the budget, the
highest amount of new levy
dollars went to the sheriff’s
office. We have been working
diligently with them to ensure
that public safety is a priori-
ty,” Farrow said.

He said surveys from coun-
ty residents indicate public
safety is always the number
one issue.  

“We know that our resi-
dents want low taxes and a
safe community. The board
and I have diligently worked
together meet those expecta-
tions. The 2023 budget invests
in the programs that resi-
dents care about and the
infrastructure needs of the
county, all while lowering the
tax rate.”

A campaign kickoff event
has been scheduled for Dec. 1
at Tuscan Hall. For event
details or more information on
the Farrow re-election cam-
paign, please visit www.far-
rowforcountyexec.com or
https://www.facebook.com/fa
rrowforcountyexec.

Farrow to run 
for re-election as
county executive

Won't run again for chair of
Republican Party of Wisconsin

Farrow

Noel the reindeer at the Galleria West Shop-
ping Center on Thursday night.

Bradford Paulson/Special to The Freeman

Burke Protaskey, Molly Protaskey, Larkin,
Aditi Gopinath, Lilly Lewis and Mora Pro-
taskey, all from Waukesha County, with Santa
after discussing what they wanted for Christ-
mas at the Galleria West Shopping Center on
Thursday night in Brookfield.

Mr. Claus and reindeer 
in Brookfield

BROOKFIELD — Santa and a couple of his
reindeer visited the Galleria West Shopping
Center in Brookfield on Bluemound Road.
Many kids came to see both Santa and the
reindeer on the very cold and windy Thurs-
day evening. Pictures with one of the rein-
deer were available along with candy canes.

BROOKFIELD — A man was
killed when an Amtrak train struck
his vehicle on Thursday evening,
according to a press release from
the Brookfield Police Department.

Amtrak reported no deaths or
injuries to the 183 passengers or
crew aboard the train.

Brookfield Police and EMS
responded to the area of Brookfield
Road where it crosses the train
tracks near River Road at around 5
p.m. Thursday evening. 

Amtrak Train 7 was traveling
from Chicago to Seattle when a
vehicle that was obstructing the

track “came into contact with the
train,” according to a statement
from Amtrak.

A preliminary investigation by
Brookfield police revealed that a
westbound Amtrak train struck a
vehicle that had driven around the
railroad crossing gates. The driver,
a man in his 60s, was fatally injured. 

According to an Amtrak Twitter
account, the train began moving
again shortly after 9 p.m., after
being stopped for about 3 hours and
50 minutes.

If you witnessed this incident or
have any information about it,

please contact Captain Chris Garcia
at the Brookfield Police Department
at 262-787-3702.

The Brookfield Fire Department,
New Berlin Police Department, Wis-
consin State Patrol, Canadian Pacif-
ic Rail Police and Amtrak Police
assisted the Brookfield Police
Department with this investigation. 

In February 2019, a 70-year-old
man was killed in a collision with
an Amtrak train at the same cross-
ing. The man was crossing the
tracks when the barricade arms
were down and warning lights were
flashing.

Man killed in Brookfield 
train vs. vehicle crash
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The train began moving again after nearly four hours.
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CITY OF PEWAUKEE —
A well-known sports bar in
Milwaukee, Steny’s Tavern
& Grill, owned and operated
by the Steny family, is
expanding to a second loca-
tion — the vacant space of
the former Boomers Sports
Pub and Grill, N29-W24483
Watertown Road in the City
of Pewaukee. 

Boomers Sports Pub
closed in July following the
passing of the owner, Tyler
Pasdera, who owned and
operated the pub for 22
years. 

Ryan Steny, co-owner and
operator of Steny’s Tavern
said he’s always had his eyes
on Boomers. His wife and
co-operator of the Milwau-
kee tavern, Brittney Steny,
is from Pewaukee and
played volleyball at
Boomers with her family for
the last 10 years. Ryan Steny
has since been familiar with
the space and has innova-
tive plans for the new loca-
tion. 

“When I heard it was
going for sale on the market,
we jumped on it right away,”
said Ryan Steny.  

According to Ryan Steny,
they are closing the deal
next week and will start con-
struction right away. The
goal is to open up the Pewau-

kee location by March 1. 
Steny’s Tavern was

opened in 1985 by Ryan’s
father, Jerry Steny. Jerry
now co-owns the tavern with
Ryan and is passing full
ownership of the new loca-
tion to Ryan and Brittney. 

The Tavern, opened seven
days a week from 11 a.m. to
bar close, is known for its
Bloody Marys, chicken
wings and Friday fish fry.
The large location finds
itself packed four to five
nights out of the week,
according to Ryan Steny. 

The tavern plays all sports
on the TV screens but is
especially known for hockey.
According to Ryan Steny,
Steny’s is the number-one
hockey bar in Milwaukee. 

Lake Country location
Ryan Steny said residents

from Lake Country often
visit the Milwaukee tavern,
but the demographic change
in the new location will be
slightly different. 

“Lake Country’s probably
going to be even more kid-
friendly,” said Ryan Steny
adding that the Pewaukee
location will have a kids’
menu, something they don’t
have in Milwaukee. “I think
my demographic out in
Pewaukee is a lot more mid-
dle-aged people with kids.” 

The plan is to gut the
entire inside of the build-
ing, knock down walls and

open up the space. The for-
mer indoor volleyball
court will be removed and
that space will all be part
of the bar, restaurant and
dining area with a big-
screen TV. 

However, they will keep
the outdoor volleyball court.
Ryan Steny has plans for
live music, music festivals
and volleyball tournaments.
He is even looking at incor-
porating an outdoor hockey
rink for tournaments and
families to bring their kids
to. 

“I’m not just going to use
that space in the summer
when it’s nice out,” said
Ryan Steny. “We’re going to
use it year-round and think
of cool winter activities
too.” 

Family-owned business 
Born and raised in the

business, Ryan Steny start-

ed out a dishwasher at the
tavern moving through the
positions of barback, bar-
tender, cook-on-the-line,
management and now
owner. Ryan Steny met his
wife Brittney at the tavern.
The two have been married
for three years with their
second child on the way. 

Brittney Steny has two
sisters who work at the tav-
ern contributing to the pool
of family members from
both Ryan and Brittney
Steny’s sides.

“Family life has kind of
trickled over into business
life, and that’s how we run
things here,” said Ryan
Steny. “I love coming to
work and working with fam-
ily every day.” 

Ryan Steny said once he
sees how business is run-
ning between the two loca-
tions, opening a third is not
out of the question. 

Milwaukee-based
Steny’s Tavern 

& Grill coming to 
City of Pewaukee 

Will replace former Boomers
Sports Pub and Grill  

Courtesy of Danielle VanDusen

From left to right, Ryan and Brittney Steny, co-owners of the
up and coming Steny’s Tavern & Grill in the City of Pewau-
kee, holding their daughter Marleigh Steny.
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HARTLAND — The pro-
posed development of a
multi-use building at 221 Cot-
tonwood Ave. was brought
back during Monday’s Vil-
lage Board meeting.

The Plan Commission pre-
viously rejected the proposal
on Oct. 17 due to residents’
concerns regarding the build-
ing’s large size and limited
onsite parking. 

The original proposal
called for a four-story build-
ing with two floors holding a
total of 26 apartment units, a
floor consisting of 23 hotel
rooms and a first-floor com-
munity area with event
spaces, hotel laundry and an
exercise room. The on-site
parking garage was planned
to have a storage facility and
parking spots. 

James Kupfer of Kupfer
Investments LLC, working
with  Miller Marriott Con-
struction owner Chris Miller,
brought the conceptual plan
back with revisions. 

The team cut the fourth

floor consisting of apart-
ments from the plan. Kupfer
said he had the architect put
in the ground level of their
neighbor to the west. 

“This leaves our roof line,
give or take, about 22 to 23-
feet high,” said Kupfer. “That
is lower than every house
going up the street. We want-
ed to pull the building down
so it wasn’t any taller than
the neighbors’ houses.” 

Floors two and three would
hold 48 hotel rooms total with
two executive suits in the 800-
square-foot range, four acces-
sible rooms and the rest
would be typical hotel rooms
other than size. These hotel
rooms would be 450 square
feet, exceeding an average
hotel room and making this a
luxury hotel. 

The first floor will remain
the same as an event space. 

“Our goal, and I’m hoping
that we can achieve it if we
build the building, for the
3,000 square foot is a restau-
rant,” said Kupfer, referring
to the commercial space on
the first floor. 

The new plan proposes 32
parking spaces in the under-

ground parking lot and 16
spaces on the edge of the
property, so the parking
spaces for the core business
are on the property, accord-
ing to Kupfer. 

Kupfer addressed noise
concerns saying all events
will be over by 11 p.m. and
there won’t be music or
speakers in the outside space. 

“For a typical wedding,
doors will be closed, music is
inside, everything shuts
down at 11 p.m.,” said Kupfer. 

The board voted to move
the conceptual plan to the
commission for review. One
board member, Ann
Wallschlager, was opposed. 

Wallschlager raised con-
cerns around parking saying
there weren’t enough park-
ing spaces according to her
own calculations. 

“I love the idea of this, I
really do, but this is not the
property for that,” said
Wallschlager.  

The commission will
review the conceptual plan
on Monday, Nov. 21 at 7 p.m.
in the Board Room, Munici-
pal Building, 210 Cottonwood
Ave. 

Hartland multi-building proposal
back with revisions 


